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CDC report urges 
school re-openings, 
with some caveats

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

Research published by The 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention last Tues-
day urged schools to reopen, 
saying “the preponderance of  
available evidence” indicated 
schools could carry out in-per-
son learning safely as long 
as mask-wearing and social 
distancing are maintained.

That report, published in the 
Journal of  the American Med-
ical Association, found “little 
evidence that schools have 
contributed meaningfully to 
increased community spread,” 
but made a noteworthy caveat: 
local officials must “interrupt 
transmission” in surrounding 
communities by imposing lim-

its in other settings, like indoor 
dining or gyms.

Researchers said other 
recommended mitigation 
measures — hybrid attendance 
models, increased room air 
ventilation, expanded screen 
testing and online options — 
also “must continue.”

CDC’s findings give further 
legitimacy to many public 
health experts who’ve pre-
sented similar findings, and 
support both President Joe 
Biden and N.C. Gov. Roy Coo-
per’s efforts to push for school 
reopenings.

“Our priority is to get our 
children back into schools 
physically,” Gov. Cooper said at 
last Wednesday’s news confer-

Duke Energy opens new coal ash recycling facility
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

MONCURE — Duke Energy has unveiled 
a new coal ash recycling plant in Moncure, 
the third of  such facilities around the state 
to open within the past few months.

The Cape Fear Plant notified the state 
last month that it was officially operation-
al. It will join similar recycling centers in 

Salisbury and Goldsboro in processing a 
combined 1.2 million tons of  coal ash per 
year until the facilities have exhausted coal 
ash deposits from nearby basins. 

Each location operates according to 
the “STAR process,” a series of  steps 
which “change the chemical composition 
of  the ash so that it’s suitable for use in 
concrete-based construction materials,” 
according to Duke Energy’s website.

Over the next several years, a total of  up 
to 5.7 million tons of  coal ash in the Cape 
Fear depository will be excavated and pro-
cessed at the new plant. After excavation, 
the ash will be dried and filtered before it 
is finally transported to concrete manufac-
turers within about a 250-mile radius.

The plant’s opening marks a pivotal shift in 

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Frozen in time
Last Thursday’s snow didn’t stick around long, but before it 
melted CN+R photographer Kim Hawks captured this close-
up view of a budding native deciduous azalea topped with 
the white stuff.

See CDC, page A3

See FACILITY, page A3

‘REACHING THE MOST VULNERABLE AMONG US’

Another mass vaccination event 
complete for Chatham County
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Council on 
Aging Director Dennis Streets 
and his team are among a large 
swath of Chathamites who have 
been laboring to serve county 
residents in new ways during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

On Monday, it was Street’s 
turn to roll up his sleeves again 
— literally, this time — during 
a mass vaccination event at the 
Chatham County Agriculture & 
Convention Center. As a WRAL-
TV cameraman recorded the 
event, Streets received his first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.

“Despite the fact that it’s 
overcast outside today,” he said, 
“it’s a very bright day, not just 
for me, but for all the others who 
are coming to get the vaccine.”

It has been almost a 
year since the first case of  
COVID-19 was confirmed in 
Chatham. Now that a vaccine 
is available, to Streets it 
seems the pandemic’s end 
may finally be in sight. 

“With the leadership of  
public health, and the collab-
oration of emergency man-
agement, Chatham Hospital, 
the Sheriff’s Office, Chatham 
Transit and all the others 
you’ll see today,” he said, “... 

we’ve been working very hard 
to keep people informed, edu-
cate them about the three Ws, 
and just make sure that we’re 
reaching particularly the most 
vulnerable among us.”

Under the state’s prioriti-
zation guidelines, “anyone 65 
years or older, regardless of  
health status or living situ-
ation” now qualifies for the 
COVID-19 vaccine. Many in 

that age-range have mobility 
challenges which inhibit their 
access to vaccine centers, 
Streets said, and limited 
internet connectivity makes 
scheduling appointments near-
ly impossible for some.

COA facilities aren’t open 
these days, but his organiza-
tion and his staff have directed 

Staff photo by Simon Barbre

Dennis Streets, executive director of the Chatham 
Council on Aging, was the first to roll up his sleeve for a 
shot at Monday’s mass vaccination event.

Blessed to have received my COVID-19 shot
BY DENNIS STREETS

Chatham County Council on Aging

I had the good fortune to 
start the month of  February by 
receiving my first shot of  the 
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine at 
the Chatham County Agricul-
ture and Conference Center at 
10:01 a.m. Monday.

I am being very precise as it 
was a very momentous moment 

for me. One of  the Public Health nurses 
administered it as I sat in my car. 

Often fitness enthusiasts claim, “no pain, 
no gain.” That was certainly not the case 

with this. I encountered no pain with this 
shot, but clearly feel I gained a great deal — 
some protection from COVID-19 (even more 
on March 1st when I get my second shot) and 
a tremendous sense of  emotional relief.   

Still, as thankful as I was and still am, my ex-
citement was exceeded when in my rear view 
mirror I saw the Chatham Transit bus. I knew 
that we at the Council on Aging had worked 
with Chatham Transit and the Chatham Coun-
ty Public Health Department to arrange for 
homebound seniors to receive their vaccine. 
Some were in the bus in wheelchairs and 
scooters. I am sure people could not see the big 

Streets

See EVENT, page A9

See BLESSED, page A9

In Siler City, two 
shootings in two weeks

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — Town leaders 
say they’re concerned after two 
shootings damaged Siler City’s 
perception as a safe commu-
nity. 

At about 2 p.m. last Thurs-
day, Siler City police responded 
to reports of  a vehicle crash 
at the intersection of  E. 11th 
Street and E. Raleigh Street, 
near downtown. They found 
Margaret Phillips, 87, dead at 
the scene.

Phillips had been driving a 
2000 Chevrolet Impala when 
the car was struck by a 2010 
Chevrolet Malibu. Occupants 
of  the latter vehicle were 
allegedly fleeing the scene of  
a separate incident in the 1000 
block of  15th Street, where it 
was reported that someone had 
been shot, according to a state-
ment provided to the News 

+ Record from the Siler City 
Police Department. The SCPD 
have not released the victim’s 
identity in that shooting.

After colliding with Phillips’ 
car, the Malibu’s driver and 
passengers left the scene on 
foot. 

Four days later, on Monday, 
police again were notified of  
gunfire. Upon arriving at the 
1100 block of  13th Street, they 
found Dashon McNeill, 26, with 
multiple gunshot wounds.

McNeill was transported to 
UNC Hospital in Chapel Hill 
for treatment. The severity of  
his condition was unknown. 

Both incidents are still 
under investigation by the 
SCPD. The police have iden-
tified a person of  interest 
in McNeill’s shooting with 
pending charges to include 
one count of  assault with a 

Revisions to social studies 
standards launch debate

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

The State Board of  Educa-
tion heard revisions to rec-
ommended K-12 social studies 
standards last Wednesday, with 
some Republican board mem-
bers saying the “anti-Amer-
ican” standards will teach 
public school students that the 
nation is racist. 

The board is set to vote on 
the proposed changes and im-
plementation of  the standards 
at its meeting on Wednesday 
and Thursday, which include 
new State Superintendent 
Catherine Truitt’s amended 
language — removing “system-
ic racism,” “gender identity,” 
and “systemic discrimination” 
from the standards and re-
placing the words with racism, 
discrimination and identity.

Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson, like 
Truitt, a Republican, likened 
the standards to “leftist dog-
ma” and said the three changes 
made were unsatisfactory. 

“The system of  government 
that we have in this nation is 
not systematically racist,” Rob-
inson said of  the standards. “In 
fact, it is not racist at all.”

Robinson, the state’s first 
Black Lieutenant Governor, 
pointed to his election to the 
state’s second-highest post as 
evidence against the existence 
of  systemic racism.

The process for the Draft 4 
standards began in April 2019, 
when the board voted to proceed 
with the revision of the stan-
dards. From September 2019 
through May 2020, the board’s 
presentation slides said, writing 

‘STRONG ENOUGH TO KNOW THE TRUTH’

See REVISIONS, page A7 See SHOOTINGS, page A7
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COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR
Events are subject to 
change based on closures 
related to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Verify with or-
ganizers prior to events.

• The Friends of the Cha-
tham Community Library 
has cancelled its Spring 
Book Sale, due to the 
continued lockdown of  
government offices and 
businesses, ordered by 
federal, state, and local 
government. More infor-
mation can be found on 
the website: friendsccl.
org.  
• Chatham County Council 
on Aging: Both centers 
are closed at this time 
until further notice. 
If  you need to pick up 
supplies, call the Siler 
City or Pittsboro location 
or check our website at 
chathamcoa.org. 

ON THE AGENDA. 
• The Chatham Soil and 
Water Conservation 
District board meeting 
will be held Thursday, 
Feb. 11, at 7 p.m., via 
teleconference.  Anyone 
needing more informa-
tion may call 919-545-8440 
and speak with Brandy 
Oldham.
• The Chatham County 

Board of Education will 
meet at 5:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 8, in the 
multipurpose room of  
Horton Middle School in 
Pittsboro. A livestream 
can be viewed at https://
bit.ly/CCBOElivestream
• The Pittsboro Board of 
Commissioners will meet 
virtually at 7 p.m. on 
Monday, Feb. 8. A zoom 
link to attend can be 
accessed via the town’s 
website.
• The Chatham County 
Board of Commissioners 
will have regular and 
work sessions beginning 
at 2 p.m. on Monday, 
Feb. 15, at the Chatham 
County Agriculture & 
Conference Center

THURSDAY 
• The Pittsboro Farm-
ers Market is open with 
seasonable items year-
round from 3 to 6 p.m. on 
Thursdays. It is located 
at 287 East St., Pittsboro.
• St. Bartholomew’s Epis-
copal Church provides a 
healthy, meal at no cost 
to those who come to 
us hungry at noon on 
Thursdays. We provide a 
place of  hospitality and 
fellowship for everyone. 
All are welcome, regard-
less of  race, sex, age, 
national origin, religious 
preference, handicap, or 
income.

OTHER
• The Chatham Historical 
Museum is open Wednes-
day, Thursday, and Fri-
day from 11 a.m. until 4 
p.m. Masks required and 
groups will be distanced. 
Adult and kid friendly; 
no admission fee. Our 
current special exhibit 
is vintage toys. Don’t 
miss it! Our permanent 
exhibits cover all aspects 
of  Chatham’s unique 
history. The Museum is 
located in the historic 
Chatham County Court-
house in the circle. More 
info: https://chathamhis-
tory.org
• Second Bloom of Cha-
tham Thrift Shop has made 
the move to Chatham 
Commons, at 630 E. St., 
Pittsboro, in the Food 
Lion shopping center. 
We will be accepting 
donations when we 
reopen.  Our hours are 
Tuesday thru Saturday, 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m.  All 
proceeds provide support 
for survivors of  domes-
tic violence and sexual 
assault and promote 
community education 
in collaboration with 
Chatham County.
• Chatham Community 
Library: While the library 
is closed, all classes will 
be offered online. Class 
descriptions and a regis-
tration link can be found 

at www.chathamnc.
org/ComputerClasses. 
-- Available in February: 
Finding Reliable Health 
Information Online: 
February 9, Tuesday, at 
3 p.m.;  Microsoft Excel 
Basic, Part 1: February 
16, Tuesday, 3 p.m.; and 
Microsoft Excel Basics, 
Park 2: February 23, 
Tuesday, 3 p.m.    
• With COVID-19 sweep-
ing the country, artists’ 
livelihoods are being 
challenged like never be-
fore. The Chatham Arts 
Council has put together 
a relief  effort specifically 
for artists and arts-work-
ers called CAARE: Cha-
tham Artist and Arts-Work-
er Relief Effort. For more 
information on CAARE, 
or to donate, visit Cha-
thamArtsCouncil.org.
• JMArts hosted a 
JMACoronaConcert via 
Twitter featuring per-
formances submitted by 
JM students and faculty. 
Concerts can be viewed 
on its Twitter account @
JMArts and by using the 
hashtags #JMACoron-
aConcert performances 
and #JMACoronaCon-
cert program.
• Adult volunteers needed 
at Chatham Hospital 
in Siler City, a 25-bed 
Critical Access Hospi-
tal located in Siler City 
and part of  the UNC 

Health Care System. 
All prospective volun-
teers must complete an 
on-line application, a 
criminal background 
check, an orientation 
and have documentation 
of  required immuniza-
tions. To learn more go 
to www.chathamhos-
pital.org/ch/about-us/
volunteer.
• Volunteers needed: 
Nonprofit agencies in 
Chatham seek teen 
volunteers to help with 
many projects. Teens 
can help at food pantries, 
in gardens, fundraising 
projects, office work, 
and care for animals. 
Chatham Connecting 
website lists many 
volunteer opportunities 
for youth. See where you 
are needed to help in the 
community: www.cha-
thamconnecting.org.
• Foster and/or adoptive 
information: Give chil-
dren a safe place to grow. 
Interested in becoming a 
Foster and/or Adoptive 
parent? Call 919-642-6956 
to learn more.
• Alcoholics Anonymous — 
North Carolina District 
33, call the Help Line 
at 866-640-0180 for the 
meeting schedule for this 
area.
• Motorcycle Association — 
The Motorcycle Associa-
tion for Chatham, West-

ern Wake, Lee, Orange 
and Alamance counties 
meets in Pittsboro and 
is open to all riders. For 
information, call 919-
392-3939 or visit www.
chathamCBA.com.
• Narcotics Anonymous 
— For drug problems 
in the family, Narcotics 
Anonymous helps. Call 
1-800-721-8225 for listing 
of  local meetings.
• Al-Anon Meeting — Pitts-
boro Serenity Seekers 
Al-Anon Family Group 
meets at 7 p.m. Mondays 
at Chatham Community 
Church, in the lower 
level of  Chatham Mill, 
Pittsboro.
• Scout News 
•  Boy Scout Troop 93 
in Pittsboro meets 7 
p.m. Wednesdays at the 
Harold Boone Scout Park 
on Hwy 64W, just past 
CCCC. Open to boys, 
ages 11-17. Visit www.
bstroop93.org for more 
information.  
•  Pack 924 of  Siler City 
First U.M.C. meets on 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m Tues-
days for boys, grades 1 
through 5. Come join the 
Cub Scouts.  
•  Pack 900 in Bear Creek 
meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays 
at Meroney’s U.M.C., 
following the school 
calendar. See http://
pack900.com for more 
information.
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Cooper ‘strongly urges’ North Carolina public 
schools to offer in-person learning

BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

Gov. Roy Cooper “strong-
ly urged” North Carolina 
public school districts to 
offer in-person instruction 
at a press conference on 
Tuesday, as the legislature 
and state superintendent 
discussed the need to return 
to the classroom.

Earlier in the day, Depart-
ment of Public Instruction 
Superintendent Catherine 
Truitt said she and Cooper 
would “sing from the same 
songbook” and push local 
school districts to reopen 
schools, the News & Observ-
er reported. 

“Learning has continued. 
Educators, parents and 
students have persevered,” 
Gov. Cooper said at the con-
ference. “We have learned 
much more about this virus, 
and now it is time to get our 
children back in the class-
room.”

Just the day before, 
Republicans filed a bill in the 
N.C. Senate to require K-12 
public schools in the state to 
give students the option of  
in-person learning. The Sen-
ate Education Committee 
heard the Senate Bill Tues-
day at 1 p.m.; it was given a 
favorable report and moved 
to the Rule Committee for a 
vote at the time of Cooper’s 
conference.

The bill is on Wednesday’s 
Rules Committee agenda, 
where, if passed, it would 
go to a floor vote before 
the House. If it passes, it 
would go into effect the first 
weekday, 15 days after the 
bill passes. 

The legislation requires 
school districts to provide 
a daily in-person instruc-
tion option to EC (special 
needs) students, the News & 
Observer reported Mon-
day night, and would also 
mandate other students be 
offered daily in-person class-
es or a hybrid plan. In other 
words, districts currently in 

fully remote plans — such 
as Durham County Schools 
or Wake County Schools — 
would have to, at least, offer 
hybrid instruction, though 
districts would still continue 
providing a remote learning 
option for families opting out 
of in-person learning.

When asked whether 
he would support the bill, 
Cooper expressed having 
concerns with the legisla-
tion, particularly with the 
“stripping out” of certain 
health protocols. He said he 
would not mandate school 
boards to provide in-per-
son instruction, but rather 
encourage them to take 
this action because “it’s the 
right thing to do.” He said 
at least 90 of the state’s 115 
school districts are currently 
providing in-person instruc-
tion for some or all of their 
students.

“I’m joined by state 
education leaders to strongly 
urge that all schools provide 
in-person learning for 
students,” Cooper said. “It’s 
important schools follow 
the safety protocols laid out 
by the N.C. Department of  
Public Health. That guidance 
reinforces in-person learning 
while maintaining strong 
public health measures.” 

Tuesday’s conference 
follows debates — often, but 
not always, existing along 
partisan lines — surround-
ing the safety of returning to 
school buildings. Providing 
in-person instruction is 
often framed as reopening 
schools, but many teachers 
have pointed out that schools 
are still open and providing 
instruction, even if they’re 
doing so remotely. Many 
teachers and education ad-
vocates have urged teacher 
vaccinations to take place 
before returning to in-per-
son learning. Cooper said 
teachers are up next along 
with other essential workers 
for COVID-19 vaccinations, 
but will not be accelerated 
on the list. County and state 
officials have previously said 

teachers should get vacci-
nated in the next weeks to 
months.

In Chatham, all the dis-
trict’s students were offered 
the option of hybrid in-per-
son learning since Monday, 
when high schools began 
Plan B. On Oct. 19, Pre-K, 
K-2 and Extended Content 
Standard EC students had 
the option to return to 
hybrid learning. Students in 
3rd through 5th grade were 
able to return Nov. 19; 6th 
through 8th graders could 
on Dec. 7.

Chatham teachers and 
community members have 
expressed concern with 
data from the ABC Science 
Collaborative — also cited 
at the governor’s Tuesday 
conference — saying that it 
doesn’t provide much data 
specific to the safety of high 
school in-person instruction, 
learning under Plan A or 
how higher rates of commu-
nity spread impact second-
ary transmission in schools. 
As the legislature was 
discussing the filed bill, the 
ABC’s Danny Benjamin said 
the group has much less data 
for high schools and that he 
was less confident in Plan A, 
particularly for grades 6-12 
where data reflects much 
lower community spread.

As of Tuesday, there were 
51 clusters associated with 
K-12 schools in the state, 
or 1,160 cases. In Chatham, 
there have been 68 total stu-
dent cases reported, 69 total 
employee cases reported and 
one cluster.

Currently, the state only 
allows Plan A (fully in-per-
son for all students) for 
elementary schools, while 
individual districts can opt 
for Plan B or fully remote 
Plan C. It appears the option 
for fully remote instruction 
is still possible, though 
discouraged by the governor. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services Secretary 
Mandy Cohen said N.C. 
school districts aren’t able 
to use Plan A for grades 6-12 

due to the higher COVID-19 
transmission rates among 
older children compared to 
younger ones. Still, she said 
Plan B could allow school 
districts to offer daily-in per-
son learning while providing 
the required 6 feet of social 
distancing between students.

A joint letter was signed 
today by Cooper, Cohen, Tru-
itt and State Board of Edu-
cation Chairman Eric Davis 
and sent to school districts 
encouraging them to offer 
in-person instruction.

“Thank you to Gov. Coo-
per and Secretary Cohen, for 
your clear statement today 
on the need to send children 
back to school,” Truitt said 
at the conference, adding 
that remote learning had 
created or exacerbated chal-
lenges for the state’s “most 
vulnerable students.”

“I understand that for 
many schools, the logistics 
of returning to in-person in-
struction five days per week 
may be a challenge, but this 
is absolutely a challenge we 
must face head on,” she said. 
“We hope that today’s DHHS 
guidance empowers local 
school districts to require 
students and teachers to 

return to their classrooms 
while also offering a choice 
of remote instruction for 
those teachers and students 
who are at high risk from 
COVID-19. Our students can-
not lose any more time.”

Reporter Hannah McClellan 
can be reached at hannah@
chathamnr.com.

Q: What are the two other names 
Siler City has been known by?
Find the answer in this issue for your 
chance to win a $25 Visa Gift Card!

Chatham County Council on Aging

WEEKLY                     HUNT!
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-Secure Units
-Fenced, Gated, and Well-Lit
-Drive-Up Access

-Online Bill Pay
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Duke Energy’s waste management 
practices. For decades, the com-
pany deposited much of its coal 
ash — a byproduct of coal-based 
energy production — in coal ash 
basins located around the state. 

Last January, however, the 
company agreed to permanently 
close its remaining nine basins in 
a settlement with state regula-
tors and environmental groups. 
Operations at the Cape Fear ba-
sin stopped in August following 
a closure plan Duke Energy and 
the Department of Environmen-
tal Quality created, which the 
state called “protective of public 
health and the environment.”

“And one thing that the set-
tlement called for was recycling 
as much as possible,” said Duke 
Energy Senior Communica-
tions consultant Bill Norton.

The facility has been years in 
the making, Norton said, in keep-
ing with Duke Energy’s commit-
ment to sustainable energy.

“We’re really pushing forward 
toward net zero emissions from 
our power facilities,” he said.

So far, the company is on 
track to meet that goal by 2050. 

“The beauty of  recycling is it 
permanently removes it from 
the environment,” Norton said. 
“After it goes through this re-
processing facility, it is brought 
to concrete manufacturers 
and they encapsulate it into 

concrete, so it’s fully bound 
into that product. It’s out of  the 
environment entirely.”

But some locals are wary of  
Duke Energy’s apparent shift to-
ward environmental friendliness.

Therese Vick, N.C. Sustain-
able Economic Development 
Coordinator for the Blue Ridge 
Environmental Defense League 
(BREDL), suggests the recycling 
facility has substituted one form 
of pollution for another. Her or-
ganization has worked extensive-
ly to combat coal ash depositing 
in Chatham and neighboring 
counties, recently settling a 
years-long dispute with a Ken-
tucky-based coal ash manage-

ment company, which planned 
to dump 12 million tons of coal 
ash in Brickhaven, southeast of  
Moncure. That company, Charah 
Industries, had originally been 
contracted by Duke Energy to 
manage its coal waste.

“BREDL does not support 
transferring the risks and health 
impacts of coal ash disposal from 
one community to another or 
trading one failed practice for an 
alternative method that is equally 
or more dangerous,” Vick wrote 
in a letter of protest to the DEQ 
at the project’s commencement 
in 2019. “Re-burning coal ash in 
what is essentially an incinerator 
is not protective of public health 

or the environment — exchang-
ing water contamination for air 
emissions is a false choice.”

According to Norton, howev-
er, the ash reprocessing opera-
tions have 93% lower nitrogen 
oxide emissions and 99% lower 
sulfur dioxide emissions com-
pared to the retired coal plant.

“Unlike an incinerator, 
which burns waste to be dis-
carded, nothing is discarded 
in the STAR process,” he said. 
“The finished product is an ide-
al ingredient for ready mixed 
concrete, and for every ton of  
coal ash recycled into concrete, 
about one ton of  greenhouse 
gas emissions is avoided.”

While Duke Energy repre-
sentatives contend the new 
plant will do little to negatively 
impact its surroundings, Vick 
argues that Moncure residents 
have reason to be suspicious.

“The Moncure community has 
been impacted by coal burning, 
leaking coal ash impoundments, 
the forced siting of a commercial 
coal ash landfill and problems 
with other industries,” Vick said 
in her letter to DEQ. “They do not 
trust Duke Energy to be ‘good 
neighbors’. The STAR facility is 
another coal ash injustice being 
visited upon nearby residents.”

Now, more than a year since 
her petitions went unheeded, 
Vick and her associates are 
dismayed and disappointed. 

“The Moncure community de-
serves better, they have endured 
decades of air pollution from the 
old Cape Fear plant and pollution 
from the leaking impoundments, 
and were forced to take millions 
of tons of Duke Energy’s coal 
ash from Wilmington and Char-
lotte,” Vick told the News + Re-
cord. “The North Carolina Dept. 
of Environmental Quality issued 
permits for a coal ash incinerator 
there, exchanging groundwater 
contamination for air pollution, 
and transferring Duke Energy’s 
liability all over the country with 
every single cement block made 
with coal ash.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be 
reached at dldolder@chathamnr.
com and on Twitter @dldolder.

ence regarding the new 
CDC guidance. “I’m going 
to ask local school boards 
and superintendents to 
study this data that has 
just come out. I know 
that our team is going to 
study the data and work 
with the State Board of  
Education.”

At a press conference 
on Tuesday, Cooper 
“strongly urged” public 
school districts to offer 
in-person instruction, but 
said he would not man-
date that. He emphasized 
that data reflects in-per-
son learning can be done 
safely if  health protocol 
is followed.

In Chatham, The ABC 
Science Collaborative, 
a project that analyzes 
COVID-19-related data in 
partnership with Duke, 
UNC and surrounding 
school districts, has 
consistently advised the 
Chatham County Schools 
Board of  Education that 
in-person learning is 
safe — going as far at one 
meeting to say “schools 
are the safest place to 
be.” While the group has 
expressed confidence in 
the safety of  in-person 
learning at all schools, 
presenter Michael Smith 
said at the board’s Jan. 11 
meeting the group did not 
have data specific to high 
school at that time.

Call for high school 
specific data

That lack of  specific 
analysis worries some 
high school staff in Cha-
tham, 51 of  whom signed 
a letter sent to the board 
on Jan. 19 calling for CCS 
to remain in Plan C. In 
addition to being older, 
and potentially more 
susceptible to COVID-19, 
high school students also 
typically change classes 
more throughout the 
day, staff wrote, perhaps 
increasing exposure 
periods.

High schools in Cha-
tham started in-person 
learning under Plan B on 
Monday.

“Teachers are particu-
larly concerned about big 
differences between high 
school students and ele-
mentary students,” that 
letter said, referencing 
the ABC Collaborative’s 
data. “The study did not 
break down infection 
rates of  different age chil-
dren. We are highly anx-
ious about the movement 
of  high schoolers in the 
building, their socializing 
outside of  school, and 
their compliance with 
safety procedures.”

The board did not 
respond to that letter, as 
of  Tuesday. Last week, 
the Chatham County 

Association of  Edu-
cators partnered with 
several signers of  that 
letter to create an online 
campaign calling for 
CCS to “reopen safely.” 
Northwood High School 
teacher Eliza Brinkley 
told the News + Record 
the campaign was meant 
to “delay the transition 
of  high schools to Plan 
B and bring elementary 
and middle school stu-
dents back to Plan C until 
all educators can get both 
doses of  the COVID-19 
vaccine.” As of  Tuesday, 
415 people had signed 
that campaign. 
Data from the ABC Sci-
ence Collaborative cur-
rently tracks cases in 11 
districts following Plan B 
from August to October, 
and six districts follow-
ing Plan A from early 
October to winter break. 
Under Plan B, there were 
773 community cases 
documented (from more 
than 90,000 staff and stu-
dents in those districts) 
and 32 cases of  secondary 
transmission — and no 
instances of  child-to-
adult spread. Under Plan 
A, there were 14 addi-
tional cases of  secondary 
spread, out of  more than 
40,000 staff and students. 
The presented Plan A 
data did not indicate how 
many total cases there 
were.

The research from 
the CDC similarly found 
little evidence of  second-
ary spread in schools, 
examining 17 elementary 
and secondary schools 
in rural Wisconsin — 
where mask-wearing was 
standard and the rate of  
infection was lower in 
schools than the larger 
community.

On some Chatham-fo-
cused pages on Facebook, 
many people pointed 
out that the ABC data 
was collected before the 
surge in COVID-19 cases 
that occurred during 
the holidays. Teachers 
— particularly those at 
high schools — ques-
tioned why high schools 
would transition to Plan 
B before teachers are 
vaccinated. County and 
state health officials have 
previously said school 
employees should get 
vaccinated in the next 
weeks to months.

Other community 
members pushed for 
in-person instruction, 
referencing declining 
mental health among 
students and increased 
failure rates. In January, 
the New York Times re-
ported that rising mental 
health emergencies and 
suicide rates “point to 
the roll the pandemic 
lockdown is taking.” In 
Chatham County Schools 
last semester, failure/
at-risk rates — students 
who received a D or F in 

a class — went up nearly 
74% from last year, from 
12.56% to nearly 22%. 
That’s the difference 
of  about 800 students, 
according to the district’s 
enrollment data.

Still, as the debate on 
school learning plans 
continue, experts are 
warning that staying 
open safely requires ad-
herence to strict protocol 
— a potentially expensive 
task. 

Ron Klain, the White 
House chief  of  staff in the 
new Biden administra-
tion, told CNN on Tues-
day that a lack of  funding 
explains why so many 
public schools are closed, 
particularly in places 
where private schools are 
open. When asked about 
teaching unions that have 
opposed reopening plans, 
Klain cited the necessity 
of  financial resources.

“I don’t think the 
unions are overruling the 
studies,” Klain said. “I 
think what you’re seeing 
is schools that haven’t 
made the investments to 
keep the students safe.”

Even though the 
study setting in the CDC 
report was rural and 
received a $150,000 grant 
to purchase masks for 
all students, the students 
ate and attended class-
es indoors and were in 
small groupings (11 to 
20 students), similarly 
to most proposed hybrid 
plans.

In Chatham, COVID-19 
safety protocol includes 
rigorous cleaning before, 
during and after classes, 
universal masking, symp-
tom-screening checks, 
socially distanced spaces 
and a hybrid learning 
schedule to de-densify 
school spaces and allow 
for a cleaning day half-
way through the week. 
The district also invested 
in electrostatic sprayers, 
which generate charged 
droplets that repel one 
another and coat all sides 
of  an environmental 
surface to clean it. 

The majority of  CCS 
high school teachers 
who’ve expressed con-
cerns about Plan B to 
the News + Record have 
not cast doubt on the 
district’s protocol efforts, 
but instead with the lack 
of  data and challenges 
of  effectively teaching 
students remotely and in 
person.

“If  we were at a corpo-
rate company or another 
profession,” Northwood’s 
Brinkley previously told 
the News + Record, “I 
don’t know that we neces-
sarily would be asked to 
risk our health, possibly.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.
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Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Students in a 1st and 2nd grade classroom at Bonlee School, pictured here 
during the second week of hybrid learning at the end of October. Last 
Tuesday, the CDC urged schools to reopen and said it was safe to do so 
with proper protocol.

CDC
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The new Cape Fear Plant will recycle 5.7 million tons of coal ash to be used in concrete 
manufacturing.
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Financial Gifts for Your Valentine
Valentine’s Day is almost here. This year, 
besides the flowers or chocolate hearts, why not 
consider making some financial gifts to your 
loved ones?
For starters, you could write a check for loved 
ones to put toward their IRAs. As long as 
they have earned income, they’re eligible to 
contribute. Keep in mind, though, that recipients 
can use your gift for any purpose.  
You could also give stocks. Many people enjoy 
owning shares of companies that make the 
products they use.
If your valentine is also your spouse, you can 
help provide financial security by protecting his 
or her ability to keep paying the bills if something 
were to happen to you. A financial professional 
can help you find the right protection package, 
which may also include a defense against the 
potentially enormous costs of long-term care.
And you can make a Valentine’s gift to all your 
family members by ensuring your estate plans 
are up to date.
Financial gifts can help you make a lasting 
impact on your loved ones’ lives. So, be generous 
and thoughtful as you plan your Valentine’s Day 
gift-giving.



Velvet hooks: guys 
hanging out with guys

I mentioned to my wife that my New 
Year’s resolution was to hang out with 

more guy friends. She 
and I have two churches 
and three kids between 
us, so free time is rare. 
But she was immediately 
supportive: “You need 
that.”

I knew two guys who 
played a weekly round 
of  Frisbee or, more accu-
rately, disc golf. I hadn’t 
played since my under-
graduate days, but this 

seemed like a good opportunity to spend 
time with them. When I wondered if  I 
could tag along, they graciously agreed. 
I bought a couple of  discs and met them 
at Rock Ridge Park just outside of  Pitts-
boro.

This 18-hole course winding through 
the woods is a pleasure to walk, even on 
a gray morning in January. Most of  my 
throws ended up among the trees and un-
derbrush off the well-maintained path. We 
had no problem maintaining our social 
distance. 

But we grew closer as friends.
There were no tearful confessions or dra-

matic declarations. But between the groans 
of  wayward Frisbees and the occasional 
hurrah of  a well-thrown disc, we talked 
about stuff that matters: our families, child-
hoods and church.

After a few holes, I smiled and told 
them that I was enjoying this. I had just 
chucked yet another disc off a large oak, 
but they knew I wasn’t talking about the 
game itself. I was hooked on hanging out 
together.

One of  them shared that, on the drive 
to the park that very morning, he’d 
heard Billy Baker of  The Boston Globe 
interviewed about his new memoir about 
friendships between guys. The book is 
titled “We Need to Hang Out.” What a 
coincidence!

Baker’s premise is that American men 
have difficulties building and maintain-
ing friendships. Women talk face-to-face, 

but men talk shoulder-to-shoulder. In 
order to form bonds, men need a shared 
activity like ball golf  or disc golf. Baker 
called this a “velvet hook” — something 
fun that makes a connection between 
people.

I played disc golf  back in college, 
but hanging out was never a problem 
in those days. There were intramural 
sports, parties and guys just lounging 
around the dorm playing video games 
like Mario Kart. Marriage, parenthood, 
career — what’s popularly called “adult-
ing” — have brought many beautiful and 
rewarding aspects to my life. But it’s 
also true that now I need to make much 
more of  an effort to hang out with other 
guys.

In the pandemic, any human connection 
is more complicated. But velvet hooks can 
be safe, especially if  the activity is outside. 
Men can talk shoulder-to-shoulder if  they 
wear facemasks and keep their distance. 
For only $20, you can buy a decent set of  
discs. And it’s free to play at Rock Ridge 
Park — a local treasure for friends to 
share.

I played nine holes that morning before 
I needed to get back home to the laptop, 
cell phone and family. In the parking lot, 
I made a joke that I’d love to play next 
week, if  I could still move my throwing 
arm!

But I’d already resolved to play again 
with them. Even if  my arm was so sore that 
I had to throw left-handed.

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of  
Chapel in the Pines Presbyterian Church 
and author of  Gently Between the Words: 
Essays and Poems. He is currently working 
from home with his wife and three chil-
dren.

A few New Year’s resolutions for N.C. politics
A new year has arrived, 

and with it new hopes and 
resolutions. 
On the po-
litical front, 
here are 
some goals 
for North 
Carolina 
as state 
lawmakers 
return to Ra-
leigh for the 
2021 legisla-
tive session.

Ensure fair redistricting

This year our state will draw 
new congressional and legisla-
tive districts intended to be in 
place for the next decade. The 
redistricting process has long 
been controlled by the legisla-
ture, and the result has often 
been gerrymandered maps that 
deprive voters of  a real voice in 
our elections.

Fortunately, landmark 
state court rulings in recent 
years have made clear that 
gerrymandering is unconsti-
tutional in North Carolina. 
But the temptation to manip-
ulate voting districts remains 

a siren song for partisan 
politicians. In order to avoid 
illegal map-rigging, the redis-
tricting process in 2021 must 
be nonpartisan, with robust 
public input and full trans-
parency.

The irony is that much of  
the current legislative leader-
ship on both sides of  the aisle 
have supported redistricting 
reform at some point. Demo-
crats have been on board for 
reform ever since they lost 
power a decade ago. The top 
Republican leaders in the 
legislature, House Speaker 
Tim Moore and Senate Presi-
dent Pro Tem Phil Berger, are 
both on record as sponsoring 
comprehensive redistricting 
reform, albeit when their par-
ty was out of  power. Common 
Cause will be reminding all 
that their push for ending ger-
rymandering was a good idea 
then, now and always. We will 
invite lawmakers to be bold 
and give the people of  North 
Carolina what they want: fair 
voting maps.

Protect voting rights

The 2020 election saw record 

turnout in North Carolina, 
made possible in large part 
due to a variety of  options for 
voters, including absentee vot-
ing by mail, early voting and 
same-day registration. This 
unprecedented voter partici-
pation shows that both sides 
of  the aisle can do well when 
more people cast a ballot. 
Lawmakers should work in a 
bipartisan way to strengthen 
access to the polls, and not 
return to the ugly attempts at 
voter suppression that marred 
our state’s reputation in the 
past. This session should 
not be about making voting 
harder.

Seek racial justice

Last year, our nation reig-
nited a long overdue reckon-
ing for racial injustice. It’s 
crucial for this work to con-
tinue in 2021. Equal access 
to the ballot box and fairly 
drawn voting districts are im-
portant parts of  this process. 
There are many other key 
policies to pursue as well. 
From addressing inequalities 
in criminal justice and po-
licing, to ensuring equitable 

support for communities of  
color and funding for North 
Carolina’s Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities, 
our state must take mean-
ingful steps forward. Clearly, 
we cannot have a democracy 
that is of, by and for all peo-
ple until our nation’s shame-
ful legacy of  white suprema-
cy is defeated and true equity 
is achieved.

Combat big money in 
politics

The influence of  big money 
continues to pervade Ameri-
can politics. North Carolina 
was once a beacon for com-
mon-sense campaign finance 
reform, with a successful 
program of  public funding for 
statewide judicial races that 
helped protect the integrity of  
our courts. In a wrongheaded 
move, the legislature gutted 
that program in 2013. It’s time 
to restore public financing 
for our judicial elections and 
enact additional reforms so 
North Carolinians can have 
complete confidence that our 
government serves all people, 
and not just wealthy special 

interests.

Bridge the broadband gap

The COVID-19 crisis has 
brought into focus a digital 
divide in North Carolina 
as schools moved to online 
instruction amid the pan-
demic. Some areas of  North 
Carolina continue to suffer 
from poor internet connec-
tivity. A lack of  affordable, 
high-speed internet affects 
everything from educational 
and employment opportuni-
ties, to accessing telemedi-
cine and participating in our 
democratic society. We need 
to close the broadband gap 
so communities aren’t left 
behind.

These are just some of  a long 
list of  to-do items this year. 
But each will help us build a 
thriving and inclusive democ-
racy in North Carolina. Let’s 
get to work.

Bob Phillips is executive direc-
tor of  Common Cause NC, a 
nonpartisan, grassroots orga-
nization dedicated to upholding 
the core values of  American 
democracy.

Some things pass on; 
others still in style

Some time ago while going 
through a personal treasure chest, I 

ran across some 
items — three, to 
be exact — that 
I’d saved for use 
at a later date.

Only problem 
is that I have 
saved them 
so long that 
the world has 
passed them by 

and I can’t find a use for them and 
apparently no one else can either.

I’ve asked.
The items in question are three 

rolls of  400-speed 35mm color 
film. I have no idea where or when 
they came to live with me. I’d for-
gotten I had them since they were 
out of  sight for so long, living in 
a drawer under some socks that 
seldom see the light of  day.

I guess I got the film during that 
period of time when I took lots of  
pictures, both personally and profes-
sionally. Now I don’t do that anymore. 
Shoot, I can’t even find the old 35mm 
camera with the 135mm lens I used. 
And since photography today has 
gone the digital route, apparently no-
body uses film anymore, either. Add 
to that the number of folks who take 
pictures with their phones and you 
can see how things have changed.

I know I’m a dinosaur but the 
phone I have in my pocket is 
mainly a phone. It does have the 
capability to take pictures; it’s just 
that I don’t.

That little event put me to think-
ing about similar items, things that 
once were in great demand but 
which now seem to have gone the 
way of the American buffalo.

Among those items are the 
manual typewriter, both the desk 
model and the portable. I learned to 
type in a high school class we knew 
as “Typing.” My teacher at the time 
was lots older than me, four years 
to be exact; today I’ve caught up 
to her. In those days we called her 
“Mrs.” Now I use her first name. 
She doesn’t seem to mind.

Anyway, we had those big ol’ 
honking typewriters that could 
double as a boat anchor. We learned 
things like keeping our fingers on 
the home row and how to fling the 
return carriage back to start another 
line. Good stuff like that. At some 
point the portable version of that ma-
chine came into being. Same princi-
ple except you could carry it around. 
I had a job once that required a great 
deal of travel to do writing assign-
ments. I was super cool, checking 
into the Holiday Inn with my luggage 
and portable typewriter.

Today “typing” as a high school 
— or even lower grade — subject 
has been replaced by “keyboard-
ing” or “computer somethingo-
ranother” and typewriters have 
gone away. You just don’t see them 
in airport waiting areas anymore, 
not that you see me there either.

There are other similar prod-
ucts — reel-to-reel tape recorders, 

8mm movie cameras, the old Beta 
recorder/players. For awhile we 
had a VHS camera in our family, 
weighed about two tons and wore 
out your shoulder carrying it 
around. They’re also gone now, 
replaced by something about the 
size of half a package of cigarettes. 
And, of course, the VHS cassette is 
now a relic. Makes me wonder what 
I should do with the collection of  
657 titles I have in that format.

Slide rules are another item you 
just don’t find anymore. Of course, 
the reality is that, even though I had 
one in high school and wore it on my 
belt I had no idea what to do with 
it. It made me look cool, I reasoned. 
And I could find pi, even though I 
wasn’t sure what I’d ever need to 
do with 3.1417 since calculus was 
the second foreign language I was 
taking (French being the other).

Other items have also found them-
selves on the “endangered species” 
or “extinct” list. During my college 
career, that period of time in which I 
managed to cram a four-year course 
into seven years, Right Guard de-
odorant was the manly choice. And 
it had to be in an aerosol spray can. 
Made the ol’ dorm smell like Right 
Guard and smelly sweat socks but 
I loved it. The other day, just for the 
pleasure of it, I tried to find some 
Right Guard in a spray can. Either 
I was looking in the chewing gum 
section or someone else had beaten 
me to it but I couldn’t find any.

Then I remembered that spray 
cans fell into disfavor some years 
back because they destroy the ozone 
and let all those bad sun rays filter in.

Some of that changing is likely in-
grained in our national culture. For 
years I’ve believed Detroit in gen-
eral, and General Motors and Ford 
in particular, practiced “planned 
obsolescence” — the art of making 
sure products, in this case cars and 
trucks, wear out over a specific peri-
od of time so we’ll have to buy new 
ones. If it weren’t so, why would they 
make new models each year?

And others — like those mentioned 
earlier — just sort of happened as 
time and technology went along.

That may be a reality of life we 
have to live with but another reality 
is that some things don’t wear out 
or go out of style — a kind word, a 
pat on the back, a smile, a strong 
shoulder to lean on, a helping hand. 
Maybe one day COVID will let us do 
those things again when we don’t 
have to stand six feet apart.

So try those as you go along as 
best you can. And if  you want to 
capture it on film — and have a 35 
mm camera — I’ve got something 
for you ... if  I can find it again.

Bob Wachs is a native of Chatham 
County and retired long-time manag-
ing editor of the Chatham News/Cha-
tham Record, having written a weekly 
column for more than 30 years. During 
most of his time with the newspapers, 
he was also a bi-vocational pastor 
and today serves Bear Creek Baptist 
Church for the second time as pastor.
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I owe Tom Brady for making sure I didn’t get fired
Super Bowl Sunday is near, 

and since I cannot root for the 
Panthers I will 
root for the 
Buccaneers.

I used to live 
in Clearwater, 
just north of  
St. Petersburg, 
Tampa’s older, 
seedier, sister 
city across 
the big bay. 
I partied in 
Ybor City, 

Tampa’s historic district of old 
cigar factories re-purposed into 
stylish boutiques, restaurants, 
nightclubs and bars. My friends 
and I went swimming at Indian 
Rocks Beach on weekends. My 
only connection to Kansas City 
is a distant cousin, and she hates 
football. 

In truth, I care for neither 
the Bucs or the Chiefs; I will be 
rooting for Tom Brady. I always 
root for him, not because he is 
over 40 and an inspiration to gray 
haired men everywhere. Nor do I 
not care about the record books. 
I will not be cheering for him be-

cause he turned the hapless Bucs 
into winners or left Bill Belichick 
a loser.

No, I always root for Tom 
Brady because I owe him. I owe 
him big-time. 

Tom hosted Saturday Night 
Live after winning the Super 
Bowl in 2005. The load-in was 
brutal; SNL employs about a 
hundred cast and crew mem-
bers, from the painters to the 
cue card writers, and we rou-
tinely work on top of each other 
during rehearsals. Most guys 
were able to grab something to 
eat from the craft services table 
set up across from the room 
labeled HMUW, short for Hair, 
Make-Up, and Wardrobe. NBC 
fed the whole company to keep 
us in the building and working, 
but on this day I was needed in 
the Today Show studio across 
the street during the dinner 
hour, so I missed that meal. It 
was good chow, too, prepared by 
the chefs in the kitchen of the 
commissary a couple of floors 
down. 

As a freelance stagehand I 
had learned that the quality 

and quantity of  catered food 
available backstage was deter-
mined by the type of  produc-
tion; for example, corporate 
video shoots usually meant 
salads and sandwiches. Rock 
shows meant burgers and fries, 
or pizza. Fashion shows were 
the worst: nothing but bot-
tled water and energy drinks. 
Surprisingly, WWE chow was 
restaurant-quality, including an 
omelet station. Writing about 
it now is making me hungry. 
But nothing like the gnawing, 
ravenous hunger I felt late that 
night on SNL.

At midnight my foreman cut 
us loose to feed ourselves as best 
we could. I staggered through the 
double doors to the crafts area 
and to my horror found only 
rows of empty platters and chaf-
ing dishes of cold water. There 
was nothing to eat but plastic 
wrapped pairs of saltine crackers 
and squeeze packets of spicy Chi-
nese mustard. I totally lost it. 

“Look at this spread!” I yelled 
in mock admiration. “Are these 
people good to us or what?”

My coworkers were aghast. 

Everyone looked at me like I was 
out of my mind. 

“I don’t know where to begin!” 
I raved sarcastically. “Should 
I start with the mustard or 
the crackers? Maybe I can go 
through the garbage!” 

My fellow crew members told 
me in no uncertain terms that I 
needed to calm down and shut 
up before I got fired. A couple 
of guys grabbed my arms to 
restrain me. 

That was when Tom Brady 
walked out of HMUW.  We all 
froze in place with a collective 
gasp. We must have made quite 
the tableau. You could have 
heard a pin drop.

“Hey Guys,” he said, taking us 
in with a glance. “Whatcha got?” 

No one said a word. As we 
were unresponsive, Tom craned 
his neck to look at the food table. 
Seeing it empty, disappointment 
registered visibly on his face. In 
that instant I knew that he was 
hungry, too, and had come out 
only to get something eat. That 
hunger drained out through 
the hole in the pit of my empty 
stomach.

People have been fired from 
SNL for less than this breach of  
etiquette.

“Tom,” I said to get his at-
tention before continuing with 
genuine contrition. “Tom, I’m 
sorry. I haven’t had anything to 
eat all day and all night, and I lost 
it. I’m sorry.” It was time to take 
my medicine like a big boy.

“Meh, OK,” he said, shrugging 
his shoulders. Then he turned 
and disappeared back into 
HMUW. My coworkers dragged 
me onto the nearest folding chair 
and ran away from me as quickly 
as possible.

Tom Brady never registered a 
complaint that I heard about, so 
I got to keep my job. This is why I 
will be rooting for the Tom Brady 
to win the Super Bowl. Thanks 
for not getting me fired, Tom!

Dwayne Walls Jr. has previously 
written a story about his late fa-
ther’s battle with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease and a first-person recollection 
of 9/11 for the newspaper. Walls is 
the author of the book “Backstage 
at the Lost Colony.” He and his 
wife Elizabeth live in Pittsboro.

Will we return to farm life?
One of my most enduring memo-

ries as a small child was the weekly 
shopping trip 
with my mother. 
This was in the 
early 1950s, and 
my parents lived 
in a small home 
in a rural area of  
Ohio west of Cin-
cinnati, just down 
the road from my 
grandparents’ 
farm. The nearest 

town with any reasonable amount of  
shopping was five miles away. Today 
that’s not very far, but my mom 
didn’t have a car. My father used 
the only vehicle we had for his daily 
trips to work.

So on Thursdays — which was 
shopping day — my mom would put 
me in a little red wagon and pull 
it the half mile to Carsh’s grocery 
store. Carsh’s was a typical “mom 
and pop” store so prevalent in those 
days. Not only did Carsh’s sell food 
products like meat, eggs, bread and 
cereal, but if  you needed some fab-
ric, nails or stationary, Carsh’s had 
those too. On the way back home, 
the groceries took my place in the 
wagon.

Buying groceries has under-
gone many changes during the 
last seven decades, and stores 
like Carsh’s, which was family 
owned and run, are harder to find. 
They’ve been replaced by super-
market chains or rolled into “big 
box” stores which sell everything. 
At the same time there’s been the 
rise of  specialty stores that cater 
to particular products and tastes.

Yet there’s no doubt the most 
revolutionary recent change in re-
tailing has been cyber-buying. The 
U.S. Department of Commerce de-
fines cyber-buying, or as some call 
it, e-commerce, as “sales of goods 
and services where the buyer places 
an order, or the price and terms 
of the sale are negotiated, over an 
internet, mobile device, electronic 
network, electronic mail or compa-
rable online system.” Translated, 
we use one of our tech devices to 
buy something.

Cyber-buying was almost 
non-existent a decade ago, ac-
counting for only 4.5 percent of  
retail sales. The latest data for 
2020 show it now accounts for 
16.5 percent of  retail sales in 2020. 
That’s an amazing almost four-fold 
increase within a decade.

It may surprise you that cy-
ber-buying “only” accounts for 16.5 
percent of all retail sales. This rela-
tively low rate has two implications. 
First, it means consumers still buy 
most of their products and services 
in the traditional way, by visiting 
stores and shops. This is a big reason 
why there’s been so much concern 
about brick and mortar stores 
during the COVID-19 recession, be-
cause those stores are still the main 
way consumers make purchases.

Second, the fact that cyber-buy-
ing accounts for a seemingly low 
16.5 percent of  retail sales means 
it has plenty of  running-room 
to grow. In fact, if  cyber-buying 
expands in the next decade at 
the same rate it has grown in the 
last decade, by 2031 it will be the 
way 60 percent of  retail sales are 
accomplished. Cyber-buying will 
also be strengthened by the fact 

that as time marches on, more 
individuals will have grown-up 
using computers, smartphones 
and other modern tech devices. 
Cyber-buying will be as natural to 
them as rotary phones were to me.

As cyber-buying grows, it will also 
change. Shoppers will still be able 
to visit a website, compare products 
and services, then click and buy as 
they do today. But there will be three 
big enhancements to cyber-buying 
that will be applauded by some, how-
ever received skeptically by others.

The first is drone delivery. Cy-
ber-buying often comes with deliv-
ery. Most such delivery today is done 
using vehicles on the roads. Drones 
are small, light-weight machines 
capable of flying short distances. 
They avoid congested roads and are 
perfect for delivering packages. At 
the end of 2020 the Federal Aviation 
Administration finalized new rules 
regulating the flights of drones. 
Experts think these rules will allow 
drone delivery to quickly expand 
and add a new dimension to the 
advantages of cyber-buying.

The second enhancement will 
be use of  AI, short for artificial 
intelligence, by cyber-buying com-
panies. One of  the aspects of  the 
technology revolution is the abili-
ty of  companies to collect all kinds 
of  data from people buying their 
products and services. The compa-
nies know what we buy, when we 
buy and how often we buy. 

The development of  AI, which 
is just a fancy term for programs 
predicting behavior, will increas-
ingly allow cyber companies to 
anticipate our shopping needs. 
For example, a cyber supermarket 
will know the kinds of  cereal the 
Walden’s buy, the size of  the box 
and how many times a month we 
purchase it. Expanded to all of  
the Walden’s grocery purchases, a 
cyber supermarket could fill our 
weekly shopping cart and have the 
products delivered to our door. The 
Walden’s wouldn’t have to take the 
time and thought to fill out weekly 
grocery lists, nor would we need to 
drive to the store to purchase them. 
In the future, the delivery may 
even be met by the Walden’s robot, 
which accepts the groceries and 
puts them away!

The third new development for cy-
ber shopping will be virtualization. 
Virtualization allows a person to 
stay where they are, but have all the 
sensory (sight, hearing, taste, touch, 
smell) experiences of being some-
where else. Think about how this 
could be used with vehicle shopping: 
I stay in my home but “test drive” 
vehicles virtually; the one I pick is 
then delivered to my home.

I know much of these predicted 
developments, like AI and virtualiza-
tion, sound like science fiction. But I 
remember when Dick Tracy’s wrist 
watch with audio and video capabil-
ities seemed far-fetched, but now we 
have them. I’m not sure I’m ready for 
the new retailing world, but do I have 
a choice? You decide!

Michael Walden is a William Neal 
Reynolds Distinguished Professor 
and Extension Economist in the 
Department of  Agricultural and 
Resource Economics at North Car-
olina State University who teaches 
and writes on personal finance, 
economic outlook and public policy. 

An open letter to Sen. Thom Tillis
TO THE EDITOR:

Dear Senator Tillis,
At the top of  your web page this morn-

ing there are two banners that say you 
are “Fighting.” This language adds to the 
division of  our great country. Our country 
became great by working together. Your 
marketing messages should be designed to 
get your supporters to cease to be inflamed 
at their perceived enemies.

By using the word “Fight” repeatedly, 
YOU are pouring gas on a fire that MUST 
be quenched with bipartisan LEADER-
SHIP! 

Please do the right things to heal our 
country.

• Call out anyone and everyone who fed 
into the CRAZY conspiracy theory of  “Stop 
The Steal”

• LEAD or at least join a truly moral 
campaign to ostracize GOP factions and 
persons who are taking steps to stop im-
peachment of  our Traitor in Chief, Donald 
Trump, including Sen. Ted Cruz, Rep. 
Kevin McCarthy and others

• Actively LEAD or join and verbally 
support efforts to call out those who engage 
in CRAZY conspiracy theories, such as 
Marjorie Taylor Green

It is up to you and those you interact with 
(in government and citizens in North Car-
olina) to recognize that using bold words 
to do nothing but gain and keep political 
power is counterproductive to stopping the 
slide of  weak government. If  you and we do 
not start DOING THINGS that actually and 
actively heal and build, our country will 
continue to wane.

The world is competitive and the U.S.A. 
will soon be overtaken fair and square by 
countries that actually work together for 
THEIR success. I’m not talking about some 

crazy conspiracy theory; I’m saying that 
Darwinism rules. When an elected repre-
sentative, like you, does little positive YOU 
are actively working to create negative 
outcomes.

DO GOOD THINGS!!!
Craig Witter

Pittsboro

Senator Foushee seeks to 
protect our rights

TO THE EDITOR:
D. Lars Dolder reported in last week’s 

edition, “N.C. legislators push for 28th Con-
stitution amendment” (News + Record, Jan. 
28-Feb. 3) that Sen. Valerie Foushee (D-Dist. 
23) will push for the N.C. General Assem-
bly to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment 
(ERA) to the Constitution.

She argues that equality must be 
indelibly protected in the nation’s most 
powerful document — its Constitution 
— to guarantee that future lawmakers 
are unable to revise the country’s stance. 
“We know that laws can be subject to 
political whims, that they can be changed, 
weakened or repealed. It is imperative at 
this time that these rights are enshrined 
without expiration dates, that (they) don’t 
have to be reauthorized annually,” said 
Foushee.

I write not to dispute efforts to ratify 
the ERA, but to ask that Senator Foushee 
not support bills that change, weaken, or 
repeal our ability to keep and bear arms. 
The Second Amendment has no expiration 
date and is already “indelibly protected in 
the nation’s most powerful document,” our 
Constitution.

Thank you, Senator, for that important 
reminder. 

Cathy Wright
Chapel Hill
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States can limit regulatory damage
Shortly after taking office, President 

Joe Biden began revving up the federal 
government’s regulato-
ry engine. He’s already 
run over the Keystone 
Pipeline. We can expect 
a pileup of  other rules 
that will increase the 
cost of  energy, food, 
and many other goods 
and services across our 
economy.

Fortunately, there’s 
something North Caroli-
na lawmakers can do to 

lessen the damage. They can ramp up their 
own efforts to reform state regulation and 
promote economic freedom more generally.

No, I’m not saying state governments 
can nullify federal laws. But the same 
households and businesses that the Biden 
administration is about to sock with costly 
federal rules are also subject to state taxes 
and regulation. As a new empirical study 
shows, states that embrace economic 
freedom tend to suffer less when Washing-
ton’s regulators go too far.

David Lucas of  Syracuse University 

and Christopher Boudreaux of Florida 
Atlantic University used 12 years of  data 
on rulemaking, economic freedom, and 
job creation to explore the relationship 
between state and federal policy choices.

“Because state-level institutions char-
acterized by low tax and labor freedom are 
unlikely to buffer the costs associated with 
compliance and regulatory capture, national 
regulation should negatively affect net job 
creation in these regions,” they predicted. 
“By contrast, regions with high tax and labor 
freedom are likely to buffer the costs of regu-
lation and yield more net job creation.”

The results of the study Lucas and Bou-
dreaux conducted, published last year in 
the academic journal Research Policy, were 
in line with their prediction. In states such 
as Florida, Texas, and North Carolina with 
better-than-average freedom scores, the 
economic burden of federal regulation was 
lower or even fully offset. In states such as 
New York, New Mexico, and California with 
worse-than-average freedom scores, federal 
rules produced lower net job creation.

So, in addition to arguing against un-
wise Biden administration policies, North 
Carolina leaders should use the state tools 

they have at their disposal to promote en-
trepreneurship and job creation, especial-
ly with respect to the labor market.

We are a right-to-work state, meaning 
we don’t require our workers to join labor 
cartels as a condition for getting a job. Our 
legislature has also wisely chosen not to set 
wage floors higher than the national floor. 
After all, mandating that employees receive 
$12 or even $15 an hour, regardless of their 
productivity, has the inevitable effect of  
giving a pay raise to higher-skilled workers 
and a pink slip to lower-skilled ones.

But North Carolina’s labor market is still 
more rigid than it needs to be. Far too many 
occupations require a license to enter, for ex-
ample. My John Locke Foundation colleague 
Jon Sanders has spent years quantifying the 
very real costs that occupational licensing 
imposes on both workers and consumers.

Sanders also has a good solution to offer. 
In 2013, North Carolina instituted “periodic 
review and sunset” of  state regulations. 
Every 10 years, state agencies must review 
each rule on the books. If  the expected 
benefits of  the rule no longer exceed the 
expected costs, or the rule fails to get a 
review at all, it automatically disappears.

It’s a great idea. It’s already done away 
with many outdated or counterproductive 
regulations. Unfortunately, the process 
doesn’t yet apply to occupational licens-
ing. Sanders would subject all licensing 
boards and their licenses to periodic 
review and sunset, as part of  a package of  
other reforms to make it easier for North 
Carolinians to enter new occupations.

For example, if  a newcomer was previ-
ously licensed in other state, it ought to 
be very easy to get licensed here. And for 
many occupations, why not let providers 
obtain voluntary certification, not man-
datory licensure, and then let consumers 
decide how much they value that certifica-
tion through their own choices?

Conservatives are bracing for years 
of  bad news from Washington. We know 
the progressives who will staff the Biden 
administration have very different prefer-
ences from ours. Fortunately, government 
power in America is still decentralized to 
a significant degree. Conservative leaders 
need not just complain. They can act.

John Hood (@JohnHoodNC) is chairman 
of  the John Locke Foundation.

John Hart’s 
grim return

“People in publishing have always known that 
John Hart can flat-out write,” says bestselling author 

David Baldacci.
Hart proves it again with his 

latest, “The Unwilling,” 150,000 
copies of  which have been printed 
to be ready for release this week.

It’s been almost 15 years since 
former North Carolina lawyer 
John Hart hit the big time in the 
writing world with his bestselling 
debut novel set in Salisbury, where 
he grew up. “The King of Lies,” 
introduced us to a struggling, 

troubled lawyer in dark circumstances. His next books, 
“Down River” and “The Last Child,” earned Hart two 
Edgar Awards for best mystery novel. More successes 
came with “Iron House,” “Redemption Road,” and “The 
Hush.”

These books, wrote author Corban Addison, “raised 
the bar for commercial fiction, deftly blending the ten-
sion, pacing, and suspense of  the classic thriller with 
characters so richly drawn and prose so elegant that 
his stories are worthy of  being called literature.”

“The Unwilling” holds to Hart’s successful formula. 
But there is a difference, Hart says, because the new 
book is set in the past, in the Vietnam era, rather than 
the present day. The action takes place in Charlotte 
and the surrounding area, not on the military front. 
But because the impact of  the war is pronounced and 
devastating, the book can be characterized as “an-
ti-war.”

Hart explains, “I’ve always wanted to set a novel 
in the past — an entirely unique challenge — and to 
recreate the world I remember from childhood — no 
cellphones or computers. It made sense, too, to set 
this book at a time when our country felt equally 
torn, partly because tension like that makes for good 
storytelling, but also to celebrate that we’ve lived 
through hard times before — been equally divided — 
and that brighter days come when people act in good 
faith.

“More profoundly, I wanted to speak to the unchang-
ing nature of humanity, the good and bad of us all. 
People often mistake my intent, believing I write dark, 
when that’s not entirely true. Instead, I write about the 
search for light in dark places. That means building rich, 
flawed characters and then turning up the heat to see 
what choices they’ll make as the softness around them 
cooks away.

“Wartime or peace, at home or on the dim streets of  
a midnight city, it’s what humanity is about, how we 
handle love and hope, fear and loss, the enduring ques-
tions that confront us each generation, to do the right 
thing or the wrong, rise or fall, sacrifice or surrender.”

The new book’s action revolves around the family 
of  police detective Bill French and his wife Gabriel. 
Their youngest son, Gibby, is a high school senior. 
Their two older sons, twins, fought in Vietnam. One 
was killed in action. The other, Jason, came back 
from the war wounded in body and mind.

As the book opens, Jason returns to Charlotte after 
serving time in prison for a series of crimes. He wants 
to bond with Gibby, the only family member to whom 
he can relate. Grieving for her dead son, Gabriel wishes 
Jason had died instead and wants Gibby to have noth-
ing to do with him. Bill’s position as a detective compli-
cates the conflicts Jason and Gibby will have with the 
law, drug gangs, illegal weapons trade and sex activities 
that lead to both brothers being suspected of murder.

When Jason goes back to prison, he is greeted by a 
death row inmate whose great wealth has enabled him to 
live in luxury and control an outside criminal operation. 
This prisoner, “X,” is one of Hart’s darkest characters 
and certainly one that will both repel and seduce the 
reader.

A host of  other horrible people and scenes makes 
for a grim read, but the heart of  the story is a family 
struggling with the damage done by a war that has 
taken two sons and threatens to take a third.

The title of  the book comes from a quote Hart 
attributes to an unknown soldier and which sums up 
the book’s theme.

“We the unwilling, led by the unqualified to kill the 
unfortunate, die for the ungrateful.”

D.G. Martin hosts “North Carolina Bookwatch,” at 11 
a.m. Sundays and 5 p.m. Tuesdays on UNC-TV. The 
program also airs on the North Carolina Channel at 8 
p.m. Tuesdays and other times.
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Sitting on a high horse
Our mother died last year before reaching her 86th birthday.
She didn’t die from COVID-19, but the awful avalanche 

of complications that arose while trying 
to arrange medical care during the pan-
demic definitely crushed her (and our 
family) mercilessly. An affliction novelty 
that makes it impossible to breathe on 
your own, our most rudimentary life 
instinct, becomes instead a prisoner’s 
hard labor.

Inspiration normally has so many 
wonderful meanings. Suffering lurks 
around it now, though, like a smirking 
opportunist. The kind of  wretch that 

coldly loots one’s homestead while the mourning family 
huddles together graveside. Remember when burials 
were possible? Still, harsh skeptics have a matter-of-fact 
attitude about keeping a national tally of  the smothered. 
That it is, and always was, inevitable collateral damage. 
Blank faces and odd shoulder shrugs during another’s 
terrible distress; the same sort of  disinterest one might 
convey about yet another goldfish floating upside down.

A cousin recently sent me a picture taken when I 
was only 3. There I am, sitting high on a wooden horse 
while mom carefully guards me. She steadied me a lot 
over the decades of  brambles, bumbles, and braggado-
cio that I expected her to follow. In innocence we posed 
by a Merry-Go-Round carving because that’s where 
parents love to take their kids. Up high then gliding 
lower, playfulness is abundant within such boisterous 
circles as calliope music joyfully drowns out what an 
admission ticket actually costs. Giggling children don’t 
notice and adults don’t care that progress can be very 
imaginary. Entertainment for its own sake cutely ob-
scures the oscillations behind the endless chase.

Sally bounces on an ostrich. Billy soars atop a camel. 
Freddie straddles a tiger just like the stuffed one that 
guards the dreams of his pillowed bed. I pretend to 
gallop on a white stallion with scant physical evidence 
except my childish neighs. Nobody worries about who’s 
the farthest ahead when the delights of a timeless ride 
enthrall everyone so much they don’t care about getting 
to a firm spot. I stood alongside an enchanted grandchild 
at the Burlington City Park Carousel two years ago and 
still smiled plenty. It unexpectedly reminded me of a 
magazine cartoon with two men looking at a map while 

traveling on a destitute back road. The bubble caption 
from inside the vehicle said, “I don’t know exactly where 
we are but we seem to be making good time.”

Mister Ed was a naughty talking horse on a TV sitcom 
during the 1960s. The show’s catchy theme song, “A 
horse is a horse, of course, of course,” was the tease be-
hind the tormenting of owner Wilbur that the audience 
sang along with. Getting up on your high horse, howev-
er, trespasses far beyond silly comedy with its glaring 
arrogance. Excessive grandeur is initially ridiculous 
and eventually atrocious. Derogatory judgment tends 
to ensnare the same person that tries to lasso someone 
else with it. No person and no group is strengthened by 
a propaganda of contempt that trivializes another per-
son’s struggles. Some things may never make sense to us 
but neither does mocking elevate a pompous taunter.

Self-righteousness is a giddy feeling that evident-
ly is contagious. Maybe we act mean to others as a 
way to ward off what secretly terrifies us? Anaïs Nin 
wrote, “We don’t see things as they are, we see them 
as we are.” Eulogies of  great people confirm the worth 
of  their heart insights, not their haughtiness.

Who, how much and how long? 
Nobody runs for governor hoping he 

or she will be confronted with a major 
disaster while in 
office. At least we 
hope not. But it’s 
part of the job.

As the corona-
virus pandemic 
rages into a second 
year, legitimate 
questions are 
being raised about 
who should make 
decisions in times 

of  emergency, what authorities should 
be granted, for how long a period 
should these powers last and what 
should be done if  the authorized time 
expires before the emergency ends. 

The National Conference of State 
Legislatures reports our state isn’t 
alone in asking. Unfortunately, the 
current health issue has become 
partisan and political. Don’t believe 
it? Just look at how the pandemic has 
been managed in so-called “red” states 
versus “blue” states. There is growing 
opposition between legislatures and 
governors and, in most cases, those 
states have governors of one party and 
a legislature controlled by the other. 

Healthcare shouldn’t be political. 
The goal should be to ensure the 
right people have the right authority 
for the right period of  time in order 
to help the most people. 

Most state constitutions give pow-
er to enact laws to the state legisla-
ture, while the chief  executive officer 

(the governor) has the authority 
to administer those laws through 
various agencies. The deliberative 
nature of  our 170 legislators ensures 
they can’t and won’t act quickly in 
emergencies. Our Council of  State, 
consisting of  statewide elected offi-
cials with narrow scopes of  exper-
tise, is neither qualified nor able to 
make informed emergency decisions 
quickly. Further, neither group has a 
record of  non-partisan decision-mak-
ing. Some governors don’t either, but 
as the state’s highest ranking elected 
officer the governor usually has 
more statewide perspective. 

It is an awesome responsibility to 
task one person with managing a crisis 
and I suspect most governors, including 
Roy Cooper, would welcome help during 
crises, but with three major caveats.

First, the helpers need expertise deal-
ing with the emergency at hand. Hurri-
canes, floods, snowstorms, rockslides, 
terrorist acts and health emergencies 
require different skillsets. Second, ad-
visers must not become a burdensome 
hindrance and must act in a timely 
manner. It is bad enough to work 
through the federal bureaucracies, like 
FEMA, without having hands unneces-
sarily tied further. But the third and top 
prerequisite is advisers must put aside 
their personal, professional, economic 
or political interests to provide advice 
most beneficial to the most people. 

The legislature could provide more 
clear guidelines for emergency powers, 
abiding by the above standards. The 

governor needs broad authority 
because emergencies are different and 
conditions change rapidly.

It might sound tidy to draw a line 
saying emergency powers are only in 
force for 60, 90 or a certain number 
of  days, but emergencies don’t follow 
deadlines. We are now 12 months into 
this pandemic and it remains an emer-
gency. It would be reasonable to set a 
six-month time limit for emergency 
power, with the governor coming back 
to the legislature to ask for renewals. 
But again, only if  legislation stipu-
lates that considerations will not be 
partisan or political. Fair is fair.

All this ultimately comes down to 
the old question of responsibility and 
authority. Whoever has the authority 
to make emergency decisions must be 
held responsible for outcomes.

However, a second axiom trumps 
the first: where everybody is in charge, 
nobody is in charge. That means if 170 
legislators are making those decisions 
no one person can be held responsi-
ble — for good or bad. In emergencies 
that’s not OK. Currently the governor 
is responsible. Our voters must believe 
Governor Cooper has done a good job 
of managing COVID-19, judging by No-
vember’s election results. He was one 
of few statewide Democrats to win in a 
year of sweeping Republican victories.

The bottom line is we would be will-
ing to see changes made to emergency 
powers if we could be confident they 
weren’t partisan and political. We don’t 
have that confidence. 

JOHN HOOD
John Locke 
Foundation
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and review teams worked 
on three different drafts 
of  the standards, holding 
public feedback periods 
and collecting more than 
7,000 survey responses. 
After voting in July to de-
lay approval time to add 
language which would 
reflect “a more inclusive 
approach,” the N.C. Dept. 
of  Public Instruction 
team worked until last 
month to complete the 
fourth draft.

Eighty-five percent of  
the public who submitted 
feedback were in sup-
port of  the standards, 

the board’s presentation 
said.

Chatham Middle 
School Principal Chad 
Morgan told the News 
+ Record he thinks it’s 
important the standards 
clearly define terms 
and concepts teachers 
are expected to teach in 
the classroom. Morgan, 
who’s been an educator 
for 20 years, previous-
ly worked as a middle 
school social studies 
teacher and said he’s 
spent the last five years 
invested in educating 
himself  in equity in pub-
lic education.

“Teachers bring their 
own thoughts, beliefs, 
and backgrounds into the 

classroom and clear-
ly defined standards 
ensure different points 
of  view of  our history 
are taught,” Morgan 
said. “It is important in 
today’s global society that 
students are able to see 
themselves in the curric-
ulum and the approach to 
teaching is not from one 
cultural perspective.” 

At Chatham Middle, 
Morgan said, teachers 
are trained in Cultur-
ally Responsive Teach-
ing, with the goal that 
teachers understand the 
importance of  students’ 
cultural backgrounds 
and references in their 
teaching and planning. 
He said teaching “from 

a culture of  power” will 
prevent some families 
from investing in the 
educational experience. 
Teachers don’t have to be 
experts on all cultures, 
he said, but should be 
willing to “recognize, 
embrace and enhance” 
different backgrounds.

During the state 
board’s meeting, Tru-
itt, Robinson and other 
Republican members 
debated the historical 
reality of  systemic rac-
ism — wanting to make 
revisions to standards 
that explicitly used that 
language or referred to 
systemic structures of  
racism more widely.

Board member James 
Ford, who is Black and 
was appointed by Gov. 
Roy Cooper, addressed 
other members and said 
there are “hundreds of  
years-plus legacy” of  
laws and policies that up-
hold the present systems 
of  racism.

“That racism lives not 
just from person to per-
son but lives within those 
systems, in those laws, 
in those customs, norms, 

practices etc.,” he said. 
“I just want to know if  
that’s truly up for debate 
here.”

Chatham resident Bob 
Pearson, chairperson of  
the education committee 
for NAACP’s Chatham 
Community East Branch, 
drafted a statement on 
Friday with N.C. NAACP 
President Anthony 
Spearman condemn-
ing Lt. Gov. Robinson’s 
remarks and supporting 
the proposed standards. 
In the email in which he 
sent the drafted state-
ment, Pearson thanked 
Spearman for his sup-
port. The statement was 
released by the NAACP 
on Saturday.

That statement said the 
proposed new standards 
are “comprehensive and 
fair,” and said that “in-
structing teachers to hide 
facts and to teach instead 
a politically driven view 
of  history is a threat to 
all that makes America 
great.” The country is 
great, the statement said, 
but racism and injustice 
are also prevalent.

“Learning the truth 

about North Carolina’s 
history — the good truth 
and bad truth — is the 
only way to make good 
citizens of  our children. 
It is also the only way 
to make our democracy 
work,” the statement 
said. “We need our chil-
dren to know the truth, 
the whole truth. Equal 
justice and true freedom 
will come only when that 
full truth is told. We are 
strong enough to know 
the truth. Let our chil-
dren hear it and learn it.”

Chatham Middle’s 
Morgan echoed this senti-
ment, saying it’s import-
ant that history is not 
“whitewashed” through 
the learning process.

“It is important that 
students understand the 
past, which includes the 
good, bad and ugly, so our 
students are better-in-
formed decision-makers 
in the future,” he said. 
“All students deserve an 
education that is inclu-
sive and diverse.”

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached at 
hannah@chathamnr.com.
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deadly weapon with intent to kill, two 
counts of  possession of  a firearm by a 
convicted felon and one count of  dis-
charging a firearm inside city limits.

“We’re working both cases diligent-
ly,” said Siler City Police Chief  Mike 
Wagner, “and we’re committed to bring-
ing justice to our victims.”

Less than two months ago, another 
Siler City resident, Jose “Ramon” Her-
nandez was murdered in a yet-unsolved 
shooting incident. Police found him on 
Waterford Street, off of  Fairfax Street, 
with shots to the torso. He later suc-
cumbed to his wounds at UNC-Chapel 
Hill Medical Center. 

The primary suspect in Hernandez’s 
murder, Sergio “Yovani” Rodriguez — 
brother of  Hernandez’s partner — is 
still at large, with the Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office leading the search.  

At a meeting of  the Siler City board 
of  commissioners on Monday, Commis-
sioner Lewis Fadely drew attention to 
the recent shootings and warned that 

Siler City will not achieve its ambitious 
goals for revitalization until safety has 
been guaranteed.

It’s “ironic,” he said, that in Siler 
City’s mission statement, the first town 
descriptor is “safe.”

“Now that’s being called into ques-
tion because of  increased gun violence, 
increased drug activity, increased gang 
activity,” Fadely said. “... We’ve got to 
protect our citizens, because if  we can’t, 
nothing else we want to achieve is going 
to happen.”

The News + Record will provide 
updates to this story online at www.
chathamnewsrecord.com as more de-
tails become available. 

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be reached 
at dldolder@chathamnr.com and on 
Twitter @dldolder.

‘We’re working both 
cases diligently, and we’re 
committed to bringing justice 
to our victims.’

MIKE WAGNER, Siler City Police Chief
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Chatham’s presiding judge explains how Chatham courts are operating
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

Chatham County courts will remain 
under tight COVID-19 restrictions 

despite state Supreme 
Court Chief  Justice 
Paul Newby’s loosen-
ing of  statewide emer-
gency directives earlier 
this month, Resident 
Superior Court Judge 
Allen Baddour said in 
an exclusive inter-
view with the News + 

Record.
What’s not changed: still no jury trials, 

which have been deferred for several 
months. 

In practice, Chatham courts, under 
Baddour’s supervision, are still function-
ing as they did when former Chief  Jus-
tice Cheri Beasley presided over North 
Carolina’s judicial system. 

“At this point, nothing has changed 
under (Chief  Justice) Newby’s most 
recent emergency directives,” Baddour 
said. “The difference in the two, func-
tionally, is that the statewide freeze on 
jury trials has ended and that decision is 
now a local decision.”

Under Beasley’s administration, 
suspension of  jury trials was mandated 
statewide — for each of  North Carolina’s 

43 district court districts — in a series 
of  emergency directives issued around 
Thanksgiving.

Soon thereafter, Beasley, a Democrat, 
conceded the chief  justice race to Newby, 
a Republican, by just 401 votes out of  
nearly 5.4 million ballots cast in the No-
vember election. (News reports said this 
week Beasley is mulling a run for the seat 
Sen. Richard Burr will vacate in 2022.)

In one of  his first major decisions as 
chief  justice, Newby rescinded many of  
his predecessor’s orders. In doing so, he 
cited what he interpreted as a violation 
of  the state’s constitution which states 
that “the courts shall be open, and that 
justice shall be administered without fa-
vor, denial or delay.” That would apply to 
Chatham’s district and superior courts, 
and the district civil court, all of  which 
convene in Pittsboro’s Justice Center. 

“That is the constitutional require-
ment that the courts shall be open,” 
Newby said at the N.C. State Supreme 
Court ceremonial investitures for all 
newly-elected members. “Open courts 
available for all the citizens is not a luxu-
ry, it is a mandate.”

But Newby did not require N.C. courts 
to resume jury trials. Instead, be delegat-
ed responsibility to the superior court 
judge in each district to make that deci-
sion. For Chatham, that means Baddour.

In concert with the Judicial District 

Executive Council — a group that “was 
formed over 10 years ago to work togeth-
er to address the needs of  the district,” 
he said — Baddour elected to further 
postpone resumption of  jury trials. The 
JDEC’s members include Baddour, Chief  
District Court Judge Samantha Cabe, 
Chatham and Orange counties’ District 
Attorney Jim Woodall, Interim Public 
Defender Woodrena Baker-Harrell, 
Chatham County Clerk of  Court Dana 
Hackney and Orange County Clerk of  
Court Mark Kleinschmidt.

“Luckily for Chatham and Orange, 
our JDEC is a great team, works well 
together, and is on the same page about 
resumption of  jury trials,” Baddour said. 
“... We will also keep an eye on the age of  
cases and the need for justice for those 
charged with crimes, victims and the 
community.”

Jury trials are scheduled to resume 
on March 29 for the Civil Superior Court 
and on April 19 for Criminal Superior 
Court.

“We will, of  course, continue to mon-
itor the pandemic, vaccine distribution, 
and infection rates,” Baddour said, “and 
may modify that schedule if  it becomes 
necessary.”

Tight restrictions on court activity are 
designed to stifle coronavirus spread, 
but they complicate legal proceedings, 
especially in criminal cases where de-

fendants have been jailed awaiting their 
trials.   

“It is really tough when you’ve got 
some of  those cases that just can’t be 
resolved without a jury trial,” Chatham’s 
Rep. Robert Reives II (D - Dist. 54), who 
is also a partner at the law offices of  Wil-
son, Reives & Silverman in Sanford, pre-
viously told the News + Record. “Having 
those clients sitting (in jail) really what 
is an extra year, at least, past where they 
should have been, that’s tough.”

To minimize long jail stays, however, 
Baddour and his staff have adjusted 
their practices.

“In Chatham, we have moved away 
from pre-trial detention for low level 
offenses, and are taking a much closer 
look at everyone who is in custody before 
trial,” he said. “We have definitely trend-
ed away from pre-trial detention for all 
but the most serious situations.”

Even before the pandemic began, 
Baddour was interested in modifying 
detention procedures, but the last year 
has accelerated his plans. 

“We are learning a lot and making 
changes to the way we do business,” he 
said, “and I expect many of  those chang-
es to be permanent.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com and on Twitter 
@dldolder.

JUDGE ALLEN BADDOUR

Baddour

www.silver-thread.com
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OBITUARIES

SANDRA KAYE TYSOR 

Sandra Kaye Tysor, 69, of  
Bear Creek passed away on 
Wednesday, January 13, 2021, 
at UNC Hospital in Chapel Hill. 

Funeral services were held 
at 1 p.m. Tuesday, February 2, 
2012 at Knotts Funeral Home 
in Sanford, with burial in the 
Mt. Herman AME Zion Church 
Cemetery following.

JEANETTE 
(WASHINGTON) 
GOODING 

 Jeanette (Washington) 
Gooding, passed away on 
Monday, January 25, 2021, at 
her home. 

Funeral services were held 
at 3:30 p.m., February 1, 2021, 
at Knotts Funeral Home in 
Sanford. 

BETTY MARGARET 
(DOUGLAS) LEWIS 

Betty Margaret (Douglas) 
Lewis

Ms. Betty Lewis, 82, of  San-
ford, passed away on Friday, 
January 22, 2021, at UNC Hos-
pital in Chapel Hill.

Funeral service was held at 
11 a.m. Saturday, January 30, 
2021, at Knotts Funeral Home 
with burial following in Lee 
Memory Garden.

JUAN DANIEL GONZALEZ 
SANCHEZ

Juan Daniel Gonzalez San-
chez, 32, of  Sanford, passed 
away on Tuesday, January 
26, 2021, at First Health 
Moore Regional Hospital, 
Pinehurst.

Services entrusted to Knotts 
Funeral Home.

ROBERT BAUCOM 

Robert Baucom, 78, of  San-
ford, passed away on Monday, 
January 25, 2021, at his resi-
dence.

Memorial service was held 
Monday, February 1, 2021 
at 1 p.m. at Knotts Funeral 
Home.

ERNEST (BIG E) MCLEAN
Ernest (Big E) McLean, 71, of  

Sanford passed away Wednes-
day, January 20, 2021, at his 
home.

Funeral services were held 
at 3 p.m. Friday, January 29, 
2021, at Knotts Funeral Home 
with burial following in Lee 
Memory Gardens. 

Mr. McLean was born July 
25, 1949, to the late Sylves-
ter McLean and Minnie Lee 
Smith.

REBA WALKER TORBERT 
Reba Walker Torbert, 95, 

of  Pittsboro, died Thursday, 
January 28, 2021, at Parkview 
Health & Rehabilitation in 
Chapel Hill.

A private graveside service 
will be held due to the circum-
stances of  COVID-19.

Reba was born in Chatham 
County on June 1, 1925, to the 
late Colbert William Walker 
and Pallie Parrish Walker. She 
was also preceded in death by 
her husband, Joseph Tankard 
Torbert and two sisters, Hilda 
Estella and Gladys Jane.

Surviving relatives include 
her two sons, Arnold Torbert 
of  Holly Springs, Rick Torbet 
of  Pittsboro; and two grand-
children.

In lieu of  flowers the family 
asks that donations be made 
in Reba’s memory to Pittsboro 
United Methodist Church Cem-
etery General Fund, P.O. Box 
716, Pittsboro, N.C. 27312. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.donaldsonfunerals.com.

Donaldson Funeral Home & 
Crematory is honored to serve 
the Torbert family.

SYLVIA GREEN EDWARDS
Sylvia Green Edwards, 78, of  

Raleigh passed away on Mon-
day, January 25, 2021, at home 
with her family.

A graveside service was held 
at 1 p.m. on Friday, January 29, 
2021, at Collins Grove Cem-
etery with the Rev. Douglas 
Currin officiating. 

She was born in Columbus 
County on July 18, 1942, to 
the late Johnnie Franklin and 
Alice Thompson Green. In 
addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her 
husband, Harold Thomas Ed-
wards and sisters, Joyce Look-
abill and Elizabeth Blackwell. 
Sylvia retired after 40-years 
with N.C.S.U. as an Adminis-
trative Assistant for the N.C. 
Cooperative Extension. She 
has attended St. John’s Baptist 
Church in Raleigh. 

Sylvia is survived by her 
son, Rev. Michael Edwards of  
Sanford; her daughter, Melissa 
Edwards of  Sanford; a brother, 
Lester Green of  Shalotte; and 
four grandchildren.

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

WANDA SUE HICKS 
Wanda Sue Hicks, 66, of  Siler 

City, died Tuesday, January 26, 
2021, at FirstHealth Hospice in 
Pinehurst. 

In accordance with her wish-
es, no services are planned.

Wanda was born in Dillon 
County, S.C., on February 15, 
1954, to Willie and Lucille Clark 
Hyatt, who preceded her in 
death. She attended New Begin-
nings Church of God. She was a 
contact lens technician at Vision 
Care at Battleground Eye. 

She is survived by her 
husband, Danny Hicks of  
the home; son, James Robert 
Southard Jr. of  Morganton; 
daughter, Michelle Wilson of  
Thomasville; step-daughter, 
Rachel Morris of  Bennett; 
sister, Lisa Morgan of  Fayette-
ville; brother, Richard Morgan 
of  Fayetteville; and two grand-
children. 

Condolences may be offered 
online at www.joycebrady-
chapel.com.

Joyce-Brady Chapel of  
Bennett is honored to serve the 
Hicks family.

FLORENCE MAE 
WIDENER YETSCONISH

Florence Mae Widener 
Yetsconish, 86, of  Sanford, 
N.C., passed away on Friday, 
January 29, 2021, at Central 
Carolina Hospital.

A celebration of  life will be 
held at a later date.

She was born in Fayette 
County, Pennsylvania, on March 
10, 1934, to the late Henry Clay 
Widener and Anna Mae Swink 
Widener. Mrs. Yetsconish 
worked in the manufacturing of  
glass. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Paul Yetsconish 
and brothers, Grover, Frank, 
and Michael Widener.

Surviving relatives include 
her daughter, Terry Ann Clay 
of  Sanford; a sister, Shirley 
Wingrove of  Spring Lake; two 
granddaughters and one great 
grandchild.

Arrangements are by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com.

CAROLYN FAYE ELLIS 
Carolyn Faye Ellis, 80, of  Siler City 

passed away on Tuesday, January 
26, 2021, at New Hanover Regional 
Medical Center, Wilmington. 

Mrs. Ellis was born in Chatham 
County on October 3, 1940, the 
daughter of  James Thomas Elix-
son and Fronnie Eubanks Wilson. 
Carolyn enjoyed fishing, cooking and 
she loved to travel. Most of  all, she 
enjoyed spending time with family 
and friends. Quoted from a friend 
who stated this week, “She was a 

woman who created a legacy of  love for her children.” In 
addition to her parents, Carolyn was preceded in death by 
her son, Jason Ellis, brothers, Jimmy and Kenneth Elixson, 
and step-father, Ronnie Wilson. 

She is survived by her daughter, Debbie Brooks (Phil) of  
Siler City; sons, Mike Ellis (Frances) of  Siler City, Donnie 
Ellis (Nancy) of  Siler City, Timmie Ellis, Johnnie Ellis (Sis-
sy) of  Ramseur, and Justin Ellis (Joe) of  Wilmington; sisters, 
Ann Harrison (Joe) of  Siler City, Mary Sparks (Ralph) of  
Sanfor; and brother, Henry Elixson (Faye) of  Pittsboro.

Carolyn will lie in repose from 12 to 5 p.m. on Friday, Feb-
ruary 5, 2021, at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 North 
Second Avenue, Siler City. A graveside service will be held 
at 3 p.m. on Saturday, February 6, 2021, at Hickory Moun-
tain United Methodist Cemetery, with Rev. Robert Lovett 
officiating. 

Memorials may be made to Hickory Mountain United 
Methodist Church Cemetery Fund, 201 Hadley Mill Road, 
Pittsboro, N.C. 27312. 

Smith & Buckner Funeral Home is assisting the Ellis 
family. 

Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-
home.com. 
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HELEN MOODY BUCKNER 
Helen Moody Buckner died Jan-

uary 30, 2021, at home after a brief  
illness. 

She was born Helen Jean Moody 
on May 29, 1927, in Chatham County 
to the late June S. and Lacy Watkins 
Moody. She graduated from Wom-
an’s College (now UNCG) with a 
degree in English, where she was a 
member of  the Golden Chain Honor 
Society, served as a House Presi-
dent, a representative to Student 
Government and was elected to the 

May Court. Helen taught English and Spanish in Chatham 
County schools. 

After her husband Dalton’s death in 1980, she took over 
as owner and operator of  Smith & Buckner Funeral Home 
in Siler City. Helen was the first woman elected to the Siler 
City Town Board and served as Mayor Pro Tem and Com-
missioner for 21 years. She was recognized for protecting 
and expanding public parks, ensuring that town residents 
had safe places to walk, run and bike. The board renamed 
Boling Lane Park’s walking trail the “Helen M. Buckner 
Walking Track.”

She was past president of  The Chatham Hospital Exec-
utive Board of  Trustees and served on the Siler City Advi-
sory Board of  Directors of  RBC Bank. Helen was the first 
woman president of  the Siler City Chamber of  Commerce 
and was honored with its Distinguished Citizen Award 
in 1988. In 1990, she received the Siler City Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs Woman of  the Year Award. 
In 2005, then-Commissioner Buckner received the Annual 
Martin Luther King Jr. Community Service Award. Helen 
was a lifelong member of  First Baptist Church in Siler City 
and served for many years as its assistant treasurer, not just 
because of  her trustworthiness but also because the funeral 
home was located beside First Baptist.

Helen was active in many worthy organizations, includ-
ing the Chatham County Library Board, the N.C. Regional 
Library Board, the Executive Board of  the Occoneechee 
Council of  Boys Scouts of  America, the N.C. Museum of  His-
tory Associates, the Siler City Garden Club and the Commu-
nity Penalties Programs for Orange and Chatham counties. 
Helen advocated for the emerging N.C. Arts Incubator and 
was excited about its impact on the revitalization of  down-
town Siler City.

Helen was a valued civic servant, but more important, a 
beloved wife, sister, mother, grandmother and mother-in-
law. She was preceded in death by the love of  her life, Dalton 
Keith Buckner Sr., her sisters, Sylvia Doris Moody, Lydia 
Ann Moody, and her parents. 

Surviving are her son, Dalton Keith Buckner Jr., wife, 
Gwen Hunnicutt of  Summerfield, N.C., and his daughters 
Kathryn Grainger Buckner of  Charlotte and Anna Dalton 
Buckner of  Valle Crucis and fiancé Anders Ethan Sjöstrand; 
son, Joseph Moody Buckner, wife Julia, and their children, 
Eva Helen Buckner, Zane Dalton Buckner and Nell Rose 
Buckner of  Chapel Hill; her daughter, Sylvia Buckner 
Ramer, husband Kevin of  Chapel Hill, and their sons, John 
Dalton Ramer of  Arlington, Virginia, and Keith Talbott Ra-
mer of  Chapel Hill; and special niece, Cindy Vestal Belton of  
Greensboro. She dearly valued her friends from her person-
al and professional life.

Due to COVID-19, the family will hold a private burial. 
They plan to honor her life at a future date. 

The family extends deep gratitude to Dr. Whitman Rear-
don, UNC Hospice and the loving medical staff who helped 
care for her at home in her final days. 

In lieu of  flowers, contributions in Helen’s memory can be 
made to First Baptist Church, 314 N. Second Ave., Siler City, 
N.C. 27344, or the Food Bank of  North Carolina.

RUDY LAFAYETTE JOHNSON 

Rudy LaFayette Johnson, 69, of  
Siler City passed away Wednesday, 
January 27, 2021, at his home. 

Mr. Johnson was born October 12, 
1951, the son of  Timothy Johnson Sr. 
and Carlene Brooks Johnson. Rudy 
was a coach, Driver’s Ed instructor, 
and ISS teacher. He was a Mason in 
Lodge 711, and the vice-chairman 
of  the Board of  Trustees at Jordan 
Grove AME Zion Church. In addition 
to his parents, Rudy was preceded in 
death by his brother, Homer John-

son, and sister; Annie Williams. 
Survivors include his daughter, Keisha Brown and hus-

band Bobby of  Greensboro; son, Ryan Johnson and wife 
Melissa of  Burlington; sisters, Janie Jordan and husband 
Adrean, and Everleen Russell; brother, Timothy Johnson Jr. 
and wife Edna; grandchildren, Jayden and Payten Johnson, 
Mackenzie Brown and Haylee Dunn; special friend, Rev. 
Judy C. Bowden; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

Mr. Johnson laid in repose on Monday, February 1, 2021, 
from 12 to 5 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Chapel, Siler City. 

A funeral service was held on Tuesday, February 2, 2021, 
at 1 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Chapel with Rev. Ronald 
Thomas officiating. Burial followed at Jordan Grove AME 
Zion Church Cemetery.

Smith & Buckner is assisting the Johnson family. 
Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-

home.com.

GARY T. SMITH 
Gary Thomas Smith, 76, of  Corne-

lius was called Home to be with the 
Lord on Tuesday, January 26, 2021, at 
Novant Regional Medical Center in 
Huntersville. 

Graveside services will be held on 
Friday, February 5, 2021, at 3 p.m. at 
Brush Creek Baptist Church, Air-
port Road, Bear Creek, with Pastor 
Tim Strider officiating. Note: CDC 
guidelines will be followed and mask 
will be required for attendance to the 
service. 

Gary, a native of  Randolph County, was born October 5, 
1944, to the late Willie and Mabel Cox Smith. Gary spent 
many years working in Tractor Parts & Repair, most nota-
bly at Clapp Brothers Tractor in Siler City. He served as a 
Deacon at Brush Creek Baptist Church and was Brother-
hood Director. He also served on the Harborgate Yacht Club 
Board of  Directors as vice president and treasurer for sever-
al years. He enjoyed all things outdoors including hunting, 
fishing, boating as well as rooting for his favorite NASCAR 
driver. He was known for his quick wit, his infectious smile, 
humorous chuckle, and his kind and compassionate spirit.

Gary is preceded in death by his parents and his brother, 
Jimmy Smith.

He is survived by his wife, Patricia; four daughters, 
Sherry Phillips, Emily Smith, Susan Ferguson and Wendy 
Choquette and husband Neal; his brother, Melvin Smith 
and wife Gail; sister-in-law, Bonnie Smith; grandchildren, 
Shawn Smith and wife Hannah, Annette Kidd, Lisa Holder 
and husband Ricky, Megan Johnson and husband Dan, 
Hannah Cochran and husband Jeffrey, Amber Ferguson and 
Amy Mauck and husband Bradye, Julia Baxter and Payne 
Choquette; great-grandchildren Bryant, Dawson, Lincoln, 
Gracie, Brooklyn, Ryan, Brayden and Zac; and numerous 
nieces and nephews including Greg, Benny, Randy, Stephen 
and Michelle. He is also survived by his most cherished best 
friend, Daisy.

Condolences may be made online at www.loflinfuneralser-
vice.com.

Arrangements by Loflin Funeral Home & Cremation 
Service, Ramseur.

Memorials may be made to Brush Creek Baptist Church 
Cemetery, c/o Judy Lane, 45 John Lane Rd., Bear Creek, 
N.C. 27207.

WILLIAM SCOTT CAMPBELL 
William Scott Campbell passed 

away suddenly on Friday, January 
29, 2021. 

Scott was an avid fisherman and 
hunter who loved the outdoors in 
general. He attended Jordan-Mat-
thews High School and was active 
in sports in his younger years. Scott 
was born on May 20, 1964, in Greens-
boro and moved to Siler City in 1972. 
He was a member of  Loves Creek 
Baptist Church in Siler City, N.C.

He is survived by his parents, Den-
nis and Joan Campbell of  Greenville, N.C.; his sister, Tracie 
C. Meeks of  Fountain, N.C.; a daughter, Michele Campbell, 
Williamston, N.C.; two sons, Christopher Campbell of  Win-
ston Salem, N.C., and Johnathan Overacre of  Siler City. He 
leaves behind six grandchildren, Jayden and Kayla Pinnix 
of  Williamston, Camrie, Alyssa, Johnathan Jr., and Kayden 
Overacre of  Siler City; his aunts, Ellen Pearson of  Greens-
boro and Faye Batts Crumby Hudgins of  Julian; nephews, 
Matthew Campbell, Michael Meeks, Jared Meeks; niece, 
Brittany Meeks Jefferson, all of  Greenville; and two special 
companions, Blue and RJ.

Memorial services will be conducted at Wilkerson Fu-
neral Home Chapel in Greenville, Thursday, February 4, at 
4 p.m. The family will receive friends at 3 p.m., prior to the 
service.

See OBITUARIES, page A11
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many of the agency’s resources toward 
helping “people who are homebound, 
sheltering in place, anxious — obvious-
ly — and eager” to get the vaccine.

“We identified those and worked 
back with public health and then 
back with Chatham Transit,” Streets 
said. “So, you’ll see vans today of  
people who are on it with wheel-
chairs and scooters, people ... just 
very excited to be here today.”

At 68, Streets also qualified for the 
vaccine, and was the first on Monday 
to receive a dose.

“So, I’m in that group,” he said. 
“I’m really excited about getting my 
vaccine.”

In total, 214 inoculations were per-
formed during the mass vaccination 
event, the third in three weeks to be 
hosted by Chatham County’s health 
department at the Pittsboro Agri-
culture & Convention Center. This 
was the second week that it has been 
organized as a drive-thru event.

“Drive-thru offers a number of  
advantages,” said CCPHD Director 
Mike Zelek. “... Logistically, it’s very 
easy to maintain flow, speed — peo-
ple get in and out faster.”

With rare exception, attendees de-
part within 30 minutes of  their arriv-
al, Zelek said, “so, we’re pretty proud 

of  that. I’m sure you’ve seen places 
where it’s been longer, so that’s real-
ly a testament to our team.”

And drive-thrus minimize poten-
tial spread of  the coronavirus as 
compared to indoor alternatives.

“Of  course, we’re in a pandemic 
right now,” Zelek said, “the more we 
can do to keep people spaced out and 
outside, the better.”

Despite logistical success, though, 
county representatives were disap-
pointed to have received fewer vaccines 
than in previous shipments. 

“People in the community are so 
frustrated, I’m sure,” said Chatham 
County Public Information Officer 
Kara Dudley. “We have 17,000 people 
on our contact list right now.”

Of  those, about 11,000 are current-
ly eligible for vaccines.

“But we’re only getting 400 one week, 
200 on another,” Dudley said, “that’s 
not even scratching the surface.”

North Carolina topped one million 
vaccine doses administered on Mon-
day — a momentous achievement 
— but far fewer than necessary to 
meet the state’s demand. The vaccine 
shortage has caused widespread con-
sternation, but Chatham’s health de-
partment and independent providers 
are powerless to supply more shots. 
The county’s allocation is subject to 
state-level decision making. 

“The state says they get 120,000 
each week,” said CCPHD Communi-

cations Specialist Zachary Horner, 
“so they divide that among the coun-
ties and among the providers. They’re 
working with what they have, so we’re 
working with what we have.”

Local health are not responsible for 
the bottleneck, but still they regret 
the delay in vaccine dispensation.

“We’re sorry that this effort takes 
so much time,” Zelek said. “We’ve 
been saying to folks over the last 
several weeks, ‘We appreciate your 
patience, this just takes time because 
the supply is limited right now.’ ... 
The supply just doesn’t meet de-
mand, and that’s just the reality.”

For both those who have and have 
not received vaccinations, the rec-
ommendations — besides patience — 
are the same: mask up.

“The CDC recommendation is still to 
wear your mask,” Horner said. “There 
haven’t been studies yet that say one 
way or the other, whether you can still 
pass the virus on to someone else if  
you’ve been vaccinated. So, right now, 
yes, the guidance is still to keep wearing 
a face covering after you get the vaccine 
because yes, now you’ve received that 
protection. But we don’t know how long 
it lasts yet, we don’t know if you can 
pass the virus on to someone else. So, 
continue to wear your face covering.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be 
reached at dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.

smile under my mask, 
but it was there. 

It has been nearly 
a year since Chatham 
County reported its 
first COVID-19 case (the 
second in North Caroli-
na). Many of our most 
vulnerable residents have 
remained sheltering in 
place. Our Council on 
Aging has provided meals, 
supplies, telephone reas-
surance, in-home person-
al care, virtual program-
ming, transportation to 
medical visits and grocery 
shopping and many other 
forms of assistance — but 
there is no question the 
extended pandemic has 
taken a toll. 

Many of  our seniors 
live alone and do not 
have access to the In-
ternet. I appreciate the 
commitment of  Cha-
tham County to work 
especially hard to reach 
those who are isolated 
and especially vulnera-
ble. It has been a collabo-
rative effort — symbolic 

of  Public Health’s cam-
paign of  “Share Love, 
Not COVID.” 

We are certainly not at 
the point we can relax. We 
are only at the beginning 
stages of assuring that 
all people who want the 
vaccine can get the vac-
cine. Even for those who 
receive the vaccine, we 
must continue the 3 W’s 
— wearing a mask, wait-
ing a safe distance from 
others, and washing our 
hands frequently. There 
is no substitute, no other 
option for community 
patriots concerned about 
our fellow residents.  

I want to say a spe-
cial thanks to Chatham 
County Public Health, 
Chatham County Emer-
gency Management and 
Chatham Hospital for 
their leadership and 
professionalism through-
out this COVID-19 period. 
We are blessed to live in a 
county that is so capable 
and caring. This has been 
a great way to start “We 
Love Seniors” month, as 
proclaimed by the Cha-
tham County Board of  
County Commissioners.

Vaccine questions answered: No 
vaccine cost, no ID required, and more
You asked; we found 
answers. Last week, the 
News + Record fielded 
questions and con-
cerns from Cha-
tham’s Hispanic 
community mem-
bers about the 
COVID-19 
vaccines 
and the 
county’s 
distri-
bution 
process. 
Reporter 
Victoria Johnson then 
posed these questions 
to Chatham County 
Public Health Director, 
Mike Zelek. Here are his 
answers below, edited for 
clarity and brevity.

What fee, if any, will peo-
ple have to pay to receive 
the vaccine, and can I still 
receive the vaccine if I don’t 
have health insurance?

The vaccine has no 
cost to the individual 
getting it. Some provid-
ers may bill insurance. 
We, the health depart-
ment, are not currently 
billing insurance for the 
administration of  the 
vaccine, but providers 
are allowed to do that. 
But that would be a fee 
to the insurer.

If  the individual is 
uninsured, they could 
be covered at the federal 
level by HRSA (U.S. 
Health Resources and 
Services Administra-
tion). So all that to say, 
the individual should 
not be billed for the 
vaccine; they should not 
be charged. ... It would 
only be the potential for 
some providers to bill 
the insurance company 
for the administration 
fee, similar to how some 
would do the flu vaccine 
or other vaccines. ... 
Even if  the provider is 
collecting insurance in-
formation, you say, “I’m 
uninsured,” they won’t 
turn you away. 

Can undocumented 
immigrants receive the vac-
cine? What identification or 
information — if any — do 
sites vaccinating people 
require to get the shot?

Yes. Providers do not 
require identification, 
so that is not a limiting 
factor in getting the 
vaccine. For example, 
for us, if  somebody came 
and met the eligibility 
criteria, say they were 65 
and older, they can get 
the vaccine, period, end 
of  story. That shouldn’t 
be a limiting factor; they 
shouldn’t be concerned 
about sharing their 
information. They’ll be 
asked to fill out a form 
with their name, date 
of  birth, things like 
that, and that goes into 
the state CVMS sys-

tem — COVID Vaccine 
Management System. … 
So name, address, date 

of  birth. It (also) asks 
about demographics, 
and the bigger form 
for the data asks for 

prioritiza-
tion, so if  
they work 

in a certain 
setting that 

would put 
them in 
a Group 
Three or 

whatever. It also asks 
information about what 
arm the vaccine goes 
in, who administered it, 
things like that, but not 
documentation status. 
We want everybody to 
get vaccinated because 
ultimately, that’s what 
we believe in as a public 
health department (and 
as a) public health sys-
tem. We all benefit when 
more and more people 
are vaccinated.

There are a lot of vac-
cines — Moderna, Pfizer, 
and others coming in. Are 
some vaccines better than 
others, and how do people 
choose between them, if 
we can choose?

I’d start by speaking 
to the two with Emer-
gency Use Authorization 
from the FDA. That’s the 
Moderna vaccine and 
the Pfizer vaccine. They 
differ from the others, 
especially in the point 
that they have Emergen-
cy Use Authorization, 
which means that they 
can be administered. 
Right now in the U.S., 
Moderna and Pfizer 
are the vaccines being 
administered. They are 
very comparable. The 
efficacy is very com-
parable. The way they 
work is very compara-
ble; they’re both mRNA 
vaccines. They’re both 
very effective. Both 
have really high safety 
profiles as well ... It just 
depends on the provider, 
what they are allocated 
from the state. So we 
are getting the Moderna 
vaccine, and some other 
providers are getting the 
Pfizer vaccine. ...

For the two that have 
gotten Emergency Use 
Authorization, both two-
dose vaccine, efficacy 
both right around 94% or 
95%, safety profile very 
similar, technology very 
similar — I wouldn’t tell 
you one versus the other, 
other than where you’re 
able to get it because, of  
course, supply versus 
demand. Supply is very 
low versus the demand, 
which is very high. So I 
would encourage folks 
if  they are eligible and 
interested in the vaccine, 
if  they have the oppor-
tunity to get it, to take 
advantage. 

The CCPHD is currently 
receiving the Moderna 
vaccine. Might that change 
in the coming months?

It may. With the 
pandemic, it’s hard to 
predict anything in the 
coming months, but 
right now, we’re getting 
Moderna. That’s all 
we’ve gotten to date, 
and I haven’t gotten any 
indication that that will 
change. Now, there are 
some vaccines that are 
out for Emergency Use 
Authorization, so if  they 
do get approved, that 
could change. I don’t 
know what that will look 
like, but for now, all we 
have gotten to date, and 
all we are told we’re 
getting, is Moderna. 

Should people still 
get vaccinated if they’ve 
already had COVID-19?

Yes. They should not get 
vaccinated if they are cur-
rently symptomatic with 
COVID, or in their isola-
tion period. They should 
also not leave the house, so 
that’s the big thing.

But yes, it is recom-
mended. They’re still 
eligible. When you get 
the virus, you develop 
the antibodies, and the 
vaccine also leads you to 
develop antibodies that 
help your body respond 
if  you are infected. 
There the thought is that 
the vaccine would have 
longer protection, a big-
ger antibody response, 
than just a virus. So it is 
encouraged to do so, and 
if  folks have any ques-
tions about that, they 
could certainly talk with 
their medical providers. 

The coronavirus has 
mutated and continues to 
mutate. How long can we 
expect vaccines to work 
against the virus and its 
variants?

Those studies are 
ongoing. You may 
have heard about that 
UK (United Kingdom) 
variant. The vaccines 
that we currently have 
are anticipated to have 
strong efficacy against 
that variant. The studies 
are ongoing about other 
variants for the different 
vaccines and responses. 
Companies are working 
on booster shots in the 
future as well, so those 
are the things that we’re 
going to learn over time. 
I wouldn’t say that folks 
should say, “I’m not 
going to get the vaccine 
now because of  it,” 
because there’s still very 
high efficacy, and there’s 
reason to believe that 
it is still quite effective 
against some of  these 
variants, and maybe 
the others as well. The 
studies are ongoing, 
and scientists will keep 
working on that. 

Vaccine frustrations continue, 
but distribution is accelerating

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

Shelby Kreidick, 74, has been trying to 
get her coronavirus vaccine for weeks. 

The first calls she made were to UNC 
Health in Siler City, but she gave up 
when the UNC system’s automated 
prompts confused her.

Next, she tried the county health 
department.

“I pulled out my phone book and the 
number I found was for Pittsboro,” Kreidick 
said. “So, I called that number, and some 
lady — I don’t know who she was — she 
took my information. I explained that me 
and my husband are both in our 70s, and so 
we would like to get the COVID shot.”

The staffer told Kreidick about a 
mass vaccination clinic on the following 
Monday and said a health department 
representative would call back soon to 
schedule the couple’s appointments.

But that Monday came and went, and 
Kreidick says she never heard back.

“I thought, I guess I’ll call again to make 
sure I didn’t miss a call or anything,” Kreid-
ick said. “So, I talked to a different lady and 
she said they don’t make appointments out 
of Pittsboro, I had to call Siler City, and she 
gave me a different number to call.”

To Kreidick’s dismay, the health de-
partment staffer who picked up the phone 
in Siler City informed her there was no 
record of  Kreidicks in the system — they 
were not on the list to get a vaccine.

“But I could go to ‘www-dot-whatever’ 
and get on the list,” Kreidick said. “Well, 
I’ve already been on every website I can find 
trying to register and making all the calls 
I possibly can call to find out when we can 
get on there to get our shot ... At this point 
I’m just kind of frustrated and I don’t know 
what to do, but I know a lot of people are.”

Kreidick is not alone. Many Chatham-
ites have expressed similar difficulties 
amid the rush to schedule vaccinations, 
Chatham County Public Health Depart-
ment representatives say.

“Our contact list has grown to more 
than 10,000 names, and we understand it is 
frustrating for folks wondering when they 
will be able to get the vaccine,” CCPHD Di-
rector Mike Zelek told the News + Record 
on Friday. “... Our staff has been very hard 
at work responding to these questions, and 
we receive many, many calls each day.”

Since then, the list has grown to more 
than 17,000. 

Part of  the challenge is inherent to the 
system. Scheduling appointments via 
phone means some people are temporarily 
passed over if  they miss a return call. 

“An issue we have run into is when 
we call to schedule appointments, not 
everyone answers the phone,” Zelek said. 
“We understand many do not answer calls 
from unknown numbers, but this can 
make it difficult to schedule appointments 
with those who have reached out to us.”

CCPHD will not strike people’s names 
from the list of  interested persons should 
they neglect to pick up the phone. But 
Chatham residents’ chances of  scheduling 
an appointment will be delayed. 

“We will make every attempt to reach 
people on our list,” said CCPHD Commu-
nications Specialist Zachary Horner. “If  
they do not pick up when we call, we will 
come back to them until they schedule 
an appointment with us or tell us they’ve 
received the vaccine elsewhere. However, 
we will continue to call people to fill up 
our vaccination clinic schedules.”

UNC Health representatives are also 
aware of  the difficulties many face in the 
wait for their shots, but they urge the 
public to endure.

“We recognize the frustration and confu-
sion the process is causing people who want 
to get vaccinated but can’t get an appoint-
ment,” said Alan Wolf, UNC Health’s director 

of local news and issues. “... Vaccine supplies 
are very limited, and at UNC Health our ap-
pointments are scheduled each week based 
on the vaccine received from the state.”

Unlike the county health department, 
which keeps a master list of interested people, 
UNC does not offer a wait list. People inter-
ested in getting the vaccine must keep calling 
back or schedule an appointment online.

“We urge anyone who is eligible to 
continue checking back on our vaccine 
website, YourShot.org,” Wolf  said. “As 
we get additional allocations of  vaccines, 
we post appointments there. We ask for 
patience as we are receiving a very high 
number of  phone calls and emails.”

Experiences like Kreidick’s have been 
exacerbated by a shortage of  vaccines — 
in Chatham County and statewide. For 
many weeks, North Carolina was rated 
among the least efficient vaccine distrib-
utors in the country, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. This week, UNC Health will have 
fewer than 8,000 available doses, “far 
fewer than we expected,” Wolf  said.

But North Carolina has improved 
its standing among the 50 states. As of  
Thursday, North Carolina had risen to 
number 12 in the country for vaccines 
administered per 100,000 residents from 
number 40 a week earlier, as first report-
ed by The Charlotte Observer. The state 
had fallen to number 20 as of  Tuesday.

While UNC Heath has not received as 
many shots as anticipated, CCPHD is 
seeing an uptick in its allotment. 

“Through January 25th, the CCPHD had 
administered more than 1,300 first doses 
of the COVID-19 vaccine through appoint-
ments at its Siler City clinic, multiple mo-
bile clinics and two mass vaccination events 
at the Chatham County Agriculture & 
Conference Center in Pittsboro,” a CCPHD 
press release announced on Friday.

In the next three weeks, the county ex-
pects to administer nearly as many doses 
— at least 1,000 — following assurances 
from the N.C. Dept. of  Health and Human 
Services that vaccines will arrive with 
more frequency moving forward.

“This week, NCDHHS informed provid-
ers of  base allocations they will receive 
each week for the next three weeks,” the 
press release said. “The CCPHD is slated 
to receive a weekly base allocation of  200 
first doses over the next three weeks.” 

An additional 200 are expected to arrive 
next week as part of  a NCDHHS program 
“to promote equitable access to vaccines 
across the state, including among histori-
cally-marginalized populations.” 

To distribute those vaccines, a special 
event in partnership with a faith commu-
nity will be scheduled. CCPHD is expect-
ed to release more details next week.

On Monday, the county administered 
210 shots during a third mass vaccination 
event at the Agriculture & Conference Cen-
ter. Vaccinations are by appointment only 
and were given between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

To schedule an appointment with 
CCPHD, visit www.chathamnc.org/vac-
cinetool or call 919-545-8323.

UNC Health is offering COVID-19 vacci-
nation at locations around the state includ-
ing a site behind Chatham Hospital in Siler 
City and nearby in Chapel Hill. Interested 
individuals can visit www.unchealthcare.
org/schedule or call (984) 215-5485 to sched-
ule an appointment when available.  

Duke Health, based in Durham, is also 
scheduling vaccinations when available. 
To learn more, visit https://www.duke-
health.org/covid-19-update/covid-19-vac-
cine-update or call (919) 385-0429. 

For a full list of options in North Carolina, 
visit https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/findyourspot. 

Reporter D. Lars Dolder can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com and on Twitter 
@dldolder.

BLESSED
Continued from page A1

EVENT
Continued from page A1

COVID-19 VACCINE LA VOZ DE CHATHAM Q&A | THE VACCINE



Snow days look different 
for some Chatham 
students this year

 BY HANNAH 
MCCLELLAN

News + Record Staff

A light dusting of  snow 
brought about the first 
snow day of  2021 last 
Thursday, but most Cha-
tham students still went 
to school, albeit remotely.

In a world using many 
more remote learning 
tools and platforms this 
year than last winter, it 
seems traditional snow 
days could become be a 
thing of  the past. Cha-
tham County Schools 
announced on Wednes-
day night that Thursday 
would be a remote learn-
ing day for all students, 
citing forecasts calling 
for accumulating snow 
and hazardous driving 
conditions. 

Currently, all K-8 CCS 
students have the option 
of  going to in-person hy-
brid learning; high school 
students were completely 
virtual until they start-
ed Plan B Monday. The 
district said it hoped to 
return to normal opera-
tions on Friday.

Students still found 
time to enjoy the snow — 
and even a few snowballs 
— before turning to their 
computers for remote 
learning. People who 
commented on the News 
+ Record’s Facebook post 
asking Chatham families 
to share pictures from 
their snow day said they 
tried to enjoy the day be-
fore starting class time.

“Out early to enjoy the 
snow before it melts and 
they have Zoom meet-
ings!” Kristin Straughn 
Elsenbeck said.

Another commenter 
posted a video of  the 
snow falling at 3 a.m., 
“long before teaching 
remotely” on Thursday. 
Some people expressed 
disappointment with 
Zoom classes taking away 
time from enjoying the 
snow. 

“Anyone else think 
its a shame to lose snow 
days for kids?” One 
poster asked. “They are 
taking the fun of  snow 
days away...”

Another commenter 
agreed, adding, “Sadly 
by the time Zooms were 
over, the snow was gone, 
so no pics here.”

Willow Oak Montessori 
Charter School, located 
in northern Chatham, 
was also in fully remote 
instruction on Thursday.

Still, some schools 
opted to provide a more 
traditional snow day 
experience.

Chatham Charter, 
a public K-12 charter 
school located in Siler 

City, said that “out of  an 
abundance of  caution” 
and “strong desire for 
everyone to fully enjoy 
any beautiful snow,” the 
school would be closed 
to students and staff 
Thursday.

“Enjoy your free day 
with no live instruction 
or new assignments!” 
the school posted on its 
website.

In neighboring Wake 
County Schools, where 
students are receiving 
online-only instruction 
through at least mid-Feb-
ruary, the district said 
Thursday would be an 
asynchronous learning 
day, meaning no live 
instruction would take 
place and teachers would 
communicate assign-
ments to students to do 
on their own time.

“Schools will take 
into consideration that 
winter weather and snow 
days are a time-honored 
celebration in our com-
munity and assign work 
accordingly,” the district 

said on its website in a 
Jan. 7 update. “While 
there will be require-
ments for work, families 
should expect to also 
have time to celebrate 
their own traditions.”

Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
Schools said all school 
buildings would be closed 
Thursday to students and 
staff.

“That’s right. Closed. 
It’s a snow day, so please 
unplug, get away from 
your computers and 
enjoy your time,” the 
district’s website says. 
“Please enjoy your time, 
stay safe and we’ll look 
forward to seeing you 
soon.”

Durham County 
Schools, which has virtu-
al classes the rest of  the 
year, and Orange County 
Schools both opted for 
remote learning days.

Reporter Hannah Mc-
Clellan can be reached 
at hannah@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter at @
HannerMcClellan.
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ANDERSON NIVERSITY 

The following local students have 
been named to the 2020 Fall Semes-
ter Dean’s List at Anderson Univer-
sity:

• Bryson Saunders of  Bennett
• Alyssa Gaines of  Siler City

COASTAL CAROLINA 
UNIVERSITY

Stevieleigh Snavey has been 
named to the Dean’s List at Coastal 
Carolina University for the 2020 Fall 
Semester. 

HONOR LISTS CHURCH NEWS
MAYS CHAPEL BAPTIST CHURCH 

A sermon series, “God Wins,” a line-
by-line explanatory look at the book of  
Revelation, will be held at Mays Chapel 
Baptist Church each Sunday at 10 a.m. 
with an outdoor drive-in service. Social 
distancing and mask-wearing practiced. 
Pastor Gregory Lamb preaches from 
the porch of  the church with services 
transmitted over the radio so you can 
hear the service while running the car’s 
heater as needed. 

The church is located at 24 Rosser Rd. 
in Bear Creek, 8 miles from the Pitts-
boro traffic circle. 

Submitted photo by Mary Wyatt Tiger

If there’s a will, there’s a way!

Submitted by Kristin Straughn Elsenbeck

‘Out early to enjoy the snow before it melts and 
they have Zoom meetings!’ Elsenbeck captioned 
this photo.

Submitted photo by Katie Landolt

This is sledding, right?

call 
(919) 663-3232 

or go to 
chathamnewsrecord.

com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR 
FOR ONLY
$45 in county 
 $50  outside 

county

www.chathamnewsrecord.com

Solution for the puzzle in last week’s edition.

DAK Income Tax Service
(formerly Daphne King Income Tax Service)

Brenda Nall • Andrew Nall

221 E. Raleigh St, Siler City • 919-742-5778 or 919-898-4526
Hours: Mon - Fri 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Saturday 9:00 AM-1:00 PM

Happy Birthday to our Beautiful Angel

Ashley Nicole Pyrtle
February 4, 1990 - April 26, 2008

Our hearts are broken but we will see our Angel again in Heaven 
one day! We love you, Daddy, Mama, Caroline & Lauren

Th e grass withers and the fl owers fade, but the 
Word of God stands forever.   -Isaiah 40:8
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Kiwanis Park enhancement project will emphasize universal access 
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Pitts-
boro’s Kiwanis Park, 
located on Credle Street, 
will be getting a make-
over thanks to longtime 
Chatham resident Patri-
cia L. Johnson.  

Johnson was recog-
nized last week by the 
town’s board of  com-
missioners for a $50,000 
donation to fund park 
enhancements that will 
“create an inclusive 
playground that goes 
beyond the minimal re-
quirements of  universal 
access and encourages 
children of  all abilities 
to interact and play with 
each other,” a town reso-
lution said.  

“We’re just really 
privileged and fortunate 
to have Ms. Johnson’s 
donation and to have the 
support of  the Kiwan-

is Club with us in the 
town,” Town Manager 
Chris Kennedy told the 
News + Record. “We’re 
excited about it and look 
forward to seeing the 
project come to frui-
tion.”

An expansion of  the 
Kiwanis park has been 
in concept for years, 
club representatives 
said, but funds have 
been short until now. 

“This donation means 
that we’ve now got a real 
chance at doing what 
we’ve wanted to do for a 
good while,” said John 
Justice, a past president 
of  Pittsboro’s Kiwanis 
Club.

The club’s primary 
goal will be to include 
more accessible features 
in the modified park.

“We want to do some-
thing for special needs 
kids,” said Bill Baker, 
another of  the club’s 

past presidents, “to 
incorporate some of  that 
in its design.”

The Kiwanis Club’s 
commitment to univer-
sal access is what first 
compelled Johnson to 
donate.

“That was one thing 
that attracted me when 
I first read about the 
plan and it talked about 
that,” she said. “My late 
husband’s grandson is 
autistic, so that is very 
special to me.”

Ronald D. Singleton 
was a long-time North 
Carolina engineer who 
retired from Chatham 
County as public works 
director. Most of  his 
career was spent in Cary 
as town engineer. For 
his lifetime commitment 
to public service, his 
widow felt a donation 
to upgrade the Kiwanis 
park was a fitting tribute 
to his legacy.

“I knew about the 
park and I thought that 
would be a good place to 

put a donation in Ron’s 
name,” she said.

In addition to John-
son’s donation, a re-
cently approved reim-
bursement grant from 
Chatham County will 
further contribute to the 
park’s redevelopment.

“So, between the two,” 
Kennedy said, “we’re 
$73,025 better off than 
we were a few weeks 
ago.”

Besides play features, 
the park will require 
significant infrastruc-
ture modifications, such 
as “comfort stations,” 
which Kennedy says 
will cost about $100,000 
alone.

“And that’s just a fan-
cy term for restrooms,” 
Kennedy said. “In parks 
they call them comfort 
stations for whatever 
reason, but I guess when 
you need them they are 
comforting.”

It may seem standard 
for parks to include on 
site restrooms, he added, 
but it’s a rarity in Pitts-
boro.

“That’s an exciting 
project for us,” he 
said, “because anyone 
who’s been here long 
enough knows we don’t 

have bathrooms in our 
parks.”

Right now, the Kiwan-
is park is served by a 
porta-potty.

“It works,” Kennedy 
said, “but it’s not the 
most ideal situation.”

The town and the Ki-
wanis Club have not yet 
worked out a timeline 
for the project, Kennedy 
said, but they “won’t sit 
on it forever” — it’s inte-
gral to a bigger vision of  
Pittsboro’s expansion.

“You’re going to have 
a lot of  new develop-
ments with newer park 
features and recreation 
amenities within their 
subdivisions,” Kennedy 
said. “But from a town 
perspective, looking at 
the more historic parks 
like this one that have 
been around for a while, 
we want those to be 
revamped — we want to 
keep those current. We 
can’t just let those rust 
away. So, we certainly 
will keep investing in 
those things.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.
com and on Twitter @
dldolder.
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Town Manager Chris Kennedy, John Justice, Commissioner Jay Farrell, 
Patricia L. Johnson and Bill Baker, left to right.

CHARLES HOOKER 
BUTLER

Charles Hooker Butler, 84, of  
Pittsboro, died Sunday, Janu-
ary 31, 2021, at Duke Regional 
Hospital. 

There are no services 
planned at this time. A memo-
rial service will be held at a 
later date.

Charles was born in Orange 
County on March 14, 1936, to 
the late Ernis Homer Butler 
and Annie Lee Perkins But-
ler. He was also preceded in 
death by one granddaughter, 
Elizabeth Rachel Partin, one 
grandson, Charles Franklin 
Partin, and brothers, Ernest 
Homer Butler, William “Bill” 
A. Butler, Jameson Grannis 
“Grant” Butler, and Robert 
“Bobby” Horace Butler. 

Surviving relatives include 

his wife, Sylvia Bailey Butler; 
daughter, Laura Butler Partin 
of  Pittsboro; two grandchildren, 
and four great-grandchildren. 

In lieu of  flowers the family 
asks for memorial contribu-
tions to be made in Charles’ 
memory to the American 
Heart Association/American 
Stroke Association P.O. Box 
840692, Dallas, TX 75284-0692.

Condolences may be made at 
www.donaldsonfunerals.com

Donaldson Funeral Home & 
Crematory is honored to serve 
the Butler family. 

LONNIE BLUE
Lonnie Blue, 63, of  Sanford, 

passed away on Friday, Janu-
ary 29, 2021, at Central Caroli-
na Hospital.

Services entrusted to: Knotts 
Funeral Home.

ROBERT P. BROOKS
Robert Parker Brooks, 89, 

of  Ramseur, died Tuesday, 
January 26, 2021, at Randolph 
Hospice House in Asheboro.

Graveside services were 
held at 11 a.m. Friday, Janu-
ary 29, 2021, at Parks Cross-
roads Christian Church, 
Ramseur with military hon-
ors by the Seymour Johnson 
Air Force Base Honor Guard, 
with Rev. Bryan Rush offici-
ating.

Robert was a native of  
Randolph County, a cattle and 
poultry farmer and a veteran 
of  the U.S. Air Force where 
he served in the Korean War 
as a jet engine mechanic. He 
was preceded in death by his 
parents, Thomas Garland and 
Pansy Wood Brooks, and his 
sisters, Edith Burgess and 
Hilda Coble.

Survivors include a daugh-
ter, Tammy Brooks of  Green 
Mountain; son, Mark Brooks of  
Ramseur; brother, Sam Brooks 
of  Ramseur; two grandchil-
dren, and three great-grand-
children.

Condolences may be made 
online at www.loflinfuneralser-
vice.com.

Memorials may be made 
to Mt. Pleasant Community 
Church, 2415 Hoover Hill, Trin-
ity, NC 27370.

JOHNNY MACK BROWN
Johnny Mack Brown, 74, of  

Sanford, passed away Thurs-
day, January 28, 2021, at his 
home. 

Graveside funeral services 
were conducted at 3 p.m. Sat-
urday at the Antioch Baptist 
Church Cemetery with Rev. 
Doug Western officiating.

He was born in Lee Coun-
ty, son of  the late Byrdene 
Herman and Louise Morri-
son Brown. He worked for 
Roberts Company for 25 
years and retired from Park-
er Hannifin. 

Surviving is his wife, Fran-
ces Brown of  the home; daugh-
ter, Wendy Brown Williams of  
Broadway; son, Robbie Brown 
of  Sanford; sister, Pat Gar-

rett of  Johnsonville; brother, 
Charlie Brown of  Sanford; 
three grandchildren, and one 
great-granddaughter. 

Online condolences can be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

IRETHA BOLTON
Iretha Bolton, 85, passed 

away January 25, 2021, at San-
ford Health and Rehabilitation. 

A memorial service will be 
held on Saturday, February 6, 
2021, at 2 p.m. at Pineywood 
Baptist Church, 545 Pineywood 
Church Road, Cameron, N.C. 
28326

She was born in Rocking-
ham County on July 12, 1935, 
to the late Gernie and Ella 
Mae Coe Marion. In addition 
to her parents, she was preced-
ed in death by her husbands, 
Cecil Strickland, Mitchell 
Mullins and brothers, William, 
Wayne and Alfred Marion. 
Iretha was a beautician and 
shop owner. 

Survivors include her 
sister, Virginia Blackman 
of  Burgaw; children, Bruce 
Strickland of  Port Orange, 
Florida, Donnie Strickland of  
Broadway, Michael Mullins of  
Sanford and Blair Thompson 
of  Spring Hill; six grandchil-
dren and four great-grand-
children.

Arrangements are by Bridg-
es-Cameron Funeral Home. 

Condolences may be made at 
www.bridgescameronfuneral-
home.com. 

ALBERT CHARLES PARISI 
JR. 

Albert Charles Parisi Jr., 
31, of  Sanford passed away 
on Sunday, January 24, 
2021. 

A memorial service will be 
held at a later date. 

He was born on March 30, 
1989, son of  Albert Parisi Sr. 
and Pauline Antoniette Tolbert 
Parisi. He was preceded in 
death by his grandparents, 
Sam and Katherine Parisi. He 
was a Veteran of  the United 
States Army. 

Surviving are his parents; 

son, Albert Charles Parisi III 
of  Spartanburg, S.C.; brothers, 
Paul Alan Parisi of  Calabash, 
N.C., Blake Alexander Parisi 
and Sam Albert Parisi, both of  
Sanford; grandparents, Paul 
and Linda Tolbert of  Enoree, 
S.C. 

Online condolences may be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com.

CECIL BUREN ‘BUDDY’ 
FULMER JR.

Cecil Buren “Buddy” Ful-
mer Jr., 80, of  Broadway, died 
Wednesday, January 27, 2021, 
at Emerald Health and Reha-
bilitation in Lillington.

A memorial service will be 
held at a later date. 

He was born in Logan, 
West Virginia, son of  the late 
Cecil Buren Fulmer and Mary 
Fulmer. He was a member of  
Salem Presbyterian Church, 
and a graduate of  Virginia 
Tech. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Brenda Cobb Fulmer of  the 
home; sons, Buren Fulmer 
of  Broadway, Brian Fuller of  
Columbus, N.C; sister, Debbie 
Thomas of  Nashville, Tennes-
see; brother, Tom Fulmer of  
Abington, Virginia; and two 
grandchildren. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family 
request memorials made to 
Salem Presbyterian Church, 
c/o Debbye Sloan, 8304 Hill-
crest Farm Road, Sanford, N.C. 
27330. 

Online condolences may be 
made at www.smithfuneral-
homebroadway.com. 

Arrangements are by the 
Smith Funeral Home of  Broad-
way. 

HARRIET BRITNEY 
TAYLOR

Ms. Harriet Britney Taylor, 
40, passed away on Thursday, 
January 21, 2021, at FirstHealth 
Moore Regional Hospital in 
Pinehurst.

Funeral services were held 
at 3 p.m. Saturday, January 30, 
2021, at the Dennis A. Wicker 
Civic Center. Burial followed at 
Minter Cemetery. 

OBITUARIES
Continued from page A8

MARGARET HILLIARD PHILLIPS 
Margaret Hilliard Phillips, 86, of  Siler City passed away 

on Thursday, January 28, 2021, in Siler City. 
Mrs. Phillips was born in Chatham County on September 

27, 1934, the daughter of  John Gordon and Ethel Dunlap 
Hilliard. 

Margaret was a member of  Edward Hill Friends Meet-
ing Church. She was very family orientated and a devot-
ed friend. Margaret was a great mother and very loving 
grandmother. She was a hard worker and loved spending 
her Sunday family days in the kitchen, cooking a large meal. 
Margaret was a blessing to all she met and will be missed by 
so many whose lives she touched. In addition to her par-
ents, Margaret was preceded in death by her daughter, Sue 
Wall Humes, grandson, Aaron Paul Lee Brady, sister, Ruby 
Fesmire, brother, Howard Hilliard and wife Rachel, nephew, 
Lynn Hilliard, and a dear brother-in-law, Paul Fesmire.

She is survived by her daughter, Lorrie Wall of  Bear 
Creek; sons, Danny Wall and wife Becky of  Durham, Jimmy 
Wall of  Siler City; grandchildren, Maggi, Luke and Matthew 
Brady, great grandchildren, James Fulford, Maddie Phil-
lips and Katy Brady; sister, Kathleen Burke; nephews and 
nieces, Jerry, Johnny, and Billy Hilliard, Dennis and Bonnie 
Burke, and Sue Martin.

Margaret laid in repose on Tuesday, February 2, 2021, 
from 12 to 5 p.m. at Smith & Buckner Funeral Home, 230 
North Second Avenue, Siler City. A graveside service was 
held on Wednesday, February 3, 2021, at 2 p.m. at Edward 
Hill Friends Meeting Cemetery, 92 Ed Leonard Road, Bonlee 
with Josh Conrad officiating. 

Memorials may be made to Edward Hill Friends Meeting 
Cemetery Fund, 92 Ed Leonard Road, Siler City, N.C. 27344. 

Smith & Buckner is assisting the Phillips family. 
Online condolences may be made at www.pughfuneral-

home.com.

•

•

•

•

•

•



A12   |   Chatham News + Record   |   FEBRUARY 4-10, 2021
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Since1991

EVERY 
Engagement 

Ring In Store, 
40%-60% 

OFF!

All February 
birthstone 

jewelry 50-60% 
Off!

Black and White 
Diamond “I Love 
You Night & Day” 

heart pendant, 
SALE $399.98

EVERYTHING in store is 40-60% OFF 
until February 12!

Past, Present & Future 
Diamond heart pendant, 

SALE $219.95

1/4 carat diamond earrings, SALE $199.95

1/4 carat Sterling Silver tennis 
bracelet, SALE $199.95

1/4 carat 
fancy 
designed 
Sterling 
Silver 
bracelet, 
SALE 
$288

Half carat TDW Rose 
Gold Diamond heart 
shaped earrings, 
SALE $333

1/4 carat heart-shaped 
Sterling Silver pendant 

on double chain, 
SALE $199.95

1/3 carat Diamond bar necklace 
in Sterling Silver, 
SALE $199.95

“Love” filigree Sterling Silver 
necklace, SALE $39.95

Square top halo White Gold split 
shank engagement ring, 

SALE $598
Half carat pear-shaped 

double halo engagement 
ring, SALE $785.95

Rose Gold Diamond swirl 
ring, SALE $328.88

Stunning! Baguette and Round 
Diamond engagement ring, 1.39 

carats of diamonds! 
SALE $3,300

Yellow Gold Ruby and 
Diamond heart pendant, 

SALE $499.99

Sterling floral filigree 
Black Onyx pendant, 

SALE $119.95

Tri-Color woven Diamond 
heart pendant, 
SALE $435.95

Round center Diamond 
surrounded by three 
halos, encased sides of 
baguettes & rounds, 
1.25 carats of Diamonds, 
SALE $1,586.99

Double Heart 
Diamond 
necklace set 
in Sterling 
Silver, 
SALE 
$199.95
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Chargers’ mix of rookies, veterans leads 
them to 21-point win over Cedar Ridge 

NORTHWOOD 55, CEDAR RIDGE 34

Knights’ offensive prowess, suffocating 
defense stifles Woods Charter, 87-37

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

PITTSBORO — Last Friday 
was evidence that it’s not time 
for the Northwood men to pass 
the torch just yet.

The youthful Chargers 
have relied heavily on their 
freshmen this season, but 
it was senior guard Colby 
Burleson, with 14 points on 
four three-pointers, who led 
the stampede against confer-
ence foe Cedar Ridge in a 55-34 
Northwood victory.

After a couple of  weeks of  
halted comebacks, single-dig-
it wins and heartbreaking 
buzzer-beaters, the Chargers’ 
21-point win on Friday was 
their largest of  the season, 
proving Northwood still has 
what it takes to be a conference 
threat.

“I’m feeling great. This 
was one of  our best games,” 
Burleson said after the win. 
“We have a history of  coming 
out flat in the third quarter, but 
tonight, we played our best bas-
ketball in the third, so that’s 
a great improvement and I’m 
really proud of  all of  the guys.”

Burleson, one of  just two 
starting seniors against the 
Red Wolves, provided North-
wood with the spark it needed 
to pull away from Cedar Ridge 
in the first half.

The start of  the second quar-
ter was sloppy for both teams, 
including lost ball turnovers, 

a backcourt violation and 
plenty of  missed shots. But 
with 4:40 remaining in the half  
— and during a four-minute 
Northwood scoring drought 
— Burleson hit a left-corner 
three to put his team up 12-4. 
He followed it up with another 
a few minutes later to give the 
Chargers a 13-point halftime 
lead.

They’d never look back.

“Colby came ready to play,” 
said Northwood Head Coach 
Matt Brown. “He usually 
doesn’t start, he comes off of  
the bench, but he really opened 
it up for us tonight by shooting 
really well.”

Defensive triumphs
As important as offensive 

efficiency is, Northwood’s suc-
cess boils down to one primary 
fundamental: defense.

The Chargers forced a 
season-high 19 turnovers 
against Cedar Ridge — while 
also having 19 themselves — as 
the team’s length gave the Red 
Wolves trouble all night. Less 
than six minutes into the game, 
Cedar Ridge had seven turn-
overs — and just two points.

Cedar Ridge scored just nine 
points in the entire first half, 
which allowed Northwood to 

jump out to a double-digit lead 
in the second quarter. Once 
the Chargers had a 10-point 
advantage, the Red Wolves 
never got their deficit back to 
single digits.

Two of  the primary culprits 
for Northwood, freshman 
guard Drake Powell — who 
earned his third double-double 
on Friday with 13 points and 
10 rebounds — and freshman 
forward Jarin Stevenson dis-
rupted Cedar Ridge’s offensive 
flow whenever possible.

They batted away inbound 
passes. They interrupted pass-
ing lanes. They picked the Red 
Wolves’ pockets. They blocked 
shots. They did it all.

At 6’5” and 6’8” respective-
ly, Northwood’s defensive 
core is a force to be reckoned 
with for opposing offenses. 
And what makes them even 
more frightening is that they 
can block your shot in the 
paint, hit a mid-range jumper 
on the other end, then steal 
the ball from right under 
your nose next time down the 
floor.

“I want to use my length to 
my advantage: blocking shots, 
getting steals, being in the 
right spot at the right time, 
maybe getting a hand in where 
I can,” said Powell, who isn’t 
quite sure what his wingspan 
is. “... I just try to have fun with 
it.”       

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Northwood Head Coach Matt Brown (blue) draws up a play in the huddle during the team’s 
55-34 win over Cedar Ridge. The victory was the Chargers’ largest of the season.

See CHARGERS, page B2

CHATHAM CHARTER 87, WOODS CHARTER 37

BY VICTOR HENSLEY
News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — If  the clock 
continues to run while free throws 
are being shot, it means one team’s 
having a good night.

The other? Not so much.
Such was the case for the Cha-

tham Charter men’s basketball 
team on Saturday evening, which 
kept its perfect season alive (8-0) 
during a 50-point thumping of  con-
ference and Chatham-area rival 
Woods Charter, 87-37. 

Leading the charge for the 
Knights was the duo of  sophomore 
forward Adam Harvey (24 points, 
14 rebounds, six assists) and senior 
forward Trevor Golden (21 points, 
six rebounds), who, combined, 
outscored the entire Wolves’ team 
by eight points.

“Adam and Trevor are two of  my 
captains, two of  the leaders of  this 
team. We challenge them every 
day to lead by example and these 
other guys will follow them, and 
these other guys do,” said Cha-
tham Charter Head Coach Jason 
Messier. “These guys play team 
basketball and I couldn’t be more 
proud of  them for that.”

The Knights hopped out to an 
early 10-0 lead, with all scoring 
courtesy of  Harvey and Golden, 
both of  whom used their size to 
bully their way into the paint to get 
a couple of  hard-fought buckets. 
Wolves junior Nate Crump would 
then make a free throw with 5:31 
left in the first quarter to make 

the score 10-1. That nine-point 
difference was the closest the game 
would be for the remainder of  the 
night.

After the game, Messier chalked 
up the team’s first half  — after 
which they held a 42-23 lead — to 
be largely experimental.

“Early on in the first half, we 
tried a couple of  different things, 
just so maybe we can use them lat-
er on,” said Messier, “but then in 
that second half, we just got back 
to what we typically do.”

The second half  featured a better 
showing than the still-dominant 
first. For the Knights, that meant 

tighter defense, better offensive 
efficiency and the institution of  the 
running clock.

In 2014, the NCHSAA’s board of  
directors approved a “mercy rule” 
for football and basketball — the 
running clock. In the latter sport, 
there has to be a point differential 
of  40 in the second half  for the 
rule to go into effect. The clock 
runs through free throws and all 
other dead-ball situations, aside 
from timeouts called by coaches, to 
move the game along.

On Saturday, the running clock 

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Knights’ Adam Harvey (32) scores a layup in the 
third quarter of Chatham Charter’s blowout win 
over Woods Charter. ‘I’d rather have a good layup 
than a good jump shot,’ said Harvey after the 
game.See KNIGHTS, page B3

Hensley joins staff of News + Record
CN+R Staff Report

Victor Hensley has joined the News + 
Record’s staff as sports editor, Publish-
er Bill Horner III has announced.

Hensley, 23, replaces Chapel Fowler, 
who has taken a position at another 
newspaper. Both Hensley and Fowler 
were 2020 graduates of  the Hussman 
School of  Journalism and Media at 
UNC-Chapel Hill.

A native of  Trinity, Hensley has 
covered sports for The High Point 

Enterprise and at UNC 
produced stories for 
the Durham VOICE 
and The Greensboro 
News & Record. He’s 
worked as a corre-
spondent for the News 
+ Record over the last 
few months.

“I’m thrilled to be 
joining the News + Record and to cover 
all things Chatham County sports,” 
Hensley said. “Chatham is an area rich 

with talent, promise and a few good jump 
shots. This newspaper has a reputation 
for being one of the top-tier community 
newspapers in North Carolina and I can’t 
wait to contribute to that success.”

Hensley said he developed a love for 
sports writing after not making his 
school’s basketball team.

“I realized that since I clearly can’t 
shoot a basketball correctly, maybe I can 
write about people who can,” he said.

Horner said Fowler’s new position 
will also include covering prep recruit-

ing for the on a regional basis for a 
number of  newspapers.

“Chapel did incredible work for us, 
but Victor has a similar sports pedigree 
and readers will already be familiar 
with his byline,” Horner said. “Our 
goal is to build on the work we’ve done 
so far to continue to make our sports 
coverage essential reading in Chatham 
County. Victor will lead that effort.”

Hensley can be reached at vhensley@
chathamnr.com and followed on Twit-
ter @Frezeal33.

Hensley

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Wolves junior Nate Crump (14) receives a pass to break the 
Knights’ press. Crump was Woods Charter’s leading scorer (14 
points), but Chatham Charter’s defense was suffocating all night.



Leaders of the new school
In the entirety of  the 

Big Eight 3A Conference, 
there are just six total 
freshmen on varsity 
rosters. Northwood has 
four of  them. And three 
are starters.

This season, a fresh-
man leads the Chargers 
in every major statistical 
category. 

Powell is the team’s lead-
er in points per game (12.8), 
rebounds per game (7.6), 
steals per game (2.7) and 
blocks per game (1.0), while 
freshman guard Frederico 
Whitaker is the leader in 
assists per game (3.7).

“They’re a special group 
already. They buy in, they 
work hard, they’re very 
unselfish and very coach-
able,” said Brown. “They 
want to win.”

In the offseason, 
Northwood lost eight 
seniors from last year’s 
Final Four team, includ-
ing the team’s top six 
scorers, who combined 
for 58 points per game. 

They had to replace that 
production somehow.

Enter Powell, Steven-
son and Whitaker.

The three freshmen 
are the driving force 
behind Northwood’s 5-2 
start. Despite having a 
less-than-ideal offseason, 
where in-person workouts 
weren’t available because 
of the coronavirus pan-
demic, they haven’t missed 
a beat and continue to 
rapidly grow in their first 
season with the Chargers.

Throughout the sum-
mer, players would attend 
film sessions over Zoom 
and even set up cameras 
and video themselves 
during individual work-
outs so the coaching staff 
could critique them. 

“I was very confi-
dent with the freshmen 
coming in, as well as my 
seniors,” said Brown. “I 
knew we were going to 
be successful because, 
during our offseason, 
they worked hard. They 
could have sat around, 
played video games and 
felt sorry for themselves, 
but they didn’t. They 
went out and they worked 

because they wanted to 
do something this year.”

Friday night was a 
showcase for how well 
the rookies mix with the 
veterans. In arguably 
their most complete 
win of  the season, the 
Chargers showed that the 
program is trending in 
the right direction with 
the future shining bright.

But Burleson is an indi-
cator that if  you focus too 
much on the young guys, 
the ones who have been 

with the team for years 
will make you pay for it.

“(The freshmen bring) 
energy and excitement 
and it gives the seniors 
someone to mentor and 
show around,” said 
Burleson. “It’s great to 
know we have a strong 
foundation in the hands 
of  our younger players.”

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33

Chatham Home School Thunder inch closer to 
postseason with blowout victory over Durham Flight 

BY BRENNAN 
DOHERTY

News + Record 
Correspondent

DURHAM — Through-
out the state, many high 
school athletes have 
needed to adjust to not 
seeing their teammates 
in-person at school, 
thanks to virtual learn-
ing.

But when you’re a 
group of  homeschoolers 
like the Chatham Thun-
der women’s basketball 
team, that’s one thing 
that isn’t new in a season 
full of  adjustments.

The Thunder are mem-
bers of  the North Caro-
linians for Home Educa-
tion Athletic Commission 
(NCHEAC) and compete 
against teams in and 
around the Triangle in 
the commission’s Eastern 
region.

And like last year’s 
squad which won 21 
games, the current 
version of  the Thunder 
have encountered much 
more success than failure 
in a season affected by 
obstacles created by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

With a dominant 67-21 
road win versus the 
Durham Flight on Satur-

day at Braggtown Baptist 
Church, the Thunder 
improved to 17-1 and 
are now looking to take 
advantage of  a string of  
important conference 
games over the next few 
weeks.

“They’ve done really 
well with it,” said Thun-

der Head Coach Justin 
Brooks. “We’ve had some 
players that have had to 
miss for different COVID 
reasons. We’ve got one 
that’s been out indefinite-
ly and hopefully we can 
get her back, but they’ve 
handled the situation 
really well and stuck 

together.”
Brooks is in his sixth 

season coaching the 
Thunder and said he has 
a great deal of  famil-
iarity with many of  his 
players. The group’s 
on-court chemistry was 
evident in its 46-point 
win in Durham, where 
the Thunder raced out 
to a 20-4 lead by the end 
of  the first quarter and 
were powered by strong 
individual efforts from 
senior small forward Jen-
na Brooks (19 points) and 
sophomore point guard 
Kimberley Cunningham 
(17 points).

Together, the duo 
accounted for 28 of  the 
Thunder’s opening 34 
points and illustrated a 
clear understanding of  
where one another was 
at all times. Both Jenna 
Brooks — the daughter 
of  Justin Brooks — and 
Cunningham showed 
an ability to score in a 
variety of  ways, whether 
with dribble drives to 
the basket in transition 
or spot-up opportunities 
from three-point range.

During the second 
quarter, two consecutive 
possessions in particular 
summed up the pair’s 
importance to their 

team. Passing from the 
perimeter, Jenna Brooks 
fed Cunningham with 
a high-low pass that led 
to an easy look close 
to the basket. Seconds 
later, an empty Durham 
possession turned into a 
transition kick-out from 
Cunningham to Jenna 
Brooks for a three-point-
er on the wing, which 
forced a Durham timeout 
and capped an 18-0 run by 
the Thunder to put them 
ahead, 29-4.

“I think we both see the 
court really well,” said 
Cunningham.

Getting their team-
mates good looks was 
also a point of  emphasis 
for Jenna Brooks and 
Cunningham, as senior 
center Hallie Ritter (10 
points) and guard Jordan 
Poindexter (eight points) 
both showed their im-
portance to the group’s 
overall scoring depth as 
the game went on.

“I like assists just as 
much as scoring, so it’s 
nice to get your team-
mates and everyone 
involved,” said Jenna 
Brooks. “That’s kind of  
how the game goes for 
me.”

For Coach Brooks, 
watching his daughter 

Jenna put past injuries 
behind her and excel 
as a senior has been 
special.

“She’s had a really 
good year this year,” said 
Coach Brooks. “She’s 
been healthy, so we’ve 
been fortunate for that. 
She’s battled some differ-
ent things in the past that 
have kind of  hindered 
her. But so far this year, 
she’s had a really good 
year. She’s been training 
really hard and putting in 
the time at home.”

That last part is 
applicable to his team 
as a whole, according to 
Coach Brooks. With big 
road games approaching 
against conference mates 
North Wake and South 
Wake — the only team 
that defeated the Thun-
der this season — and 
the postseason inching 
closer, he knows he’ll 
need contributions from 
everyone.

“They’ve been work-
ing really hard at home 
trying to get better,” said 
Coach Brooks, “and I 
think that’s where we’ve 
seen the biggest improve-
ment. These girls are 
really trying to focus on 
getting better at home, 
too.”
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CHATHAM COUNTY ATHLETICS RUNDOWN

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Thunder sophomore Jordan Poindexter shoots a 
long jumper in Chatham HomeSchool’s 46-point 
win over the Durham Flight last Saturday. 
Poindexter had eight points on the day.

CHARGERS
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

Northwood Head Coach Matt Brown (blue) draws 
up a play in the huddle during the team’s 55-
34 win over Cedar Ridge. The victory was the 
Chargers’ largest of the season.

This week’s schedule and last week’s results
BY VICTOR HENSLEY

News + Record Staff

Men’s and women’s basket-
ball and lacrosse, along with 
men’s soccer, continue across 
Chatham County. Lacrosse and 
soccer — traditional fall sports 
— will likely continue to be sub-
ject to cancellations/postpone-
ments that come with unusual 
weather for their seasons. Here 
are this week’s schedules and 
last week’s results.

THIS WEEK

Wednesday, Feb. 3
Lacrosse: Northwood men 

vs. Carrboro, 6 p.m.
Lacrosse: Northwood women 

at Chapel Hill, 6 p.m.
Soccer: Jordan-Matthews 

men at Trinity, 6 p.m.

Thursday, Feb. 4 
Basketball: Chatham Char-

ter women at Research Trian-
gle, 5 p.m.

Basketball: Chatham Char-
ter men vs. Clover Garden, 6 
p.m.

Basketball: Woods Charter 
men vs. Southern Wake, 6 p.m.

Soccer: Northwood men at 
Orange, 6:45 p.m.

Soccer: Jordan-Matthews men 
at Eastern Randolph, 6 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 5
Basketball: Northwood at 

Chapel Hill (women 5:30 p.m., 
men 7 p.m.)

Basketball: Jordan-Matthews 
at Randleman (women 6 p.m., 
men 7:30 p.m.)

Soccer: Woods Charter men 
vs. Carrboro, 6 p.m.

LAST WEEK

Monday, Jan. 25
Basketball: The Chatham 

Charter men defeated the 
Burlington Christian Academy 
Royals, 75-69, led by senior for-
ward Trevor Golden (32 points) 
and sophomore forward Adam 
Harvey (21 points, 10 rebounds). 
The win kept the Knights’ per-
fect season intact at 6-0.

Basketball: The Northwood 
women came out on top against 
the Chapel Hill Tigers, 48-36, 
remaining undefeated (6-0) on 
the season. The Chargers’ scor-
ing effort was led by sophomore 
Te’Keyah Bland (15 points) and 
Mckenna Snively (14 points).

Lacrosse: The Northwood 
women fell to the East Chapel 
Hill Tigers in their season 
opener, 14-6. The Chargers 
went down 10-1 in the first half  
and were unable to complete 
any sort of  comeback, despite 
outscoring the Tigers down 
the stretch. Northwood was 
led by junior Kendall Laberge 
(4 points) and freshman Ryan 
Tinervin (2 points).

Tuesday, Jan. 26

Basketball: The Jordan-Mat-
thews men lost a lopsided road 
game to the Providence Grove 
Patriots, 66-36. The Jets mus-
tered just seven total points 
in the first and third quarters, 
with the loss putting them at 
4-3 overall.

Soccer: The Northwood men 
opened their season with a 
victory after beating the Cedar 
Ridge Fighting Red Wolves, 2-0, 
at home. Scoring for the Char-
gers were senior Burke Waudby 
and junior Walker Johnson.

Wednesday, Jan. 27
Lacrosse: The Northwood 

women had a dominating road 
win against the Rolesville 
Rams, shutting them out, 16-0. 
The Chargers were led by 
junior Julia Colen (5 points; 4 
goals, 1 assist) and sophomore 
Sophia Cremeans (5 points; 4 
goals, 1 assist). This was North-
wood’s first win of  the season, 
improving the team’s record 
to 1-1.

Thursday, Jan. 28
Basketball: The Woods 

Charter men fell to the Clover 
Garden Grizzlies in a close one 
at home, 53-47, keeping the 
Wolves winless on the year at 
0-2.

Friday, Jan. 29
Basketball: The Chatham 

Charter men continued their 
perfect season with a 32-point 

thumping of  the Southern 
Wake Academy Lions, 72-40, to 
improve their record to 7-0. Af-
ter hopping out to a 34-16 half-
time lead, the game was never 
in doubt for the Knights, who 
were led by sophomore Adam 
Harvey (17 points) and senior 
Trevor Golden (14 points).

Basketball: The Chatham 
Charter women dominated 
the Southern Wake Academy 
Lions by 43 points, 68-25, to 
improve their record to 3-2 on 
the season. The Knights held 
the Lions to under five points 
in three different quarters, 
earning one of  their most con-
vincing wins of  the year.

Basketball: The Jordan-Mat-
thews men fell in a close one to 
the T.W. Andrews Red Raiders, 
61-55, to drop their record to 4-4 
on the season.

Basketball: The Jordan-Mat-
thews women lost to the T.W. 
Andrews Red Raiders, 59-34, in 
their season-opener, bringing 
the Jets to 0-1 to start the year.

Basketball: The Northwood 
men handled the Cedar Ridge 
Fighting Red Wolves, 55-34, 
in their most complete game 
of  the season. The Chargers’ 
21-point win was their largest 
of  the year so far, fueled by 
the performances of  senior 
Colby Burleson (14 points, four 
three-pointers) and freshman 
Drake Powell (13 points, 10 
rebounds). Northwood now sits 
at 5-2 on the season, a major 

victory for a program that lost 
eight seniors coming into this 
year.

Lacrosse: The Northwood 
men fell in their season-opener 
to the Chapel Hill Tigers, 6-3, 
to drop the Chargers’ record to 
0-1 on the year.

Saturday, Jan. 30
Basketball: The Jordan-Mat-

thews women fell to the Trinity 
Bulldogs, 46-40, after being 
tied, 19-19, at the half. In the 
third, the Jets were outscored 
by 10 and were never able 
to overcome the deficit. The 
loss pushed J-M to 0-2 on the 
season.

Basketball: The Chatham 
Charter men outscored the 
Woods Charter Wolves, 45-14, 
in the second half of a 50-point 
rout of their conference rivals, 
87-37. The Knights, who remain 
perfect on the season at 8-0, were 
led by the duo of sophomore 
Adam Harvey (24 points, 14 
rebounds) and senior Trevor 
Golden (21 points, 6 rebounds), 
who wreaked havoc on both 
ends of the floor. For the Wolves, 
who fall to 0-3 with the loss, the 
team’s bright spots came at the 
hands of junior Nate Crump (14 
points) and sophomore Noah 
Hyman (9 points).

Reporter Victor Hensley can be 
reached at vhensley@cha-
thamnr.com or on Twitter at @
Frezeal33.

www.centralpiedmonturgentcare.com

101 Walmart Supercenter • Siler City, NC 27344
919-663-3911

1011 High Point Street • Randleman, NC 27317
336-498-0226



started a short time after 
Chatham Charter sat 
its starters around the 
six-minute mark in the 
fourth quarter, up 75-34.

Chatham Charter 
outscored Woods Char-
ter, 45-14, in the second 
half, which included 
the Knights holding 
the Wolves to just three 
points in the fourth quar-
ter. The defense — espe-
cially both the full- and 
half-court presses — was 
suffocating, to say the 
least.

“We had a goal coming 
into this game to hold 
them below 40 points as 
a team and we did that,” 
said Messier. “We look at 
that press as sometimes 
it’s good for us to speed 
up the game, sometimes 
we use it to slow down 
the game and just get 
teams uncomfortable ... 

We practice it every day.”
Knights sophomore 

forward Aamir Mapp 
(two blocks, two steals) 
was one of  the game’s 
premier defenders, 
occasionally upsetting 
his opponents. Early 
in the fourth quarter, 
Mapp blocked a shot by 
Wolves sophomore Noah 
Hyman, who fell to the 
ground and ended up 
earning a technical foul 
out of  frustration.

Offensively, the 
Knights are one of  the 
Central Tar Heel con-
ference’s powerhouses, 
as illustrated by their 
performance against 
the Wolves. This season, 
they’ve been proof  that 
you don’t have to be 
flashy to win games.

Many of  Chatham 
Charter’s offensive pos-
sessions emphasize two 
things: ball movement 
and attacking the rim.

With 3:13 left in the 
first quarter, the Knights 

pushed down the floor af-
ter a missed three-point-
er by the Wolves, but 
slowed it down as they 
approached the top of  the 
key. Here, three passes 
were made behind the 
arc as the guards waited, 
patiently, for Harvey to 
pause and slide un-
derneath a defender to 
receive a pass, make a 
quick post-move and get 
an easy shot in the paint. 
This is Messier’s offense 
in a nutshell.

Despite being, by far, 
the highest-scoring team 
in their conference, the 
Knights have made just 
15 three-pointers all 
season — including zero 
on Saturday during their 
87-point performance. It’s 
not their style.

“I’d rather have a good 
layup than a good jump 
shot,” said Harvey.

Toward the end of  the 
game, after Chatham 
Charter brought in its 
second unit, Knights 

freshman forward Jo-
nah Ridgill — who had 
scored just two points 
on the year entering 
Saturday  — exploded 
for eight straight points, 
10 total, including a steal 
that led to a fast break 
layup. His teammates 
seemed to love every 
second of  it.

“I feel like they deserve 
just as much cheering on 
as they give us because 
they give us a good three 
quarters,” said Golden. 
“So I’m trying to cheer 
them on as much as I 
can because they work 
just as hard as we do in 
practice.”

Saturday’s game was 
only Woods Charter’s 
third of  the season, now 
0-4 after a loss to South-
ern Wake on Monday, 
after a couple-of-weeks 
hiatus earlier this month. 
While it wasn’t the result 
they’d hoped for, there 
were some bright spots.

Crump (14 points) pre-

sented a major problem 
for the Knights, especial-
ly in the middle of  the 
lane, as his relentlessness 
to get to the basket and 
grab his missed shots led 
him to 11 points in the 
first half  alone.

The Wolves’ top three 
scorers rounded out with 

Hyman (nine points) and 
junior Emi Hutter-De-
marco (seven points), 
who wowed the crowd on 
multiple occasions.

Reporter Victor Hensley 
can be reached at vhens-
ley@chathamnr.com or on 
Twitter at @Frezeal33.
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KNIGHTS
Continued from page B1

Staff photo by Peyton Sickles

Knights sophomore forward Adam Harvey (32) 
puts up a shot over two defenders in the 50-point 
win over Woods Charter. Harvey was Chatham 
Charter’s leading scorer with 24 points.

See Us For:
Commercial Refrigeration

Heating & Air Conditioning
Sales & Service

LANGLEY
Refrigeration Company

Ph: 742-2777

• Install and Repair Septic Systems

• Pump Existing Septic Tanks

• All Sorts of Backhoe Work

• Specializing in Bush Hogging

• Ponds, Ditches & Driveways

Call Monty Justice 
@ (919) 545-4107

CROSSROADS BACKHOE SERVICE ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 7 AM - 4 PM, Fri. 7 AM - 12 PM

(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy

Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & G     
Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and Service

Located in Siler City

GRADING AND HAULING

Siler City, NC • 919-548-3064
CHRIS CAVINESS

GRAVEL • TOPSOIL • POND • MULCH • FILL DIRT
DRIVEWAY • LAND CLEARING • SITE DEVELOPMENT

Advertise Your Business in the Service Directory 

for ONLY $20 PER WEEK!

Find the help you need in the Services Directory of

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

DON’T JUST KINDA TV. DIRECTV.

2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET OFFER: Subject to change. Package consists of all live out-of-market NFL games (based on customer’s service address) broadcast on FOX and CBS. However, games broadcast by your local FOX or CBS affi liate. 
will not be available in NFL SUNDAY TICKET. Games available via remote viewing based on device location. Other conditions apply. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET regular full-season retail price is $293.94. 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX 
regular full-season retail price is $395.94. Customers activating CHOICE Package or above or MÁS ULTRA Package or above will be eligible to receive the 2020 season of NFL SUNDAY TICKET MAX at no additional cost. NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
subscription will not automatically renew. Only one game may be accessed remotely at any given time. Compatible device/operating system required for online/mobile access. Additional data charges may apply. Visit directv.com/nfl for 
a list of compatible devices/system requirements For full Mix Channel and interactive functionality, HD equipment model H/HR 21 or later is required. NFL, the NFL Shield design and the NFL SUNDAY TICKET name and logo are registered 
trademarks of the NFL and its affi liates. NFL team names and uniform designs are registered trademarks of the teams indicated. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV 
marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affi liated companies. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Get the 2020 NFL SUNDAY TICKET 
season included at no extra cost.

Req’s you to select offer.

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. Price incl. CHOICE All Included Pkg., monthly service
 and equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is aft er $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. Pay $74.99/mo. + taxes until discount starts w/in 3 bills. New approved 

residential customers only (equipment lease req’d). Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply.

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!
Iv Support Holdings LLC

855-653-2438
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum
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Board hears crime concerns, talks development
BY D. LARS DOLDER

News + Record Staff

SILER CITY — The 
town board of  commis-
sioners stepped through 
a series of  resolutions 
and amendments in 
its regular meeting on 
Monday, which also saw 
public comments from a 
disgruntled resident and 
a preview of  downtown 
improvement options.

Siler City crime ap-
pears to have intensified 
in recent months accord-
ing to town residents and 
commissioners alike.

“The community to 
me, looking at what I can 
make out, is going down-
hill pretty quickly,” said 
Donald Matthews, a Siler 
City resident who attend-
ed Monday’s meeting and 
spoke during the public 
comment section.

Matthews cited two 
shootings in Siler City in 
the last few days — a trou-
bling start to the new year. 

“It’s time for us to go 
to work and clean up,” 
he said of  town residents 
who are responsible for 
their neighborhoods. 
“But we are wanting the 
city to do their part. I 
think jointly we can have 
a great community if  we 
work together.”

He implored the board 
to “really look at the com-
munities, what is needed 
in the community, and 

take care of  them.”
Matthews’ entreaty 

did not fall on deaf  ears. 
Commissioner Lewis 
Fadely, in particular, was 
prepared with his own a 
address to the board.

Before delivering his 
thoughts, Fadely asked 
Major James Underwood 
— the only police de-
partment representative 
present at the meeting in 
person — to step forward.

“We all get some calls 
that stick with us,” Fadely 
said, “and I got one today 
from the District Attor-
ney’s office in light of  the 
two shootings that we’ve 
had over the weekend and 
the traffic fatality.”

The DA expressed 
concern, Fadely said, that 
Siler City is law enforce-
ment staffing shortages 
are inhibiting the town’s 
ability to care for its resi-
dents’ well-being.

“It’s not a phone call 
you want to get,” he said. 
“... Evidently, they’re 
getting calls from our 
citizens expressing con-
cerns for their safety. So, 
that’s a problem.”

During last years 
budget meetings, town 
staff and the commis-
sioners investigated ways 
to shore of  the police 
department, but the 
pandemic’s onset forced a 
redirection of  funds. 

“When you get a call 
from another law enforce-

ment agency concerned 
about our ability to protect 
our citizens,” Fadely said, 
“it’s very ironic given 
that the first thing in our 
mission statement is that 
we are a safe town, and 
now that’s being called 
into question because of  
increased gun violence, 
increased drug activity, 
increased gang activity.”

The commissioners 
will have their annual 
budget retreat on Feb. 6 
and will discuss alloca-
tion of  funds to support 
the police department 
and other town entities.

“We’ve got to protect 
our citizens,” Fadely said, 
“because if we can’t, noth-
ing else we want to achieve 
is going to happen.”

Fund balance policy

The commissioners 
approved a proposed fund 
balance policy from town 
staff that will cap the 
unassigned balance at 30% 
of the town’s general fund, 
not to fall below 25%.

The unassigned fund 
balance, according to 
Finance Director Tina 
Stroupe, “refers to funds 
that remain available 
for appropriation by the 
board of  commissioners 
after all commitments 
for future expenditures, 
required reserves and 
previous board of  com-
missioners designation 

have (been) calculated.” 
At the town’s last audit, 

the unassigned fund 
balance constituted 43% 
of  the general fund, or 
$3,186,056. After the new 
fund policy is enacted, 
that number will drop to 
$2,252,378.

Loves Creek 
Watershed Stewards 

Grace Messinger of  
the Loves Creek Water-
shed Stewards presented 
some of  the team’s latest 
accomplishments as part 
of  its Paper Alley Flood-
plain restoration project.

The initiative spanned 
four years, concluding in 
December. In total, LCWS 
and its contributors 
restored 400 linear feet of  
the Loves Creek tributary 
1, removed 648 tons of  
debris and garbage and 
treated 5.3 acres of  land 
for invasive management, 
according to Messinger’s 
presentation. 

The group also per-
formed extensive wetland 
planting to enhance the 
riparian buffer, “the area 
along the stream that 
is composed of  vegeta-
tion,” Messinger said. 
That natural protective 
border contributes to the 
local ecology’s health 
and helps to minimize 
flooding. 

The project in total 
required about six acres 

of downtown land which 
had formerly been owned 
by four families and their 
heirs. In recognition of  
their contribution to the 
project, the town passed 
a resolution of gratitude 
honoring the “outstanding 
former Landowners and 
Volunteers” who “distin-
guished themselves by 
their remarkable sustained 
commitment of time, 
talent, and good will for the 
betterment of Siler City.” 

Downtown 
development

Under advisement 
by the Development 
Finance Initiative, a 
non-profit program from 
UNC-Chapel Hill’s School 
of  Government, the town 
of  Siler City is actively 
pursuing downtown de-
velopment opportunities.

DFI studied conditions 
in Siler City to evaluate 
market indicators of  
demand for market-rate 
multifamily housing, 
retail and office develop-
ment. Of  the three cate-
gories, DFI determined 
that demand is highest 
for multifamily residenc-
es. Its analysis identified 
a need for about 60 to 70 
units over the next five 
years.

“We see this as a tre-
mendous opportunity,” 
said DFI representative 
Eric Thomas. “We hear 

from the developers and 
brokers downtown that 
the demand for down-
town residential spaces 
— there’s a waiting list 
for the limited product 
that currently exists.”

Thomas presented 
three sites for potential 
development: Boling 
Chair, Siler City Mill and 
the Pilgrims Pride prop-
erty. Each had advantag-
es, but the Siler City Mill 
offered the most realistic 
opportunity for develop-
ment in the near future. 

In other downtown 
development news, the 
board approved a request 
by the Wren Family 
Estate for a proposed en-
croachment into the alley 
behind the buildings at 
101-143 N. Chatham Ave. 
The alley will be modified 
to support “a mostly and 
primarily pedestrian 
use,” said Town Manager 
Roy Lynch, as part of  
larger development proj-
ect to improve downtown 
Siler City’s aesthetic and 
functionality.

“I’d just like to say that 
I’m glad to see downtown 
being revitalized,” said 
Mayor Pro Tem Cindy Bray.

“Yes, yes,” said the 
chorus of  commissioners, 
“amen.”

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.com 
and on Twitter @dldolder.

SILER CITY COMMISSIONERS

Snow scenes, briefly

As the 
temperatures 
rose and the 
snow and 
ice began 
to melt, this 
blossom 
wore a 
sparkling 
crown.

Staff photo by 
Kim Hawks

Iced 
holly 
berries, 
anyone? 
The 
remnants 
of the 
brief 
winter 
storm 
didn’t 
seem to 
bother 
this 
plant.

Staff photo 
by Kim 
Hawks

This garden art doesn’t 
seem to be bothered by 
a crown of snow. Less 
than two hours after 
falling last Thursday, 
it had melted — but 
not before CN+R 
photographer Kim 
Hawks captured these 
pictures in her Chatham 
County garden.

Staff photo by Kim Hawks

You found 
the answer!

To enter the COA’s monthly drawing for a $25 Visa Gift Card, call the 
COA at 919-542-4512, extension 223 and follow the prompts on the 
voicemail. 
February’s winner will be drawn from eligible entries provided by 
3/2/2021. The February winner will be announced in a March issue 
of the Chatham News + Record. One entry per household, per week. 
Employees of the COA and their dependents not eligible.

A: Siler Station and Matthews Corner. The first 
because it’s where the train stopped and the 

second because of the intersection of 64 and 421.
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County committee seeking church histories
BY ANNIE TAYLOR 

MCCRIMMON
Special to the News  

+ Record

Editor’s note: Annie 
Taylor McCrimmon is 
the co-chairperson of  the 
Chatham 250 Historical 
Content group, which is 
part of  the larger effort 
to celebrate the 250th an-
niversary of  Chatham’s 
founding. In this story, 
she shares the committee’s 
need to collect histories of  
Chatham’s churches and 
faith communities and the 
story of  her own church’s 
founding.

Chatham County is 
celebrating 250 years of  
history this year. Over 
the last several months, a 
community-led planning 
effort has been under 
way to prepare a year of  
celebrations to commem-
orate this exciting occa-
sion for the past, present 
and future residents of  
Chatham County.

Chatham 250 has more 
than 70 volunteers in-
volved, representing folks 
and organizations from 
various professions and 

life experiences to show-
case Chatham’s unique 

and 
inspiring 
history, 
focusing 
on the 
last 50 
years. 
Their 
virtual 
collabo-

rations over the last sev-
eral months have led to 
an offering of  Chatham’s 
best historical recounting 
in the areas of  Agri-
culture, Creative Arts, 
Diversity and Communi-
ty, Growth and Change, 
Natural Environment 
and Historical Content.

I chose to participate 
in the area of  Historical 
Content because my in-
terest lies in highlighting 
the history of  Chatham’s 
churches and communi-
ties.

For many years, 
in every arena I find 
myself, I am encourag-
ing folks to make sure 
they have written down 
their histories. Our lives 
consist of  any number 
of  memories and experi-
ences we should chron-

icle. I encouraged our 
church, Taylors Chapel 
Missionary Baptist (Rev. 
Wm. Eugene Staton, 
pastor) to celebrate the 
history of  our annual 
homecoming and revival 
services this past August. 
The pandemic, which 
has instructed us all in 
how to live differently, 
was preventing us from 
having the traditional 
program. We agreed to 
incorporate a commemo-
rative program contain-
ing the history of  how 
we went from hosting an 
annual revival to hosting 
an annual homecoming 
and revival. The focus 
was on the history of  the 
northern migrations of  
African Americans and 
how this history led us to 
host an annual home-
coming at our church.

Our church anniversa-
ry is celebrated annually 
the second Sunday in 
November. However, 
the pandemic still had 
us holding drive-up and 
live-streaming worship. 
We agreed to prepare 
another commemorative 
booklet. This booklet 
commemorated our 141st 

year of  existence, but it 
featured memories of  
church members who 
have passed away since 
our last church anniver-
sary. Family members 
provided photos of  their 
deceased loved ones with 
a sharing of  how this 
loss has affected them. 
They included words of  
comfort to others. These 
booklets are just further 
presentations of  our 
history.

Church and Communi-
ty history is the story of  
the people. It tells what 
we did, when we did it 
and how our today is a 
testament of  how well 
we did in our church 
and community build-
ing. Many of  Chatham’s 
leaders grew up in these 
churches and communi-
ties.

These histories tell 
such important stories, 
so we have created the 
“Churches and Commu-
nities Project” as part of  
the Chatham 250 celebra-
tions to do our best effort 
to collect these histories.

Over the next few 
weeks, we are inviting 
Chatham’s churches and 
other places of  worship 
to share their church 
and community histories 
with us. We are excited 
about the prospect of  
being able to share with 
each other, as churches 
and communities, who 
we are, where we are and 
who we have become.

If  you’d like to share 
your church and com-
munity’s history to this 
project, please either:

• Complete this brief  
online survey: https://
bit.ly/churchandcommu-
nity

• Email chatham250th-
anniversary@gmail.com

• Call Hilary Pollan, 
Chatham 250 Project 
Manager, at 919-545-8408 
for more information

I’d like to share some 
of  the history of  my 
church — Taylors Chapel 
Missionary Baptist — 
with all of  you. I hope 
you’ll see that these are 
the stories of  Chatham 
people and Chatham 
communities.

In the early 1800s, 
Blacks in North Carolina 
were forbidden to preach, 
exhort, or teach in any 
prayer meeting or other 
association for worship 
where slaves of  different 
families were gathered 
together.

The congregation of  
Taylors Chapel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church 
began its worship as most 
Blacks did in the 1800s, 
secretly meeting wherev-
er they could congregate 

and worship and praise 
in peace. Later, they were 
permitted to worship 
from the balcony of  the 
all-white Mays Chapel 
Church located in our 
community.

In 1879, Jack and 
Margaret Taylor took 
a very bold step when 
they bargained, sold, and 
conveyed three quarters 
of  an acre of  land to 
the trustees of  Taylors 
Chapel Church for the 
construction of  a church 
house. Their signatures 
were witnessed by Henry 
Dowd(y) and Charles 
Watson, because they 
could not sign their 
names. (For many years 
it was illegal to teach 
Blacks to read or write.)

The original Taylors 
Chapel Church, located 
on Taylors Chapel Road, 
was a one-room building 
without any modern ame-
nities. It had a very small 
pastor’s office located to 
the right of  the pulpit. 
The church was heated 
by a wood-burning stove. 
It had no indoor plumb-
ing; the bathroom was an 
outhouse, out back. The 
church originally faced 
the woods; however, in 
the 1940s it was turned to 
face the roadway to make 
it more accessible.

Taylors Chapel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church 
has had 14 pastors over 
its life of  141 years. Rev. 
Dr. Gregory T. Headen 
was called to pastor in 
1971. He was 19 years old 
and a student at Pem-
broke University. It was 
under his leadership that 
plans for a new edifice 
were made and construc-
tion started. Rev. Headen 

spearheaded the acquisi-
tion of  an additional five 
acres of  land, on which 
the current church sits. 
Rev. Willie Barton and 
his lovely wife, Lillian 
would see this vision 
to fruition. Rev. Terry 
Jones, who was being 
mentored by Rev. Barton, 
and his lovely wife, Von-
dra and daughters would 
share this ministry.

Rev. Headen led Tay-
lors Chapel Church in a 
Centennial celebration 
in 1979. The two-day 
affair started on Saturday 
afternoon, Nov. 3, 1979, at 
J.S. Waters School with a 
banquet in the cafeteria 
and the second part of  
the celebration was held 
on Sunday, Nov. 11, at the 
church.

Rev. Headen would be-
come Chatham County’s 
first black school board 
member. He also spent 
part of  his career as Cha-
tham County’s Housing 
Authority manager.

That’s part of  our 
history. We hope you will 
accept our invitation to 
share your history with 
the rest of  Chatham 
County.

Annie Taylor McCrim-
mon serves as co-chair-
person of  the Chatham 
250 Historical Content 
Committee and Churches 
and Communities Project, 
with Ernest Dollar serv-
ing as the other co-chair-
person. Other committee 
members include Cicily 
McCrimmon, Delphine 
Taylor Womack, Quentin 
Murray, Jane Wrenn, Ma-
ria Soto, Cindy Schmidt, 
Madison Fragnito and 
Hilary Pollan.

CHATHAM 250

McCrimmon

Photo courtesy of Annie McCrimmon

A page from the program of Taylors Chapel 
Missionary Baptist Church’s centennial 
celebration, held in November 1979.

Photo courtesy of Chatham Sheriff’s Office

Pet of the Week: BLUE
The Chatham County Sheriff’s Office would like you to meet Blue. He is a 
delightful, 2-year-old, mixed-breed canine who is ready to go home with 
his best friend! Blue is white with blue merle spots — hence his name — and 
has heterochromia, meaning he has two different-colored eyes (one brown 
and one blue). Blue is neutered and is up-to-date on all of his shots, so he 
is ready to be adopted TODAY! He loves playing ball, running and bounding 
through nature, and giving sloppy doggy kisses to his humans. Blue would 
be a great addition to a family that enjoys an active lifestyle and desires a 
loyal pet. For more information on how to meet or adopt Blue or another 
pet at the Animal Resource Center, call ahead to schedule an appointment 
at 919-542-7203 or call 919-542-2911 to speak with an Animal Resource 
Officer. The ARC is located at 725 Renaissance Dr. in Pittsboro. 

BOLD
CONSTRUCTION

buildBOLDnc.com

COVID
RELIEF PROGRAM

CHATHAM 
COUNTY

Please bring proof of address, positive test results or a medical/job/school 
note instructing you to quarantine.

Fire Chosen Ministries
190 Sanford Road, Pittsboro, NC

Thursday
10am-1pm

Have you been told to quarantine by a medical professional/job/school 
due to COVID-19?

If you are currently in quarantine, call to apply at 
(743) 239-4310. For Spanish call 336-523-8237.

If your quarantine is over, you can apply at the following location.



Proposed highway faces 
community pushback

BY D. LARS DOLDER
News + Record Staff

Residents of  Pitts-
boro’s North Woods 
community are peti-
tioning the North Caro-
lina Dept. of  Trans-
portation to amend its 
plans for the proposed 
North Chatham Park 
Way, which threatens 
to bisect their neigh-
borhood.

The project is under 
development by NCDOT 
in partnership with the 
town of  Pittsboro and 
Chatham Park Inves-
tors, the group develop-
ing Chatham Park.

Plans for the 2.7-mile 
road have been com-
ing together for years. 
Potential for the entire 
Chatham Park Way was 
considered as early as 
1994 in a NCDOT fea-
sibility study and in 
2015 and 2019 as part of  
Pittsboro’s comprehen-
sive transportation plan 
and a second NCDOT 
investigation.

Already, a section 
of  the road has been 
constructed between U.S. 
Hwy. 64 and Suttles Road, 
but North Chatham Park 
Way would extend the 
highway to U.S. Hwy. 
15-501. 

Earlier renderings 
of  the road from 2016 
appear to show North 
Chatham Park Way 
passing east of  the 
North Woods commu-
nity through Chatham 
Park-owned land. At 
a public hearing for 
the road’s impending 
development, however, 
new drawings depicted 
a different trajectory.

“The public hearing 
was the first time that 
we all became aware 
that this road was 
for real,” said North 
Woods property owner 
Mark Pavao, “and they 
had shifted the align-
ment from Chatham 
Park land onto our 
land. So, Jan. 7 was a 
watershed moment for 
us.”

Pavao, one of  17 
landowners in the 
North Woods commu-
nity, is spearheading 
the group’s efforts to 
prevent state seizure of  
their land. He owns 46 
acres between two lots, 
one of  which sits direct-
ly in the proposed road’s 
path.

“They’re going to 
carve it up,” Diana 
Dalsimer, another North 
Woods landowner, told 
the News + Record. “It’s 
not going to be a neigh-
borhood.”

She and her fellow 
North Woods prop-
erty owners are not 
fighting the North 
Chatham Park Way’s 
construction, Dal-
simer pointed out, 
nor are they opposed 
to Chatham Park’s 
development, which 
will almost encircle 
the private community 
upon completion. When 
she and her husband 
moved to North Woods 
from Chapel Hill seven 
years ago, they already 
knew that Chatham 
Park and its infrastruc-
ture would eventually 
arrive.

“So, you know, we 

can’t complain about 
that, we know that’s 
happening,” she said. 
“But there are issues we 
want to bring up that we 
feel are not fair and not 
responsible.”

Pavao, likewise, 
acknowledged that Cha-
tham Park is destined 
to revise the Pittsboro 
he has known for de-
cades. 

“All the neighbors, in 
fact, feel the same way, 
that we’re not fighting 
Chatham Park,” he 
said. “We’re not saying 
that it shouldn’t be 
here, and we’re also 
not saying that this 
road shouldn’t hap-
pen.”

They just don’t want 
it running through 
their land, he said, 
especially when it can 
so easily pass along-
side it.

“My perspective is 
that eminent domain 
should be the solution 
of  last resort, the option 
that the state resorts to 
after they have looked 
for every other possible 
alternative before they 
start taking private 
landowners’ land,” 
Pavao said. “There’s 
a very obvious and 
simple solution, which 
is to shift the road by a 
couple hundred yards 
and to use land that is 
already owned by the 
developer for whom this 
road is being devel-
oped.”

What would be a 
simple adjustment for 
NCDOT, the landown-
ers say, would make 
an immeasurable 
difference to them. It 
would keep their quiet 
neighborhood whole 
and untarnished by a 
four-lane highway.

“It’ll tear the neighbor-
hood apart,” Dalsimer 
said, “and these small 
rural neighborhoods 
— I call them hamlets — 
they are becoming more 
and more rare ... Once 
they’re gone, they’re 
gone.”

Ducka Kelly, who 
bought her North 
Wood plot 23 years ago, 
suggests that Chatham 
Park Investors have 
ulterior motives for 
backing a road that 
passes through her 
neighborhood. 

“It really feels like 
there’s something kind 
of  underhanded about 

it,” she said. The road 
will devalue North 
Woods properties and 
may force some owners 
to sell “at rock bottom 
prices.”

Building the road 
through North Woods 
instead of  on Chatham 
Park-owned property 
would also afford the 
company more space to 
expand housing develop-
ment, Pavao said.

“So, I suspect that 
there are two objec-
tives at play here. One 
is, ‘Let’s preserve our 
land so we can build 
more houses,’” he said, 
“and the other is, ‘If  
this neighborhood 
becomes less desirable 
for these neighbors, 
maybe they will sell 
their land.’” 

Chatham Park rep-
resentatives did not 
respond to the News 
+ Record’s request 
for comment by press 
time. 

Two weeks ago, the 
North Woods neighbors 
launched a petition 
on change.org called 
“Save North Woods 
Neighborhood.”

“I thought, well, 
maybe we can get 100 
signatures,” Pavao 
said. “And I thought 
that would be great.”

As of  Tuesday, more 
than 2,100 had signed. 
“It tells me that we’re 
telling a story that peo-
ple understand,” Pavao 
said. “It’s not fair for 
big, rich, real estate 
developers to come in 
and take land from pri-
vate homeowners.”

To make the biggest 
difference, though, 
Chatham residents 
must submit their 
protestations directly 
to the NCDOT, Pavao 
said.

“The only reason 
they’ll make a change is 
if  it becomes just too po-
litically uncomfortable 
for them to go forward 
with the plan,” he said. 
“... The primary objec-
tive that we have right 
now is to get people to 
submit comments to 
the public comment box 
that the NCDOT set up 
on this road alignment. 
That seems to be the 
one concrete avenue 
that we have for DOT 
to get the message that 
this alignment isn’t 
fair and doesn’t make 
sense.”

For information on 
the North Woods neigh-
bors’ campaign, visit 
their website, https://
savenorthwoodsneigh-
borhood.com/. 

NCDOT will be ac-
cepting public com-
ments until Feb. 7 via 
phone: 984-205-6615, 
code 8027, or by email 
at North-Chatham-
Park-Way@publicin-
put.com or mail, to 
421 Fayetteville Street, 
Suite 600, Raleigh, NC 
27601. 

Reporter D. Lars Dolder 
can be reached at 
dldolder@chathamnr.
com or on Twitter @
dldolder.
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CHATHAM 
COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

On January 23, Jordan 
Hamilton Bryarley, 34, 
of  5421 Piney Grove 
Church Road, Siler City, 
was arrested by Deputy 
Brandal Harrington 
for failure to appear 
on charges of  simple 
assault and misdemean-
or probation violation. 
Bryarley was issued 
a $1,000.00 secured 
bond and is scheduled 
to appear in Chatham 
County District Court in 
Pittsboro on February 
10. 

On January 23, Jordan 
Hamilton Bryarley, 34, 
of  5421 Piney Grove 
Church Road, Siler City, 
was arrested by Deputy 
Brandal Harrington 
for failure to appear on 
charges of  driving while 
impaired, no opera-
tors license, speeding, 
expired/no inspection, 
expired registration 
card/tag, fictitious/
altered title/registra-
tion card/tag, driving 
while license revoked 
— impaired revocation. 

Bryarley was issued a 
$2,500.00 secured bond 
and is scheduled to 
appear in Randolph 
County District Court in 
Asheboro on February 
11. 

On January 23, Jeffrey 
Arthur Cooper, 57, of  
3066 US Hwy 15-501 
North, Siler City, was 
arrested by Deputy 
Johnny Griffin for vio-
lation of  GPS monitor-
ing conditions. Cooper 
was issued a $25,000.00 
secured bond and is 
scheduled to appear in 
Chatham County Dis-
trict Court in Pittsboro 
on February 3. 

On January 25, Glen 
Todd Smith Jr., 34, 
of  420 South Second 
Avenue, Siler City, was 
arrested by Deputy 
Phillip Hanson for 
pre-trial violation relat-
ed to charges of  assault 
on female and commu-
nicating threats. Smith 
was issued a $5,000.00 
secured bond and is 
scheduled to appear in 
Chatham County Dis-
trict Court in Pittsboro 
on January 26.

call (919) 663-3232 or go to 
chathamnewsrecord.com/subscribe/

ONE YEAR FOR ONLY
$45 in county / $50 outside county

Worth knowing.

Courtesy of Mark Pavao

North Woods property owners propose NCDOT adjust the projected North 
Chatham Park Way to travel around their neighborhood, as represented by 
the dotted line. Its current rendering (solid line) would run through North 
Woods.

CUSTOMER INFO FORM
Name_____________________________________
Address___________________________________
_________________________________________
Email_____________________________________
Phone Number______________________________

Complete form to receive special off ers and promotions.

Provide your completed form to a 
Kathryn’s staff member to receive a FREE 
piece of chocolate from our display case 
OR 20% off one regularly priced item*  

(*Some exclusions apply)

866 Spring Lane
in the Spring Lane Galleria

kathrynshallmark.com • 919-774-8912

Open Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Sunday 12-7 p.m.
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A way to recognize the struggle of slavery, 
Jim Crow and discrimination in N.C.

During Black History 
Month, the News + Re-

cord will 
feature 
issues 
related 
to the 
African 
Amer-
ican 
experi-
ence in 

our Chatham Chats. This 
week, we speak with 
Chatham County resi-
dent David Warren, who 
serves as co-chairperson 
for the N.C. Freedom 
Park project.

North Carolina is one 
of  only a few states which 
has yet to honor the Af-
rican American struggle 
for freedom from slavery, 
Jim Crow segregation 
and racial discrimination 
with a monument. N.C. 
Freedom Park, which 
will be constructed on 
a one-acre site between 
the state legislature and 
the Governor’s Mansion 
in Raleigh, and will offer 
a place for school chil-
dren, visitors, residents, 
citizens and policymak-
ers to learn about the 
contributions of  African 
Americans toward a 
better society.

A native of  Chicago, 
Warren is a graduate 
of  Miami University 
and Duke University. A 
former U.S. Naval supply 
officer, he had professor-
ships at the UNC School 
of  Government (1964-
1974) and Duke (1975-
2000), and was named 
professor emeritus for 
Duke’s Family Medicine 
and Community Health 
program in 2001.

Warren served as direc-
tor of  the Governor’s 
Institute on Alcohol and 
Substance Abuse from 
1990-1997 and was a Ful-
bright Lecturer in China 
in 1998, 1999 and 2001.

What is the North Caro-
lina Freedom Park and how 
did it come about?

Recognizing the lack 
of  public monuments 

for African Americans, 
the Paul Green Founda-
tion conducted in 2001 
a series of  town hall 
meetings across the state 
to explore ideas to honor 
the African American 
struggle for freedom. The 
result was support for 
a public park to be built 
in the state’s capital city 
of  Raleigh that would be 
both commemorative and 
educational. A biracial 
statewide group was 
incorporated in 2004 with 
support from the Paul 
Green Foundation and 
the State Arts Council 
to pursue planning and 
funding for this monu-
mental project. 

Initial fundraising efforts 
coincided with a recession. 
Did you have other difficul-
ties getting the project off 
the ground?

Over several years 
of  both encouragement 
and disappointment, an 
initial design failed to 
draw financial support 
and determining a site 
for the park was delayed. 
Finally, in 2012 the 
governor and Council 
of  State granted a lease 
for a one-acre space for 
the park across from the 
State Legislative Build-
ing and near downtown 
Raleigh’s museums — a 
prime location. Then the 
Z. Smith Reynolds Foun-
dation provided a series 

of  grants to restructure 
the project and give it 
new energy.

The next step was a 
smaller and more active 
board of  directors and, 
fortuitously, a new design 
for the park created by 
the renowned architect 
Phil Freelon.

He had just completed 
his work as lead archi-
tect on the new National 
Museum of  African 
American History and 
Culture on the Mall. 
Now we had an inspiring 
design that we felt would 
gain financial support. In 
addition, an influential 
business leader joined 
our cause and was able 
to find major donors to 
make substantial pledges 
for the project. 

What is the park’s status 
now?

The fundraising for the 
park was boosted by a 
$500,000 challenge grant 
from the State Employees 
Credit Union and a simi-
lar pledge from the Local 
Government Federal 
Credit Union. That at-
tracted enthusiastic sup-
port from nearly all the 
banks in the state plus 
large corporations such 
as Duke Energy. Crucial 
were grants from several 
of  the large foundations 
in the state, including the 
A. J. Fletcher Foundation 
and the Kenan Charitable 

Trust.
Notably, two individ-

uals generously wrote 
checks for $100,000 each. 
Then some supportive 
leaders in the General 
Assembly in June 2020 
were instrumental in 
adopting a $1.5 million 
grant to enable the proj-
ect to meet the threshold 
for starting construc-
tion. Thus, a ceremonial 
groundbreaking event 
was held last October 
and Gov. Cooper gave the 
park a big sendoff. Actual 
construction of  the $4.5 
million project will begin 
sometime this spring and 
be completed in a year.

The goal of the park is to 
honor the African American 
experience and contribu-
tions toward the promotion 
of freedom for all peoples. 
How will the park be used?

Upon completion of  
the park, the state lease 
agreement requires that 
it be transferred to the 
state for maintenance 
and programming. We 
are in continuous conver-
sation with the N.C. Dept. 
of  Natural and Cultural 
Resources about the 
development of  the park 
and how it can be used 
to have an immediate 
and dramatic impact as 
a place for education and 
racial reconciliation.

The director of  the 
department’s African 
American Heritage 
Commission is an 
ex-officio member of  our 
board of  directors and 
supports our proposal 
for a Friends of  the Park 
organization to raise 
supplemental funds and 
provide expertise for pro-
gramming in the Park.

We anticipate thou-
sands of  school kids 

coming in buses from 
all parts of  the state to 
Raleigh as part of  their 
N.C. history curriculum 
to visit the park and 
learn more about the 
African American story. 
Within the walkways in 
the park will be numer-
ous quotations from 
North Carolina African 
Americans about various 
perspectives of  freedom. 
For example, Ella Baker, 
the civil rights leader, 
says, “Remember, we are 
not fighting for the free-
dom of  the Negro alone, 
but for the freedom of  the 
human spirit, a larger 
freedom that encompass-
es all mankind.”

Besides the quotations 
on the park’s walkways, 
what other features of the 
park will attract visitors?

The central architec-
tural feature of  the park 
will be the gleaming 
40-feet tall Beacon of  
Freedom. It will be a 
golden torch-like tower 
that will be symbolic 
of  another quote, “My 
father passed the torch to 
me, which I have nev-
er let go out,” by Lyda 
Moore Merrick, an editor 
and advocate for the 
blind who was also the 
daughter of  the founder 
of  M&F Bank. (By the 
way, the quotations will 
all have electronic chips 
that will tell a backstory 
on smartphones.)

At the base of  the bea-
con will be a gathering 
area for lectures, musical 
and dramatic perfor-
mances, and, hopefully, 
conversations among 
visitors about the impor-
tance of  the concepts of  
freedom, namely, justice, 
equity and opportunity. 
To facilitate the educa-

tional impact of  the park, 
docents will be available 
to interpret and elaborate 
on the message of  the 
park.

How did you get involved 
in the project, and are you 
the chief spokesman?

I am certainly an 
advocate but others on 
our talented board can 
better speak for the park. 
On our website (www.
ncfmp.org) are videos of  
Freelon (our acclaimed 
architect, now departed), 
Reg Hildebrand (former 
UNC African American 
history professor) and 
others who tell the story. 
My job as co-chair, along 
with Goldie Frinks Wells 
(who currently serves 
on the Greensboro City 
Council) is to coordinate 
the enthusiasm that this 
project has generated. 
That means accompa-
nying board members 
on donor visits, keeping 
legislative leaders well 
informed, doing some of  
the legal work behind 
the scenes and following 
up with news media on 
inquiries about the prog-
ress of  the park.

In the early days, 
my wife Marsha — as 
director of  the Paul 
Green Foundation — 
was pushing the project 
and needed a lawyer to 
incorporate the effort. 
She volunteered me and 
I found myself  caught 
up in what I now know 
will become an iconic 
landmark in these times 
of  heightened sensitivity 
to African American 
justice.

How can we find out 
more?

https://ncfmp.nation-
builder.com/

CHATHAM CHAT | DAVID WARREN, N.C. FREEDOM PARK

Warren

Courtesy of N.C. Freedom Park

An artist’s rendering of what N.C. Freedom Park 
will look like from the air. Courtesy of N.C. Freedom Park

A rendering of N.C. Freedom Park, which will be built in downtown Raleigh.

NEWS BRIEFS

COA presents ‘Memoir 
Scribes’

All our life stories deserve to be told, 
written, and remembered. Now, Mem-
oir Scribes will help you write yours.

The Chatham Council on Aging’s new 
program will use Memoir Scribes — 
young volunteers ready to get to know 
you and help write about your life — to 
put your story on paper. Talking about 
the events, challenges and best mo-
ments of  your life can be a meaningful 
way to recall all you have experienced. 

How does it work? A meeting will be set 
with a scribe to have a conversation about 
your life. The scribe will then create a writ-
ten booklet of your words for you to keep. 
There is no cost to participate and your 
conversation will not be shared with others.

Interested? Call the COA’s Senior 
Center to learn more and schedule your 
time with a memoir scribe. Please con-
tact Jackie Green for more information 
at 919-542-4512 (ext. #227) or email her at 
Jackie.Green@chathamcoa.org.

Friends of the Chatham 
Community Library cancels 

spring book sale

The Friends of  the Chatham Com-
munity Library has canceled its spring 
book sale, which would have been held 
from March 25 to 27  at the library .

The reason for the cancellation is the 
continuing lockdown of  government of-
fices and businesses ordered by federal, 
state and local governments, which at 
this writing is expected to continue at 
least through the spring.

Each sale at the library raises nearly 
$20,000 for the benefit of  the library and 
its operations.

Despite the cancellation of  the spring 
book sale and the loss of  additional 
revenue provided by it, the Chatham 
Community Library is making every 
effort to continue serving the citizens of  
Chatham County.

For example, in the last six months, 
the library staff has provided the 
community with curbside take-out 
and return service, plus reference 
and research services via phone and 
computer, and virtual educational and 
entertainment classes for all ages.

The Friends is planning to resume the 
spring and fall book sales when the pan-
demic is officially declared ended. Until 
that time, the organization continues to 
welcome cash, check or similar dona-
tions, plus new membership applications. 

More information may be found on its 
website at friendsccl.org.

Tri-County 4-H announces 
chicken chain interest 

meeting

PITTSBORO — The Alamance, Guil-
ford and Chatham County 4-H offices 
are looking for individuals between the 
ages of  5 and 18 who would be interest-
ed in raising chickens through the 4-H’s 
“chicken chain” program.

Chicken chain participants will get 
day-old chicks, raise them to maturity, and 
then show them at a special event in Oc-
tober. While raising the chickens, young 
people learn about life cycles, animal hus-
bandry, money management and more.

Potential participants are invited to a vir-
tual interest meeting at 6 p.m. on February 
3, 2021. Individuals may register by visiting 
https://go.ncsu.edu/chickenchain21.

— CN+R staff reports

would like to acknowledge & thank 
our online advertisers. 

Visit (our site) to connect 
with them!

www.chathamnewsrecord.com
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Updates allow some requirement exemptions, 
required summer costs extended, and more

BY HANNAH MCCLELLAN
News + Record Staff

The Chatham County Board of Com-
missioners has approved two items to the 
memorandum of understanding for Cha-
tham Promise, allowing for some credit 
requirement exemptions in the case of  
COVID-19-related issues and for required 
summer courses costs to be covered.

Chatham Promise is one part of  
“Central Carolina Promise,” a program 
offering free Central Carolina Com-
munity College tuition for qualifying 
high school graduates and supported 
by Chatham, Harnett and Lee County 
governments. The Chatham program 
provides two years of  free tuition and 
required fees at CCCC to all eligible 

Chatham residents who graduate from 
a public high school, private school 
or home school 2019-22. Textbooks, 
supplemental materials and summer 
terms are not included, the Central 
Carolina Promise website says, though 
costs associated with required summer 
terms will now be covered thanks to the 
approved MOU changes.

CCCC’s Mark Hall, Chatham Coun-
ty provost, presented the proposed 
changes on Jan. 19 to the board, which 
clarified changes in approach and one 
which was for administration purposes. 
The board approved those changes in 
two separate motions.

“This is absolutely in concert, or 
keeping with, the intention of  Chatham 
Promise,” Commissioner Karen How-

ard said of  the changes after making a 
motion to accept them.

The credit requirement exceptions for 
2021 and 2022 graduating students will 
be extended on a case-by-case basis, Hall 
said, for students whose academic re-
cords demonstrate they were on track to 
complete their credit and hours-earned 
requirements prior to any impediments 
caused by the pandemic.

The second approved change, in 
addition to allowing required summer 
courses costs to be covered, allowed for 
part-time students and the opportunity 
for eligible students to participate in 
the program at any time up until two 
years after their high school gradu-
ation. No extensions beyond the two 
years will be granted, Hall said.

In order to be eligible, applicants must 
be a resident of Chatham, Harnett or Lee 
County, graduate from homeschool or 
public/private school, complete the FAF-
SA and the Career and College Promise 
program, with at least four high school 
dual-enrollment courses or 12 credit 
hours. The priority deadline is July 23. 
You can learn more about the program 
and how to apply at cccc.edu/promise/.

During his presentation to the board, 
Hall said that last year Chatham Promise 
served 160 students, 140 of which com-
pleted their first year, with 60 of those stu-
dents returning and others transferring to 
other colleges or receiving degrees. 

Reporter Hannah McClellan can be 
reached at hannah@chathamnr.com.

CHATHAM PROMISE MOU

Subscribe Today 
919-663-3232

Chatham YMCA

287 East Street, Suite 412, 
Pittsboro, NC 27312

More Info: 919-545-9622

• CHATHAM YMCA SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMP
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PITTSBORO 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
• YMCA DAY CAMP: PERRY HARRISON SCHOOL

If you could start a business, what would 
it be? How do you know if people need 
what your business offers? Explain why 

you would start this business.Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

BRACELETS
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Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple, written directions.

Look through the newspaper for people who are 
working hard to care for others in your community. 

Write a letter to the editor thanking them.

A Letter is a Gift

Kid Scoop regularly features topics related to money and financial 
literacy. Financial literacy means knowing how to spend, invest and save 
your money carefully. It also includes donating your time and treasure to 
make your community a better place.  This is called philanthropy.

Read the article about a six-year old girl who became a philanthropist 
and helped her local zoo!

   n March of 2020, California’s 
    Oakland Zoo had to close its gates 
to ____________ because of the 
coronavirus. By July, the zoo was 
still closed and it was in trouble.

A Castro Valley six-year-old named 
Andy learned that the Oakland Zoo 
was running out of _________ and 
might have to shut its doors forever. 
It made Andy sad, but it also made 
her think. An idea came to her.

“My brain just told it to 
me,” said Andy. “I 
thought I could make 
and give bead bracelets 
to people who ______________ $25 or 
more. My goal was to raise $200.”

Andy and her mother, Kelly, sent messages 
to friends and family who quickly donated and asked 
for bracelets.

      ccording to the Oakland Zoo, Andy’s 
          fundraiser helped feed and care for the 
animals. Because the Zoo was closed from 
mid-March through the end of July, there 
were no ticket _______ or other ways to raise 
money. The animals still needed food and 
care, so Andy’s fundraiser was VERY helpful.

The Oakland Zoo 
and the animals 
wanted to show 
their appreciation. 
Andy was given a 
___________ tour 
of the Zoo.

Andy got to see a 
new baby giraffe 
named Kijii and a 
huge tortoise. She 
got to pick out 
________ for a 
grizzly bear to 
make a painting, 
just for her. She 
also got to

feed a tiger a __________ of goat milk!

Andy was also interviewed by Kelly Clarkson for 
        her TV show!

        What is Andy’s advice for other 
         kids who want to help?  “All you 
          need to do is have an idea and 
          just start helping!”

   heir friends and family did 
     more than donate. They 
________________ Andy’s 
project information to their 
friends and families. Those 
people sent the message to 
their friends and families. And so on, and so on 
until more than 4,000 people sent in donations.

In six short weeks, more than 4,000 people from all 
over the ________________ made donations. About 
900 of them wanted bracelets. 

Fortunately, Andy’s friends wanted to help. Andy 
made 500 bracelets and her friends made another 700.

How much did Andy’s project raise? It raised a 
whopping $226,558!!!

For helping to save the 
Oakland Zoo, Andy got
thank you notes from a 
tiger and a grizzly bear!

Andy and her family enjoying a bird’s-eye view 
aboard the Oakland Zoo’s gondola ride.

What is the name of the zoo helped by Andy’s money?

In which city does Andy live?

What did Andy charge for her bracelets?

How did the zoo use the money Andy raised?

What kind of animal did Andy feed with a bottle of goat milk?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Big Idea Gets Bigger

Big Thanks

I A

T

Andy got to see a 
new baby giraffe 
named Kijii and a 
huge tortoise. She 
got to pick out 
________ for a 
grizzly bear to 
make a painting, 
just for her. She 
also got to

feed a tiger a __________ of goat milk!feed a tiger a __________ of goat milk!

Andy was also interviewed by Kelly Clarkson for Andy was also interviewed by Kelly Clarkson for 

For helping to save the 
Oakland Zoo, Andy got
thank you notes from a 
tiger and a grizzly bear!

Big Thanks

Replace the missing words in this article.

Are there ways you can help in your community? Work 
with a family member to complete the following:

My Time
I have time during the week when I could do something 

kind for another person or help out the community. Check 
the boxes to show when you might have time to help.

My Treasure
Treasure isn’t only money. You might have some toys, 

books or clothing you have that are in good condition and 
that you don’t want anymore. Someone else may really 
treasure those! Make a list of items that you can donate.

My Talent
What is your talent? Can you play a musical instrument? 
Can you sing or dance? Paint? Do you enjoy talking to 

people? There are many kinds of talents that help others. 
Make a list of your talents.

Recess
Before School
After School
Saturday Mornings
Saturday Afternoons
Sunday Mornings
Sunday Afternoons

© 2021 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 37, No. 9

Can you find the tiger that’s different?

ol. 37, No. 9

Children are born curious. From their earliest days, sensory 
exploration brings delight and wonder. New discoveries expand 
their minds.  When they unlock the joy of reading, their world 

widens further. Magic happens.

Kid Scoop opens the doors of discovery for elementary school 
children by providing interactive, engaging and relevant 

age-appropriate materials designed to awaken the magic of 
reading at school, at home, and throughout their lives.

For more information about our literacy non-profit, visit 
kidscoopnews.org



From the Council on Aging

Grammy-winner Mike Farris 
will help the Chatham County 
Council on Aging make Valentine’s 
Day extra special this year.

At 4 p.m. on Valentine’s Day 
— Sunday, February 14th — the 
COA will offer, free of  charge, a 
virtual concert featuring Farris, 
whose music has been described 
as rooted in early American gospel 
and blues. 

Hailing from Nashville, Ten-
nessee, Farris won a Grammy for 
his 2015 album “Shine for All the 
People.” 

“We are offering this concert 
to thank the community for 
supporting our work in serving 
Chatham County seniors and 
their families,” said Dennis 
Streets, COA’s executive direc-
tor. “We all know the challeng-
es associated with COVID-19, 
and we hope this event will lift 
people’s spirits on Valentine’s 
Day — I guess you could say it’s 
an expression of  our love for 
Chatham County.” 

Free tickets for the virtual 
concert, which will be host-
ed via Zoom, are available at 
https://givebutter.com/COAM-
ikeFarris.

“While the tickets are free, we 
certainly welcome donations, 

as well, to help us further serve 
seniors and their families,” Streets 
said. 

The event takes place during 
“We Love Seniors” Month, as 
proclaimed by the Chatham 
County Board of  County Commis-
sioners (https://www.chathamnc.
org/home/showpublisheddocu-
ment?id=54025). 

Transitions LifeCare, formerly 

Hospice of  Wake County, is spon-
soring the event on behalf  of  the 
Council on Aging.

“We truly appreciate the gen-
erosity of  Transitions LifeCare, 
which has served as a partner 
for a number of  years,” said 
Streets.  

For more information about the 
work of  the Council on Aging, visit 
www.chathamcoa.org. 
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Chatham 250 to offer soccer tournament, 
create dedicated Latino history archive

BY VICTORIA 
JOHNSON

News + Record Staff

Chatham County’s 
250th anniversary 
celebration is 
set to kick off 
in early spring, 
and for its 
planners, 
it’s not 
just a 
birth-
day 
party — 
it’s an 
oppor-
tunity 
to 
celebrate and recognize 
the county’s growing 
diversity.

“What we’re trying 
to do in Chatham 250 is 
celebrate all of  Chatham 
County, and Chatham 
County is a diverse 
place,” said Project 
Manager Hilary Pollan, 
adding, “There’s a lot of  
different ethnic and ra-
cial cultures in Chatham 
County ... and our hope 
with Chatham 250 is to 
celebrate all of  those and 
to create a celebration 
where everyone feels like 
they belong.”

Chatham 250 plan-
ners especially seek to 
celebrate and engage the 
Hispanic community, 
said Pollan, who’s also 
the county’s community 
partners analyst. That’s 
why this year’s celebra-
tion won’t just offer Span-
ish-language translation 
and interpretation for its 
events and projects; it’ll 
also offer events specif-
ically designed for the 
county’s Hispanic com-
munity with the help of  
several Chatham Latino 
residents. 

“The celebrations are 
about belonging,” Pollan 
said. “They’re about 
helping people feel like 
they belong in this coun-
ty and belong in terms 
of  their voice and being 
able to share what’s 
important to them and be 
listened to and heard and 
have it shape the way we 
make decisions.”

Lendy Carias, a Gua-
temalan immigrant, is 
one of  three Chatham 250 
co-chairpersons. Since 
last year, she and Pollan 
have been working to en-
gage the county’s Hispan-
ic community and to plan 
events catered specifical-
ly to the county’s Latino 

residents. 
“One thing about the 

Chatham 250 is that we 
want the community to 
feel comfortable because, 

if  there is no Hispanic 
person representing 
the community, 
they’re probably 
going to think, ‘Oh, 

we don’t 
want to 
go to the 

events,’ 
or ‘We 

don’t want 
to go to 
the cel-
ebra-
tion,’ 

because they won’t feel 
part of  it,” Carias said. 
“So having a person 
who’s representing them, 
they’re gonna feel maybe 
more comfortable going 
there.” 

Together, the pair have 
come up with plans for a 
fall soccer tournament, 
or “campeonato” in 
Spanish, a “caravana,” 
or drive-thru parade, and 
several history projects 
to tell the community’s 
stories.

“A lot of  Hispanic peo-
ple like soccer, so we tried 
to do like — we call it ‘La 
Liga,’ where there’s going 
to be a lot of  teams,” 
Carias said. “The com-
munity can be involved, 
and they can create their 
own futbol teams. And 
then we’re going to have 
two days of  play.” 

“My hope with the 
campeonato is that it 
is just mostly a Span-
ish-speaking event,” added 
Pollan, “(and) that it kind 
of exists in that bilingual 
space because that event 
is really for the Hispanic/
Latinx community.”

In October, the Cha-
tham 250 plans to host 
a drive-thru parade 
(“caravana”) to close 
out the celebrations. 
The pandemic prevents 
them from throwing a big 
festival, Pollan said, so in-
stead, they plan to invite 
people to decorate their 
cars, perhaps with their 
country flags, and drive 
through Siler City cele-
brating safely together.

“I used to live in a very 
Puerto Rican community, 
and there was a big thing 
around caravanas, where 
everybody gets in their 
car, and they decorate 
their car, and they honk 
their horns and they 
drive around togeth-

er,” Pollan said. “And I 
checked with Lendy if  
that happens in Guate-
mala, and if  that felt like 
it resonated with her, and 
she was like, ‘Heck, yes.’”

Maria Soto of  Com-
munities In Schools of  
Chatham County has 
also been involved in 
the celebration’s steer-
ing committee, and the 
Chatham 250 planners 
have also partnered with 
the Hispanic Liaison to 
promote the yearlong 
celebration, which will 
kick off in early April and 
end in late October.

Other Chatham 250 
events and projects for 
the entire community 
will also be accessible 
to the county’s Span-
ish-speaking community, 
Pollan said.

“We have budgeted 
for a significant amount 
of  funds for transla-
tion,” she said, adding, 
“That’s a commitment 
we’ve made — authentic, 
equitable engagement. 
We want everybody who 
wants to participate to be 
able to participate.” 

Most, if  not all, Cha-
tham 250 documents, 
online and otherwise, 
will be available in Span-
ish, and their branded 
events — both in-person 
and virtual — will have 
Spanish translators 
available. Organizers 
plan to circulate flyers in 
both languages, and the 
Founding Day celebra-
tion on April 10 will have 

bilingual speakers.
Founding Day, or April 

1, is the day the Colonial 
Assembly ratified Cha-
tham’s charter, establish-
ing Chatham County.

“It’s a birthday party,” 
Pollan said. “So we’ll 
have party hats, good-
ie bags, cake, a piñata 
raffle, art projects. It’s 
a drive-thru event, and 
we’d love to see folks 
come out and kick off 
these anniversary cele-
brations.”

The celebration’s main 
“event” is the Chatham 
250’s Passport experi-
ence. Pollan described the 
activity as a “self-guided 
tour meets scavenger 
hunt.” Participants will 
receive a map with a 
list of  15 to 20 activities 
under each of  the five 
“celebration themes,” 
which include Creative 
Arts, Community and 
Diversity, Growth and 
Change, Agriculture and 
Natural Environment.

“The idea is that it 
gets you to experience 
different parts of  Cha-
tham County,” she said. 
“Like, we have ‘Eat at a 
restaurant you’ve never 
been to before,’ and so the 
way we’ve structured it 
is that it’s completely ac-
cessible for wherever you 
live, and whatever type of  
resources you have, and 
whatever language you 
speak.”

The county will distrib-
ute printed copies of  the 
maps to all CCS students 

and at key areas around 
Chatham; people will also 
be able to download the 
maps from the Chatham 
250’s website, which 
will also be available in 
Spanish. 

Beyond just one-time 
events, the Chatham 
250 will leave a lasting 
impact: creating a history 
archive dedicated to 
stories from the county’s 
Hispanic community 
over the past 50 years.

“There is no histo-
ry recorded currently 
of  Chatham County’s 
Hispanic and Latinx 
community,” Pollan said. 
“I mean, there’s little 
pieces, but there isn’t a 
dedicated collection, and 
our ability to sort of  go 
back and recall history 
is really important when 
we think about memory, 
and when we think about 
reconciliation. If  we don’t 
have anything archived, 
you can’t do that moving 
forward.”

As Pollan sees it, the 
Chatham 250 picks up 
from the county’s bicen-
tennial celebrations in 
1971 — when the county 
had no true Hispanic/
Latinx presence. Those 
celebrations, she said, 
also only truly hon-
ored “certain parts” of  
Chatham and left many 
minority communities 
out.

“That’s not where we 
are, as a county, as a 
nation, anymore,” she 
said. “We want every-
body who lives here to 
see themselves in these 
celebrations, and so, 
Chatham 250 is really 
focusing on the last 50 
years. We looked back at 
the last 50 years (at) what 
has changed (and) what 
defines these 50 years, 
and the Hispanic migra-
tion to Chatham County 
is a huge part of  that 
narrative.”

To achieve this, Pollan 
put together a Histori-
cal Content committee, 
which she filled with 
interested county his-
torians and residents 
— including Paul Cuad-
ros, Jordan-Matthews’ 
men’s soccer coach and 

UNC journalism pro-
fessor. He wrote about 
Hispanic migration to 
Chatham County in his 
book, “A Home on the 
Field,” which follows 
the creation of  Los Jets, 
a predominantly Latino 
soccer team at Jor-
dan-Matthews.

“I’m on the committee 
that’s looking at how 
things have changed in 
Chatham County, popu-
lation-wise, and then spe-
cifically within that, how 
the Hispanics or Latinos 
have been a part of  that,” 
Cuadros said. “So as part 
of  that committee, I’ve 
been working on a Los 
Jets exhibit or artifacts 
for the history folks. So 
I’ve been gathering those 
things together, and 
we’ve been talking about 
that.” 

Though it’s a well-
known story in the coun-
ty, Cuadros said he hopes 
that the exhibit — which 
had been featured in the 
North Carolina Museum 
of  History — will pro-
vide context and offer 
a specific story beyond 
the overarching theme, 
the Hispanic migration 
into Chatham County, 
starting in the ‘90s. The 
committee also hopes to 
collect individual stories 
from others in the com-
munity.

“It’s really hard to 
gather this stuff, and 
when it comes to the Lati-
no community, there’s 
a language barrier,” 
Cuadros said. “ ... This 
is an important endeav-
or to get this into the 
record and to ensure that 
history be a part of  the 
overarching history, and 
nobody is left out.”

“One of  my hopes for 
Chatham 250 is to begin 
to formalize a permanent 
location for that history,” 
added Pollan, “so that at 
the tricentennial, some 
young people will be able 
to go back and look at 
that history and be able 
to know their roots and 
the story of  this county.” 

Reporter Victoria John-
son can be reached at 
victoria@chathamnr.com.

‘CELEBRATIONS ARE ABOUT BELONGING’

‘... our hope with Chatham 250 is to 
celebrate all of those and to create a 
celebration where everyone feels like 
they belong.’

HILARY POLLAN, Chatham 250 Project Manager

Council on Aging thanks 
community with virtual concert

SET FOR VALENTINE’S DAY

Photo by Sebastian Smith

Grammy-winner Mike Farris.
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REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham 
Land Experts - www.learn-
aboutland.com - 919-362-6999. 
Jy2,tfnc

OFFICE SPACE RENT
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT, Ap-
proximately 2,000 sq. ft. recep-
tion area, conference room, 
six offices, kitchenette and 
restrooms. Siler Business Park, 
919-930-1650. Jn15,tfnc

MOBILE HOME RENTAL
2B/R, 1BA - No Smoking! Taking 
applications. Leave message 
- No pets. Bear Creek District. 
919-837-5689  F4,11,2tp  

RENTAL APARTMENTS
POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Ever-
green Construction introduces 
its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years 
or older, 1 and 2 bedroom ap-
plications now being accepted. 
Office hours: Mon, Tues & 
Thurs, 8:30 – 4:30. Call 919-
533-6319 for more information, 
TDD # 1-800-735-2962, Equal 
housing opportunity, Handi-
capped accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS now 
for one bedroom apartments, 
adults 55 years or older. 
Water included, appliances 
furnished, on-site laundry, 
elevator, keyless entry. Sec-
tion 8 accepted. $486/mo., no 
security deposit. Application 
fee $25 per adult. Call Braxton 
Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap 
accessible. Equal Housing Op-
portunity. A2,tfnc

FOR SALE
HAY FOR SALE - Round Bales, 
$25; Square Bales, $5. 919-742-
4856, 919-669-9705, F4,11,2tp

FESCUE HAY, $4 Square 
Bale, Crutchfield X-Rds 
area; No rain/in shed. 984-
265-0402 or 919-663-5780.  
J14,21,28,F4,11,5tp 

AUCTIONEERS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTION-
EERS - Equipment, Business, 
Liquidation, Estates, Land, 
Houses, Antiques, Personal 
property, Coins, Furniture, 
Consignments, Benefits, etc., 
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684, 
919-663-3556, rickyelling-
tonauctions@yahoo.com, 
S3,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HARRIS 
at JHA. One Call... We sell it 
all!!! Real Estate, Personal 
Property, Estate Settlement, 
Farms & Land, Business Liq-
uidation. JHA has been con-
ducting auctions in the state 
of NC since 1989. Fully licensed 
Real Estate and Auction Firm. 
NCAL #8420 Firm #8086 www.
JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-
498-4077, S3,tfnc 

SERVICES
RAINBOW WATER FILTERED 
VACUUMS, Alice Cox, Cox’s 
Distributing - Rainbow -- Cell: 
919-548-4314, Sales, Services, 
Supplies. Serving public for 35 
years. Rada Cutlery also avail-
able.  F4-A15,11tp

TELEPHONE SERVICES 
MACPAGE COMMUNICATIONS - 
Bruce McDaniel - Residential 
and commercial telephone 
repairs and installations. 919-
663-3441, 919-227-6698, spe-
cializing in Business Systems. 
F4,11,2tp 

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of 
charge. Due to many months 
of low steel prices and unsta-
ble steel markets, we cannot 
pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be 
transported and environmen-
tally correctly recycled at no 
charge. 919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

I PAY IN CASH FOR Junk Cars 
and trucks. Prompt courteous 
service. Call 910-464-5434 or 
Cell: 910-639-5614. God Bless! 
J9,tfnc

CARPENTRY WORK – all types, 
repairs, renovation, installa-
tion, windows and doors. Call 
Robert Clark, 919-742-3194. 
My25,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree 
removal, stump grinding, lot 
clearing. Visa & Master Card 
accepted. Timber. Free esti-
mates. 919-258-3594 N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED
BASIC MACHINERY CO. Inc. 
(BMC), Siler City, NC, is cur-
rently looking to fill positions 
for Machinists, Fabricator/
Welder and Industrial Mechan-
ic 3-5 years experience is a 
plus. These positions will be 
permanent, full time, working 
at least 40 hours per week. Pay 
will be commensurate with 
experience. BMC offers 1 week 
paid vacation after 1 year and 
2 weeks paid vacation begin-
ning with the 2nd year of em-

ployment and 7 paid holidays 
annually. Medical, dental and 
vision insurances are offered, 
as well as many voluntary 
insurances, deducted on a 
pretax basis. Qualified appli-
cants should apply in person 
to 1220 Harold Andrews Rd, 
Siler City, NC  27344 Monday 
thru Friday from 8am until 5pm 
or submit resume by email to 
billy_scott@basicmachinery.
com. - BMC IS AN EQUAL OP-
PORTUNITY EMPLOYER AND 
PARTICIPATES IN THE FEDERAL 
E-VERIFY PROGRAM, F4,11,2tc

CAROLINA ADVANCED DIGITAL 
is seeking a Government Sales 
Order Specialist to join our 
team! Immediate opening, 
part-time. - We are hiring 
candidates for this position to 
work out of our Siler City, NC 
location. Daily Responsibilities 
include: Provide customer 
service and account support 
for government/federal cus-
tomers; Responsible for inside 
sales functions, quotes, or-
ders; Data entry and customer 
database maintenance. - Skills 
& Experience: Exceptional 
written and verbal commu-
nication skills, Moderate 
software skills: Word, Excel, 
Adobe Acrobat; Great custom-
er service skills/attitude. If you 
are hardworking, responsible, 
detail-oriented, have a great 
personality, a sense of humor 
and have an interest in infor-
mation technology, apply here: 
https://cadinc.com/about/
careers. J28,F4,11,18,4tp

PART-TIME FARM WORKER - in 
Silk Hope area. Call 336-669-
6357, J21,28,F4,11,4tp 

HOMECARE SEEKING, Now hir-
ing for immediate positions in 
Pittsboro/Siler City: Certified 
Nurse Aides - Competitive 
Weekly Pay, CNA’s start at 
$10.00/hr. & up for extra care 
cases - Total LifeCare, Call 
(919) 799-7275 or visit 106 
Village Lake Rd. Ste. A, Siler 
City for more info or to apply. 
J21,28,F4,11,4tc

WELL-ESTABLISHED HOME 
CARE AGENCY is looking for 
committed CNAs and Habilita-
tion Technicians in Chatham, 
Orange and Durham Counties 
FOR IMMEDIATE HIRE. Must be 
compassionate, have a pleas-
ant demeanor, possess good 
work ethics, and passionate 
about making a difference in 
people’s lives. CALL 919-967-
0507 NOW!!!!!  J21,28,F4,11,4tp

LEGALS

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHATHAM
THE UNDERSIGNED, having 
qualified on the 31th day of 
December, 2020, as Executrix 
of the Estate of MALVINA J. 
BRADY, Deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against said Estate to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed on or before the 14th 
day of April, 2021, or this 
Notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This the 14th day of January, 
2021.
Susan M. Brady, Executrix
Estate of Malvina J. Brady
c/o Jennifer Dalman, Attorney
Walker Lambe, PLLC
Post Office Box 51549
Durham, North Carolina 27717

J14,J21,J28,F4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The undersigned, having qual-
ified as EXECUTRIX OF THE 
ESTATE OF RUTH L. FIELDS, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, hereby 
notifies all persons, firms, and 
corporations having claims 
against the said decedent or 
her estate to present them to 
her at 3305 Kenmore Street, 
Greensboro, NC 27408 on or 
before the 15th day of April, 
2021, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recov-
ery. 
All of those indebted to the 
said estate are hereby request-
ed to make prompt payment to 
the undersigned. 
This the 14th day of January, 
2021.
Darlene F. Green, Executrix 
of the 
Estate of Ruth L. Fields
3305 Kenmore Street
Greensboro, NC 27408 

J14,J21,J28,F4,4tp   

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-14
All persons having claims 
against FRANCIS ANTHONY 
MADALENA, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 14th day of 
April, 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 

This the 14th day of January, 
2021.
Elizabeth M. Turner, Executor
111 Southpointe
Pittsboro, NC 27312

J14,J21,J28,F4,4tp   

NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-648
All persons having claims 
against ELIZA ANN SCHAEF-
FER, deceased, late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
are notified to exhibit the 
same to the undersigned on 
or before the 14th day of April, 
2021, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 14th day of January, 
2021.
John Clay Schaeffer, Executor
114 Bittercress Ct.
Cary, NC 27518

J14,J21,J28,F4,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-652
All persons having claims 
against WANDA ANN PREVOST, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 14th day of April, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 14th day of January, 
2021.
Clinton Prevost, Executor
4249 Devils Tramping Ground 
Rd
Bear Creek, NC 27207 

J14,F21,J28,F4,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
The undersigned, having 
qualified on the 13th day of 
January, 2021 as Executrix of 
the Estate of ALAN W. KAPLAN 
A/K/A ALAN WILLIAM KAPLAN, 
deceased, of Chatham County, 
North Carolina does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said Estate to exhibit 
them to the undersigned 
on or before the 21st day of 
April, 2021, or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said Estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This 21st day of January 2021.
Barbara Kaplan, Executor of 
the 
Estate of Alan W. Kaplan a/k/a 
Alan William Kaplan
 PO Box 51579
 Durham, NC 27717-1579
Candace B. Minjares, Esquire
Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300
Durham, North Carolina 27707

J21,J28,F4,F11,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
The Undersigned having qual-
ified as the Executor of the 
Estate of ALMA S. BERGMANN, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, 
notifies all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against the estate of said de-
ceased to present them to the 
undersigned on or before the 
29th day of April, 2021, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate will 
please make immediate pay-
ment to the undersigned.
This the 21st day of January, 
2021.
Jayne Seebach vanDusen, 
Executor
20008 Grier
Chapel Hill, NC 27517
Charles L. Steel, IV
Manning Fulton & Skinner, PA
Diamond View II, Ste. 130
280 S. Mangum Street
Durham, NC 27701

J21,J28,F4,F11,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY  
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Co-Executors 
of the Estate of WILLIAM F. 
MILHOLEN of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, do hereby 
notify all persons, firms and 
corporations having claims 
against said estate to present 
them to the undersigned on 
or before April 21, 2021 or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons, 
firms or corporations indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned.
This the 21st day of January, 
2021.
 Sallie T. Milholen, Co-Executor 
of the
 Estate of William F. Milholen
 79 Medinah Lane
 Siler City, NC 27344
 Laurie M. Nunnery, Co-Execu-
tor of the 
 Estate of William F. Milholen
 207 Fairwinds Drive
 Cary, NC 27518
Martha T. Peddrick
Johnson, Peddrick, & McDon-
ald, P.L.L.C.

440 West Market Street, Suite 
300
Greensboro, North Carolina 
27401
Telephone: (336) 574-9720

J21,J28,F4,F11,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
20 E 535
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Executor or 
of the Estate of JOHN GEORGE 
LOSAK of Chatham County, 
North Carolina, the under-
signed does hereby notify all 
creditors that they should 
present their claims to Bonnie 
Joyce Losak, Executor, c/o 
Kratt Dedmond & Associates, 
PLLC, 5623 Duraleigh Road, 
Suite 111, Raleigh, NC 27612 
on or before April 22, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery. All per-
sons, firms and corporations 
indebted to the said estate 
will please make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This the 21st day of January, 
2021.
 Bonnie Joyce Losak, Executor
 Estate of John George Losak
c/o Kratt Dedmond & Associ-
ates, PLLC
5623 Duraleigh Road
Suite 111
Raleigh, NC 27612

J21,J28,F4,F11,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-6
All persons having claims 
against JAMES DONALD 
THORNTON, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 21st day of 
April, 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 21st day of January, 
2021.
Anne T. Wood, Administrator
958 Taylors Rd
Boones Mill, VA 24065

J21,J28,F4,F11,4tp

IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
OF NORTH CAROLINA
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
CHATHAM COUNTY
20SP8
IN THE MATTER OF THE FORE-
CLOSURE OF A DEED OF TRUST 
EXECUTED BY DONNA JEAN 
DAVIS AND RICKY HUNTER 
DAVIS DATED JANUARY 22, 
2004 AND RECORDED IN BOOK 
01081 AT PAGE 1086 IN THE 
CHATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC 
REGISTRY, NORTH CAROLINA
NOTICE OF SALE 
Under and by virtue of the 
power and authority contained 
in the above-referenced deed 
of trust and because of default 
in the payment of the secured 
indebtedness and failure to 
perform the stipulation and 
agreements therein contained 
and, pursuant to demand of 
the owner and holder of the 
secured debt, the undersigned 
substitute trustee will expose 
for sale at public auction to 
the highest bidder for cash 
at the usual place of sale at 
the county courthouse of said 
county at 10:00AM on February 
8, 2021 the following described 
real estate and any other 
improvements which may be 
situated thereon, in Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
and being more particularly 
described in that certain Deed 
of Trust executed Donna Jean 
Davis and Ricky Hunter Davis, 
dated January 22, 2004 to 
secure the original principal 
amount of $86,275.00, and re-
corded in Book 01081 at Page 
1086 of the Chatham County 
Public Registry. The terms of 
the said Deed of Trust may 
be modified by other instru-
ments appearing in the public 
record. Additional identifying 
information regarding the col-
lateral property is below and is 
believed to be accurate, but no 
representation or warranty is 
intended.
Address of property: 1084 
FOUST RD, SILER CITY, NC 
27344
Tax Parcel ID: 0079578
Present Record Owners: Ricky 
Hunter Davis and Donna Jean 
Davis
And Being more commonly 
known as: 1084 Foust Rd, Siler 
City, NC 27344
The record owner(s) of the 
property, as reflected on the 
records of the Register of 
Deeds, is/are Ricky Hunter 
Davis and Donna Jean Davis.
The property to be offered 
pursuant to this notice of 
sale is being offered for sale, 
transfer and conveyance “AS 
IS, WHERE IS.” Neither the 
Trustee nor the holder of the 
note secured by the deed of 
trust, being foreclosed, nor the 
officers, directors, attorneys, 
employees, agents or autho-
rized representative of either 
Trustee or the holder of the 
note make any representation 
or warranty relating to the title 
or any physical, environmen-
tal, health or safety conditions 
existing in, on, at or relating 
to the property being offered 

for sale. Any and all respon-
sibilities or liabilities arising 
out of or in any way relating to 
any such condition express-
ly are disclaimed. This sale 
is made subject to all prior 
liens and encumbrances, and 
unpaid taxes and assessments 
including but not limited to 
any transfer tax associated 
with the foreclosure. A deposit 
of five percent (5%) of the 
amount of the bid or seven 
hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), 
whichever is greater, is re-
quired and must be tendered 
in the form of certified funds 
at the time of the sale. This 
sale will be held open ten days 
for upset bids as required by 
law. Following the expiration 
of the statutory upset period, 
all remaining amounts are 
IMMEDIATELY DUE AND OW-
ING. Failure to remit funds in a 
timely manner will result in a 
Declaration of Default and any 
deposit will be frozen pending 
the outcome of any re-sale. 
If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, the Purchaser at the 
sale shall be entitled only to 
a return of the deposit paid.  
The Purchaser shall have no 
further recourse against the 
Mortgagor, the Mortgagee, the 
Substitute Trustee or the attor-
ney of any of the foregoing.
SPECIAL NOTICE FOR LEASE-
HOLD TENANTS: If you are a 
tenant residing in the property, 
be advised that an Order for 
Possession of the property 
may be issued in favor of the 
purchaser. Also, if your lease 
began or was renewed on or 
after October 1, 2007, be ad-
vised that you may terminate 
the rental agreement upon 
written notice to the landlord, 
to be effective on a date stat-
ed in the notice that is at least 
10 days, but no more than 
90 days, after the sale date 
contained in the notice of sale, 
provided that the mortgagor 
has not cured the default at 
the time notice of termination 
is provided. You may be liable 
for rent due under the agree-
ment prorated to the effective 
date of the termination.
The date of this Notice is Janu-
ary 7, 2021.
LLG Trustee LLC
Substitute Trustee
10130 Perimeter Parkway, 
Suite 400
Charlotte, NC 28216
(704) 333-8107
20-108883

J28,F4,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
20E577
Having qualified as Executor of 
the Estate of JOAN E. BURTON 
, late of 510 S. 6th Ave., Apt. 
D, Siler City, NC, Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the un-
dersigned does hereby notify 
all persons, firms and corpo-
rations having claims against 
the estate of said decedent to 
exhibit them to the under-
signed at 2800 Carrington Rd., 
Rocky Mount, North Carolina 

27804 on or before the 4th 
day of May or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their re-
covery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned. 
This the 28th day of January, 
2021. 
Wade Burton, Executor of 
The Estate of Joan E. Burton
David Scott Russ
Pierce Law Group
9121 Anson Way, Suite 200
Raleigh, NC 27615
Attorney of Executor 

J28,F4,F11,F18,4tp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-340
All persons having claims 
against NANCY E. CLEMENT, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 28th day of April, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 28th day of January, 
2021.
 Coy L. Clement, Executor
 72109 Mosley
 Chapel Hill, NC 27517
Meghan N. Knight
Lynch & Eatman, L.L.P.
PO Box 30515
Raleigh, NC 27622-0515 

J28,F4,F11,F18,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY
20 E 494
The undersigned, having 
qualified as Co-Administra-

PLACE YOUR AD HERE FOR $5 PER WEEK. CALL 919-663-3232 
Up to 25 words — additional words 20¢ each

PLUS: Your ad is posted on chathamnewsrecord.com for FREE!

CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION
Line ad deadline  
Tuesday — Noon
Display ad deadline  
Monday — 5 p.m.
Rates and payment
Minimum charge of 
$5 for each classified 
advertisement of 25 words 
or less per week.  For each 
additional word, no matter 
how many insertions, add 
20¢ per word. Payable in 
advance.
Blind ads
No information will be 
given out by this office 
to the identity of person 
placing “keyed” or “blind” 
ads.
Errors
In advertisements that run 
more than one week, we 
are responsible for errors 
appearing in the first 
week only. If you find an 
error in your ad, report it 
immediately.
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Visit www.chathamnc.org  
and click on Jobs 

Career       
Opportunities 

Available  

HIRING 

CNA’s
3RD SHIFT

CALL: 919-542-3151
Monday-Friday 8:30am to 4:00pm 
for appointment to complete 

application and interview
Pittsboro Christian Village

1825 East Street, Pittsboro, NC

Now accepting applications for 2BR, 1.5BA
Range, refrigerator, dishwasher are included in the 

rent. Rent starts at $630 and up.
400 Honeysuckle Dr., Pittsboro, NC 27312

919-542-5410
TDD 1-800-735-2962

Email: pittsborovillage@ECCMGT.com
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITIES

APARTMENTS
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tors of the Estate of SALLY 
M. NORRIS, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said deceased to present them 
to the undersigned at their 
address, 196 Jasmine Drive, 
Hanover, Pennsylvania, 17331, 
on or before the 28th day of 
April, 2021, or this Notice will 
be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted 
to said estate will please make 
immediate payment.
This 20th day of January, 2021.
  Frank D. Norris, Jr., Co-Admin-
istrator
 196 Jasmine Drive
 Hanover, PA 17331
  Leola Maria Norris Ottinger, 
Co-Administrator
 221 S. Melville Street
 Graham, NC 27253 
 GUNN & MESSICK, PLLC
 P. O. Box 880
 Pittsboro, North Carolina 
27312

 J28,F4,F11,F18,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
HAVING QUALIFIED as Execu-
tor of the Estate of THOMAS 
MONROE ALSTON late of Cha-

tham County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 
said deceased to present them 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore the 28th day of April, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery.
This the 25th day of January, 
2021.
  Margaret Alston Martin, 
Executor of 
  The Estate of Thomas Monroe 
Alston
  Post Office Box 1806
  Pittsboro, North Carolina 
27344   
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER 
& LEE, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 1806
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
27312
(919) 542-5605

J28,F4,F11,F18,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
HAVING QUALIFIED as Exec-
utor of the Estate of WAYNE 
AUSTIN SIMPSON late of Cha-
tham County, North Carolina, 
this is to notify all persons, 
firms and corporations having 
claims against the estate of 

said deceased to present them 
to the undersigned on or be-
fore the 28th day of April, 2021, 
or this notice will be pleaded 
in bar of their recovery.
This the 25th day of January, 
2021.
 Sydney D.F. Farrar, 
Executor of 
 The Estate of Wayne 
Austin Simpson
 Post Office Box 1806
 Pittsboro, North 
Carolina 27312 
MOODY, WILLIAMS, ATWATER 
& LEE, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
BOX 1806
PITTSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 
27312
(919) 542-5605

J28,F4,F11,F18,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-20
All persons having claims 
against MAKE PEACE 
CHALMERS, deceased, late 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before the 28TH day of 
April, 2021, or this notice will 
be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are 
asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 28th day of January, 
2021.
Rashawnda Benton, Executor
1365 Glovers Church Road
Bennett, NC 27208 

J28,F4,F11,F18,4tp

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF PITTSBORO
The Pittsboro Town Board of 
Commissioners will hold the 
following PUBLIC HEARING ON 
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2021 AT 
7:00 PM. The Public Hearing 
will be conducted remotely via 
Zoom, a teleconference soft-
ware, for the following item:
Planning Staff is requesting 
text amendments to the 
Pittsboro Zoning Ordinance 
concerning secondary means 
of vehicular access and acces-
sory dwelling units.
The purpose of the legislative 
public hearing is to provide 
interested parties with an op-
portunity to comment on the 
request. SUBSTANTIAL CHANG-
ES IN THE PROPOSED AMEND-
MENT MAY BE MADE FOLLOW-
ING THE PUBLIC HEARING. The 
complete records are on file at 
the Town Planning Department 
located at 480 Hillsboro Street, 
Suite 400, and are available for 
inspection through e-mail. The 
meeting will be held via Zoom, 
a teleconference software. 
Instructions on how to join the 
Zoom Meeting can be found 
on the Town’s website under 
the BOC Agenda, Minutes, and 
Audio tab (pittsboronc.gov). 
If you wish to make written 
comments, please send them 
to the Town Clerk, Cassie 
Bullock, PO Box 759, Pittsboro, 
NC 27312 or via email at Cbull-
ock@pittsboronc.gov by 4 p.m. 

on February 8, 2021. The Clerk 
will receive written comments 
to be included in the minutes 
for 24 hours after the meeting. 
Please sign up with the Clerk 
by 4:00 p.m. on February 8, 
2021 if you wish to participate.

J28,F4,2tc

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
A public hearing will be held 
by the Chatham County Board 
of Commissioners on Monday, 
February 15, 2021, beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. The hearing 
will be held at the Chatham 
County Agriculture and Con-
ference Center in Pittsboro, 
North Carolina at 1192 US-64 
W BUS. Due to the Gover-
nor’s restrictions on mass 
gatherings, public seating at 
the meeting will be limited. 
There will also be an option 
to participate electronically 
for the legislative requests 
and for more information 
about the meeting you can 
select the meeting date at the 
following link: https://www.
chathamnc.org/government/
commissioner-meetings/cal-
endar-with-agenda-minutes. 
Additional information is avail-
able at the Chatham County 
Planning Department office. 
Speakers are requested to sign 
up at the meeting prior to the 
hearing. You may also sign up 
on the county website prior to 
the meeting at www.cha-
thamnc.org by selecting the 
heading County Government, 
then Commissioner Meetings, 
then Public Input/Hearing Sign 
Up. The public hearing may be 
continued to another date at 
the discretion of the Board of 
Commissioners. 
The purpose of the Public 
Hearing is to receive input, 
both written and oral, on the 
issues listed below: Legislative 
Request:
1. A Legislative public hear-
ing for a general use rezoning 
request by Brendie Vega, on 
behalf of Moncure Holdings, 
LLC & Moncure Holdings West, 
LLC, to rezone in full or a 
portion of Parcel No’s. 92884, 
92883, 5604, 5620, 5321, 5814, 
and 92449, being approximate-
ly 249.036 acres total, from 
R-1 Residential, to IH Heavy 
Industrial, located off Old US 1, 
Pea Ridge Rd, Christian Chapel 
Church Rd, and Moncure Flat-
wood Rd., Cape Fear Township. 
2. A legislative public hearing 
for a request by Moncure 
Holdings LLC and Moncure 
Holdings West LLC to amend 
Section 302 (E)(2)(b) of the 
Watershed Protection Ordi-
nance to establish an overlay 
district where the 10/70 rule 
applies in the Cape Fear WS-IV 
Protected Area watershed dis-
trict and amend the Watershed 
Protection Map to establish 
the boundaries of the overlay 
district.
Substantial changes may be 
made following the public 
hearing due to verbal or 
written comments received or 
based on the Board’s discus-
sions.

Notice to people with special 
needs: If you have an audio 
or visual impairment, unique 
accessibility requirements or 
need language assistance, 
please call the number listed 
below prior to the hearing and 
assistance may be provided.
If you have any questions 
or comments concerning 
these issues, please call the 
Chatham County Planning 
Department at 542-8204 or 
write to P.O. Box 54, Pittsboro 
N.C.  27312.
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TOWN OF SILER CITY NOTICE 
OF LIS PENDENS
To: ALL HEIRS, KNOWN AND 
UNKNOWN OF HENRIETTA 
EMERSON. The Town has filed 
a Notice of LIS PENDENS with 
the Chatham County Clerk of 
Superior Court pursuant to 
N.C.G.S 1-120.2. The ordinance 
enforcement proceeding pend-
ing before the Town Ordinance 
Enforcement Officer is for 
violations of the Town Code of 
Ordinances under Chapter 8 
Buildings, Article IV. Minimum 
Housing Standards. 
The real property affected by 
this ordinance enforcement 
proceeding is described as 
1411 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 
BLVD. and Tax PARCEL NUM-
BER 16528. The subject finding 
of fact order in said ordinance 
enforcement proceeding shall 
be binding upon the succes-
sors and assigns of the owners 
of (including heirs) and the 
parties in interest in the 
subject dwelling. The Notice 
of Lis Pendens shall remain in 
full force and effect until can-
celled. A copy of the Finding 
of Fact Order and Notice of 
Lis Pendens can be obtained 
by contacting the Planning 
and Community Development 
Director at 311 N. 2nd Ave., 
Siler City, 919-742-2323, or 
jmeadows@silercity.org.

F4,1tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
20-E-646
All persons having claims 
against MARGARET EMMA 
PAULSEN, A.K.A. MARGA-
RET WHITEHILL PAULSEN, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 4th day of May, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 4th day of February, 
2021.
Charles Michael Paulsen, 
Executor
C/O Steve Lackey, Attorney
410 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
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NOTICE OF TAX FORECLOSURE 
SALE
Under and by virtue of an 
order of the District Court 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, made and entered 
in the action entitled COUNTY 
OF CHATHAM vs. STANLEY D. 
LEWTER and spouse, if any, 
and all possible heirs and 
assignees of STANLEY D. LEW-
TER and spouse, if any, or any 
other person or entity claiming 
thereunder, et al, 19-CVD-524 
the undersigned Commission-
er will ON THE 17TH DAY OF 
FEBRUARY, 2021, offer for sale 
and sell for cash, to the last 
and highest bidder at public 
auction at the COURTHOUSE 
DOOR IN CHATHAM COUNTY, 
NORTH CAROLINA, PITTS-
BORO, NORTH CAROLINA AT 
12:00 O’CLOCK, NOON, the fol-
lowing described real property, 
lying and being in Matthew 
Township, State and County 
aforesaid, and more particular-
ly described as follows: 
Beginning at a stake, corner 
of Lot #14, on the West side 
of Sears Street, and running 
thence a Westerly direction, 
parallel with U.S. Highway #64, 
150 feet to a stake, corner of 
Lot #21; thence a Northerly 
direction, with line of said lot, 
75 feet to a stake, corner of 
Lot #18; thence with line of 
Lot #18, an Easterly direction, 
150 feet to a stake on the West 
margin of Sears Street; thence 
with said Street, a Southerly 
direction, 75 feet to the be-
ginning, and being all of Lots 
#15, 16 and 17 of the Wade H. 
Paschal property.
Parcel Identification Number: 
#0016482 
The undersigned Commis-
sioner makes no warranties in 
connection with this property 
and specifically disclaims any 
warranties as to title and hab-
itability.  This property is being 
sold as is, without opinion as 
to title or any other matter.
This sale will be made subject 
to all outstanding city and 
county taxes and all local 
improvement assessments 
against the above described 
property not included in the 
judgment in the above-entitled 
cause.  A cash deposit of 20 
percent of the successful bid 
will be required.  In addition, 
the successful bidder will be 
required, at the time the Deed 
is recorded to pay for record-
ing fees and revenue stamps 
assessed by the Chatham 
County Register of Deeds.
This sale is subject to upset 
bid as set forth in N.C.G.S. 
Section 1-339.25.
This the 25nd day of January, 
2021.
 Mark B. Bardill, Jr., Commis-
sioner
 P.O. Box 25                              
Trenton, NC  28585
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
Having qualified as Personal 
Representative of the Estate 
of JOHN P. HOFSESS, deceased 
of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, on the 26th day of 
January, 2021, the undersigned 
does hereby notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations 

having claims against said 
estate to exhibit them to the 
undersigned at the office of 
the attorney for the estate on 
or before the 6th day of May, 
2021, or this Notice will be 
pled in bar of their recov-
ery.  All persons indebted to 
said estate will please make 
immediate payment to the 
undersigned. This 4th day of 
February 2021.
Glenn Hofsess, Personal Rep-
resentative
 c/o Anthony D. Nicholson, 
Attorney for the Estate
 McPherson, Rocamora, Nich-
olson, Wilson, & Hinkle, PLLC
 3211 Shannon Road, Suite 400
 Durham, NC 27707
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-57
All persons having claims 
against DONALD E. WOODY, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the  4th day of May, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 4th day of February, 
2021.
Donald E. Woody, Jr., Executor
2705 Siler City Snow Camp Rd
Siler City, NC 27344
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
21-E-56
All persons having claims 
against MOLLIE W. WOODY, 
deceased, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, are 
notified to exhibit the same to 
the undersigned on or before 
the 4TH  day of May, 2021, or 
this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 4th day of February, 
2021.
Donald E. Woody, Jr., Executor
2705 Siler City Snow Camp Rd
Siler City, NC 27344
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CHATHAM COUNTY PARTNER-
SHIP FOR CHILDREN 
SEEKING APPLICATIONS: The 
Chatham County Partner-
ship for Children is seeking 
applications from 3, 4, or 5 star 
centers for the North Carolina 
Pre-Kindergarten Program. 
Services to be provided in 
Chatham County, NC. All ap-
plicants are required to follow 
DCDEE rules and regulations. 
Additional information is avail-
able at www.chathamkids.org 
or by calling (919) 542-7449 
ext. 131.
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TOWN OF SILER CITY PUBLIC 
HEARING NOTICE  
The Board of Commissioners 
will conduct a public hearing 
on FEB. 15, 2021 AT 6:30 P.M. IN 
THE CITY HALL COURTROOM 
LOCATED AT 311 N. 2ND AVE. 
Public hearing and Board dis-
cussion will be conducted on 
the following requests:
1. Town of Siler City propos-
es text amendments to the 
following sections of the UDO: 
§129 Flood Districts, §131 
Landfill Districts (Downtown 
Siler City overlay district), and 
§148 (multifamily downtown 
development); and
2. Town of Siler City propos-
es a map amendment by 
including the following blocks 
into the Downtown Siler City 
overlay district: N. Birch Ave. 
(100), S. Birch Ave. (100), N. 
Chatham Ave. (100, 200, 300), 
S. Chatham Ave. (100, 200), N. 
2nd Ave. (100, 200, 300), S. 2nd 
Ave. (100), Chestnut St. (100), 
W. Beaver St. (100), E. Beaver 
St. (100, 200), W. Raleigh St. 
(100), E. Raleigh St. (100, 200), 
W. 2nd St. (100), E. 2nd St. 
(100, 200), W. 3rd St. (100), and 
E. 3rd St. (100, 200).
The proposed items are avail-
able for review by contacting 
the Planning and Community 
Development Director at 
jmeadows@silercity.org or 919-
742-2323. All persons interested 
in the outcome of the applica-
tion are invited to attend the 
public hearing and present 
comments, testimony, and ex-
hibits on the above referenced 
items. The Planning Board will 
meet on Feb. 8 @ 6:30 pm to 
consider a recommendation to 
the Board of Commissioners. If 
you are interested in attending 
the meetings via Zoom, then 
contact jbridges@silercity.org 
for the Planning Board meeting 
and jjohnson@silercity.org for 
the Board of Commissioner 
meeting.
The Town of Siler City as an 
Equal Opportunity Employ-
er, invites the submission 
of proposals from minority 
and women-owned firms and 
certified Section 3 business 
concerns if the contract is over 
$100,000 for non-construction 
contracts. The Town of Siler 
City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that 
disabled persons are provided 
other accommodations, such 
arrangements may include, 
but are not limited to, provid-
ing interpreters for the deaf, 
providing taped cassettes 
of materials for the blind, 
or assuring a barrier-free 
location for the proceedings. 
This information is available in 
Spanish or any other language 
upon request. Please contact 
Nancy Hannah at 919-726-8625, 
311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 
27344, or nhannah@silercity.
org for accommodations for 
this request. Esta información 
está disponible en español o 
en cualquier otro idioma bajo 
petición. Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con Nancy Hannah al 
nhannah@silercity.org o 919-
726-8625 o en 311 North Sec-
ond Avenue, Siler City, North 
Carolina 27344 de alojamiento 
para esta solicitud.
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1-877-649-1190CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Promo Code: 285Promo Code: 
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

&

+5
1015%

%

%
OFF

OFF

OFF

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only  
2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the 
“#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 
50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 
Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H  
License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-844-496-8601
or visit dental50plus.com/ncpress

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product 
not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not 
available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds 
B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. It helps cover over 350 
procedures — from cleanings and fillings to crowns 
and dentures.

• See any dentist you want,  
 but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

Get your free information kit 
and see if you qualify:

844-213-6711

Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit Get your free information kit 

Timeshare Cancellation

YOUR AD can be promoted in multiple markets with one easy 
and affordable ad placement. Your ad will be published in 114 
NC newspapers for only $375. You reach 1.7 million readers 
with the North Carolina Statewide Classified Ad Network. Call 
this newspaper’s classified department at 919-663-3232 or 
visit www.ncpress.com.

Online Only Auction, 2005 
53’ Featherlite Hospitality 
Trailer, Harrisburg, NC, Begins 
Closing 2/24 at 2pm, See 
Our Website to Schedule 
Inspections, ironhorseauction.
com, 800.997.2248, NCAL 
3936

Online Only Auction, Cars, 
Trucks, SUV and Much 
More, Begins Closing 2/18 
at 2pm, Vehicles located at 
174 Airport Rd., Rockingham, 
NC, ironhorseauction.com, 
800.997.2248, NCAL 3936

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG 
CANCER? You may qualify 
for a substantial cash award - 
even with smoking history. NO 
obligation! We’ve recovered 
millions. Let us help!! Call 
24/7, 844-641-0129

Denied Social Security 
Disability?  Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, our 
attorneys can help! Win or Pay 
Nothing! Strong, recent work 
history needed.  877-553-0252 
[Steppacher Law Offices LLC 
Principal Office: 224 Adams 
Ave Scranton PA 18503]

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 
[350+ ] procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. [Don’t wait!] Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! Call 1-844-496-8601 
for details. www.dental50plus.
com/ncpress 6118-0219

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts.  Call 1-877-
649-1190

Guaranteed Life Insurance! 
(Ages 50 to 80). No medical 
exam. Affordable premiums 
never increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only be 
cancelled for non-payment. 
833-380-1218

High-Speed Internet. We 
instantly compare speed, 
pricing, availability to find the 
best service for your needs. 
Starting at $39.99/month! 
Quickly compare offers from 
top providers. Call 1-866-925-
1505

FTCC. Fayetteville Technical 
Community College is now 
accepting applications for 
the following positions: 
Administrative Secretary 
Foundation Office. POOL 
- Student Learning Center 
Mathematics Tutor. Security 
Officer. For detailed 
information and to apply, 
please visit our employment 
portal at: https://faytechcc.
peopleadmin.com/ Human 
Resources Office Phone: 
(910) 678-7342. Internet: 
http://www.faytechcc.edu. An 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-877-920-7405

OXYGEN - Anytime. 
Anywhere. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit: 888-912-3728

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?  Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., Social 
Security Disability Attorneys, 
1-888-989-4947! FREE 
Consultations. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find jobs 
or start a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. Max 
tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-955-
1516

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  
We specialize in safe bathing.  
Grab bars, no slip flooring 
& seated showers.  Call for 
a free in-home consultation:  
877-898-3840

Life Alert. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! 
Medical, Fire, Burglar. Even 
if you can’t reach a phone! 
FREE Brochure. CALL 844-
902-2362

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-888-575-3018 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/press

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, 
RUNNING OR NOT!!  FAST 
FREE PICKUP. Maximum tax 
deduction. Support United 
Breast Cancer Fdn programs. 
Your car donation could save a 
life. 888-641-9690

AT&T TV - The Best of Live 
& On-Demand. Anytime, 
anywhere. Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-855-548-
9839

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help 
stop Creditor Harassment, 
Collection Calls, Repossession 
and Legal Actions! Speak to a 
Professional Attorney and Get 
the Help You NEED! Call NOW 
844-404-0601

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your 
reliance on the grid, prepare 
for power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-866-642-1883

Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian 
Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission kit. 
1-855-658-2057

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-869-
7055

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC. Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 
learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 844-213-6711

Statewide Classified



Hopelessly devoted to spuds
“Warts and all.”
When I write a column that’s what 

I give you. Good or 
bad, embarrassing 
or not, you get it all.

Just sayin’.
On an unrelated 

note, if  my house 
caught on fire and 
I had to choose be-
tween my wedding 
album and a bowl of  
freshly made potato 
salad, I’d be sitting 
on the curb stuffing 
my face, waiting for 

the fire department to arrive.
I just love it. I love the taste, the 

smell of  it, I love the way it’s the per-
fect couch food and goes with any TV 
show or movie. I even love the sound 
it makes when you stir it.

I always thought that when I said I 
could live on it for the rest of  my life, 
it was hyperbole.

But.
I have many different recipes for 

potato salad. 
Protein? Salads with egg or bacon 

… or both.
Vegetables? I have recipes with 

veggies — and not just onion.
Bad day? Any version, the more the 

better.
My new recipe, the power bowl, came 

from recent experiments with lemon 
and horseradish, and a trip to the Asian 
grocer near me. If you’ve never shopped 
at one, go. The produce department will 
thrill and delight. Lots of interesting, 
unfamiliar veg, and all of it gorgeous, 
inexpensive, and fresh, fresh, fresh.

Anyway, I bought some baby bok choy 
that I roasted as a side dish for a meal with 

The Kid, and some baby Chinese broccoli 
that inspired this new potato salad.

The other potato salad is my basic 
“I need some potato salad” salad.

The name comes from when I made 
it for our family friends, Chef  Chrissie 
and his parents, Mama Cat and Bear. 
When I was putting it together, Chris-
sie looked over my shoulder and said, 
“it’s kind of  passive, isn’t it?”

I know that by “passive” he meant 
boring. So, I kept quiet (I know, I was 
shocked too, quiet hardly ever happens 
with me) and let my spuds do my talking.

Everybody loved it, and Bear said it 
was the best potato salad he ever had. 
I added the aggressive in the name 
’cause I think it’s funny.

And I actually couldn’t live on pota-
to salad alone.

I’d need regular infusions of  heavily 
frosted birthday cake.

Thanks for your time.
Contact me at dm@bullcity.mom.
*Warning: I am not a dietitian. This 

column is for recipe and humor purpos-
es only. Do not take it as dietary advice, 
because it would probably end badly.

From the Council on Aging

Meals on Wheels America has 
announced that the Chatham Council 
on Aging will receive a second grant to 
continue its work to assist older veter-
ans with home modification and repair 
needs.

The COA is one of  only eight local ag-
ing service agencies across the nation 
to be selected for the Helping Home-
bound Heroes project, which is funded 
by The Home Depot Foundation as part 
of  its mission to improve the homes and 
lives of  our nation’s veterans.

COA was earlier awarded a grant of  
$85,000; the new grant, for $100,000, will 
allow the agency to continue to assist 
veterans needing repair assistance.

“We had great success this past sum-
mer and fall assisting 18 veteran house-
holds through the Helping Homebound 
Heroes project, and we welcome the 
opportunity to further help our coun-
ty’s older veterans remain living safely 
at home,” said Dennis Streets, director 
of  the Council on Aging. “We sincerely 
appreciate The Home Depot Founda-
tion and Meals on Wheels America for 
making this possible.”

Chatham County’s Helping Home-
bound Heroes project is a joint endeav-
or among various organizations. The 
construction work is led by Rebuilding 
Together of  the Triangle. 

The County’s Veterans Services 
Officer and Register of  Deeds both have 
been instrumental, along with others, 
in identifying veterans who need assis-
tance. 

In addition to the home modifica-

tion and repair work, the Council on 
Aging has also offered participating 
veterans other services such as de-
livery of  Meals on Wheels, loaning of  
assistive equipment and transporta-
tion to grocery shopping and medical 
appointments. 

These responses from the veterans, 
themselves, clearly demonstrate the 
value of  this project.

From a local Korean War Army 
veteran who had fallen on his uneven 
brick steps: “The work team came in 
and went about their business (in re-
pairing my home and steps). I couldn’t 
have asked for a better job. Thank you 
so much for doing all of  this.”

The Rebuilding Together of  the Tri-
angle team also repaired the veteran’s 
kitchen cabinet, added a door thresh-
old and made some minor electrical 
and plumbing repairs. 

From the spouse of  a Navy veteran 
dealing with a serious health condition: 
“They did an absolutely incredible job 
in a short period of  time. I can’t say 
enough about how blessed we are for 
their work.”

Rebuilding Together repaired the 
couple’s stairs and deck railings and 
installed one of  the biggest ramps they 
have ever placed on a property. 

From husband and wife: “We whole-
heartedly say ‘thank you’ for connect-
ing us with Rebuilding Together for the 
Homebound (Heroes) program. They 
did wonderful work. Not only does it 
look beautiful, we both feel 100% safer.”

For a Marine veteran, Rebuilding To-
gether repaired steps and constructed a 
sidewalk over rough terrain.

In completing the 18 projects, 
Rebuilding Together of  the Triangle 
addressed a wide array of  problems 
that included repair of  flooring, roofs, 
siding, plumbing, electric, storm doors, 
railings and gutters; installation of  
walk-in showers, toilets, a kitchen 
range, insulation, vapor barriers HVAC 
system and ramps; and much more.  

To learn more about the Helping 
Homebound Heroes initiative and to 

apply for assistance, contact either of  
the following individuals:

• Wynne Fields, Chatham County 
Council on Aging, 919-542-4512, wynne.
fields@chathamcoa.org

• David Kennedy, Chatham County 
Veterans Service Officer, David.Kenne-
dy@chathamcountync.gov 

For further information about the 
work of  the Chatham County Council 
on Aging, visit www.chathamcoa.org.

From the Chatham 
Education Foundation

During the current pan-
demic, there have been an 
unprecedented number 
of  needs that have arisen. 
Unfortunately, the need 
for books in low-income 
homes is not a new thing.

The ease of  students 
getting to the school 
libraries has been signifi-
cantly impacted, there-
fore, the need for books 
in the home became more 
apparent. Even with the 
uncertainty of  how our 
annual book drive would 
turn out due to the pan-
demics effect on families, 
we persisted with our 
annual tradition. 

Two words to describe 
the book drive: abun-
dantly successful! You all 
showed up during these 
difficult times to give 
back to those in our com-
munity. And to say thank 
you is not enough!

Thanks to your gen-

erosity, the Chatham 
Education Foundation 
(CEF) and Chatham 
Reads distributed 
around 3,000 books back 
into our community 
between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. These 
books will help to build 
at-home libraries for 

Chatham families.
We partnered with 

Chatham County Schools 
and the Chatham County 
Schools Nutrition Services 
to distribute the largest 
number of books to the 
students in need. Chatham 
Reads also partnered with 
the CORA Food Pantry 

and the YMCA Scholastic 
Support Centers to distrib-
ute books to those in their 
programs. The Chatham 
Reads Little Libraries 
have also been refreshed 
and free book bins have 
been added to the Pitts-
boro Laundry Land and 
What-A-Wash in Siler 

City. There are a couple 
of other partnerships that 
are also in the works. 

A well-educated 
student finds gainful 
employment, is less likely 
to commit a crime, and is 
less likely to need public 
assistance. However, in 
order to be successful, 
graduate from high 
school on time, and 
find meaningful work, 
a student must read profi-
ciently. Studies show that 
students that do not read 
proficiently by the end of  
third grade are four times 
more likely to drop out 
of  high school. In order 
to fill jobs and be viable 
candidates, it all starts 
with reading.

Currently, in Chatham 
County, 61% of  our 3rd 
graders read proficiently. 
If  you look at our eco-
nomically disadvantaged 
students, only 43% are 
reading proficiently by 
the end of  3rd grade. 

Our goal is to use 

literacy interventions 
and access to literacy 
resources to increase the 
percentage of  students 
reading proficiently. 
Thank you for being part 
of  our initiative! You are 
making a difference in 
the lives of  students in 
our community.

We appreciate the fol-
lowing amazing business-
es and a personal home 
that hosted a donation 
box for us: 501 Pharmacy, 
The Briar Chapel Club-
house, Opus Financial, 
and Peppercorn Cafe in 
Siler City. Also, to the 
awesome volunteers that 
helped us sort all the 
donations. We could not 
have made this signifi-
cant of  an impact without 
your support. It is amaz-
ing to see our community 
coming together during 
these difficult times to 
make a difference! 

For more information, 
go to www.chathameduca-
tionfoundation.org.
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CEF teams with Chatham Reads for book drive
CHATHAM EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Photo courtesy of Chatham Education Foundation

CEF volunteers Dr. Jessica Burgert, Ruthie Burgert, Everett Burgert and 
Ryan Linkhorn help sort books.

Council on Aging awarded $100K grant to support veterans
‘HOMEBOUND HEROES’

Potato Salad Power Bowl
Dressing:
1 cup mayonnaise
Juice of 1 lemon
1-2 tablespoons 

horseradish
Pinch of sugar
Salt and pepper to 

taste
Salad:
3 pounds waxy 

potatoes, such as red 
skin or Yukon Gold

Large bunch of baby 

Chinese broccoli or 
broccolini

1 medium-sized shallot, 
diced

2 tablespoons 
vegetable oil

Whisk together dressing ingredients and taste for seasoning. Re-sea-
son if necessary. Cover and refrigerate until needed.

Place unpeeled whole potatoes into a large pot filled with heavily salt-
ed water. Cook at medium until the potatoes are fork-tender (about 45 
minutes). Drain into colander and allow to cool completely.

While the spuds are cooling, blanch and shock green veg. Put a large 
pot of heavily salted water on to boil.

Wash broc and cut into 1-1 1/2 inch pieces, discarding the very end pieces.
When water comes to a boil place the veg into it, reducing heat to me-

dium-high. Let it cook for about 4-5 minutes.
While the veg is cooking, fill a large bowl with ice water and a tablespoon 

of salt. Then remove the broc from the water with a slotted spoon, and 
immediately plunge into the ice water. This stops the cooking and sets the 
color. The finished product should be cooked, but still very crunchy. Drain.

When the potatoes are completely cool (cooling completely sets the 
starch so the dressing coats and stirring doesn’t break up the spuds), 
peel and cut into salad-sized chunks. Place into large bowl, add a pinch 
of salt and a few cracks of pepper. Pour 1 tablespoon oil over potatoes 
and gently toss until coated.

Add veg and shallots to bowl with potatoes. Add about half the dress-
ing and fold in, adding more dressing as needed.

Cover and let sit at room temp for 30-ish minutes. Before service, pour 
the rest of the oil over and gently toss.

Serves four to six as a side, or me.
Passive-Aggressive Potato Salad

3 pounds waxy 
potatoes, boiled, 
peeled and cut up as 
before except peel 
and cut when they’re 
still pretty warm, 
but cool enough to 

handle
Juice of half a lemon
2 tablespoons 

vegetable oil
1/2 small yellow onion, 

chopped
1/2 teaspoon dry dill, 

or 2 teaspoons fresh, 
chopped very finely

1 cup of mayonnaise, 
more or less

Salt and pepper to 
taste

Place the prepared potatoes into a large bowl while they’re still pretty 
warm. Add lemon juice, 1 tablespoon oil, salt and pepper. Toss gently to 
coat. Let them cool completely.

When the potatoes are cool, add onions and dill. Add the mayo a bit at a time, un-
til it’s mixed and everything’s coated. Check for seasoning and re-season, if needed.

Cover and let sit at room temp for 30-ish minutes. Before service, driz-
zle the last of the oil on and fold together.

Serves 4-6 as a side, or me.

DEBBIE 
MATTHEWS
The Curious 
Cook

Photo courtesy of Debbie Matthews

Potato salad is a treat, just about 
any way it’s prepared.

Submitted photo

The Council on Aging’s previous ‘Homebound Heroes’ grant paid for repairs 
on the homes of local veterans, like this work performed last year.


